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Traditional Marriage Customs and Modern Marriage

R iBR
nit1 Traditional Marriage

Key Sentences
iR 41

. Traditional marriage customs lost its popularity due to the collapse oﬂ
feudal marriage custom and its complexity.

B T B IR 00 TR MIBAL A B %3, (R S IBALXE S TR E A

W7o

. Traditional marriage can shll be seen in the countryside, despite inno-

vations.

R%WET—%B‘J@'J%? RN BAMR BB GBI,

. Now, traditional marriage custom revives in some places and atiracts
will-be-couples.

BTE , RSB a 7E —Susth 5 UBRATR K, 5| 7 AR B E A S E R
HEHIANT, v

. Although many Chinese still follow the traditional wedding customs,
modern or western ceremonies are becoming more and more popular
wn‘h the young generation.

BEREPEANGELREFEERNIELIE,E ﬂﬂi;ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
tﬁ?L;J REFR AN BRBRIT.

+11
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5. Chinese marriage was systemized into custom in the Warring States|
Period(402-221BC).
o ] B S 0 R 1 AR E B (A TTHT 402—221) FE L — A 948 .

6. Due to vast expanse and long history, there are different customs to
follow in different places, although they are generally the same.
B FERBRIRE, JERA, AR TREARN TR, REE
IR R —3, '

J

onderful Paragraph
HEh R

% 51 W I

arriage in a Confucian Context

In Confucian thought, marriage is of grave significance both to families
and to society. Traditionally incest has been defined as marriage between
people with the same surname. From the perspective of a Confucian fami-
ly, marriage brings together families of different surnames and so continues
the family line of the paternal clan. This is generally why having a boy is
more preferred than a girl when giving birth. Therefore, the benefits and
demerits of any marriage are important to the entire family, not just the in-
dividual couples. Socially, the married couple is thought to be the basic unit
of society. In Chinese history there have been many times when marriages
have affected the country’s political stability and international relations. From
the Han Dynasty the rulers of certain powerful foreign tribes such as the
Mongolians, the Manchus, the Huns, and the Turks demanded women
from the Imperial family. Many periods of Chinese history were dominated
by the families of the wife or mother of the ruling Emperor. Thus marriage
can be related to politics.

2|

HBEXRIE www.222b.com AXS: FREARL



RGeS MAER S
Traditional Marriage Customs and Modemn Marri g

14 55 1 R

raditional Divorce Process

In traditional Chinese society, there are three major ways to dissolve a
marriage. The first one is no-fault divorce.  According fo the legal code of '
Tang Dynasty (618-907)., a marriage may be dissolved due to personal in-
compatibility, provided that the husband writes a divorce note.

. The second way is through. a state-mandated annulment of marriage.
This applies to when one spouse commits a serious crime ( variously de-
fined, usually defined more broadly for the wife) against the other or his/
her clan. Finally, the husband may unilaterally declare a divorce. To be le-
gally recognized, however, it must be based on one of the following 7 rea-
sons; }

- The wife lacks filial piety towards her in-laws. This makes the in-
laws capable of breaking a marriage against both partner's will.

- She fails fo bear a son.

- She is vulgar or lewd/adulterous.

- She is jealous. This includes objecting to her husband taklng an od-
ditional wife or concubine.

+ She has vile disease.

- She is gossipy.

- She commits theft.

Obviously, these reasons can be stretched quite a bit to suit the hus-
band and his family. However there are 3 clearly defined exceptions, under
which the unilateral divorce is disallowed

- She has no family to return to.
- She had observed a full 3-year mourning for an in-law.
- Her husband was poor when they married, and now is rich.

The above law about unilateral divorce was in force from Tang Dynasty
to its final abolition by the government of Republic of China in 1930.

_4_3__
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edding Recephon m Chinese Society

_ In Chinese society, the wedding reception is known as xi-jiu, (literally

joyful wine) , and is far more important than the wedding itself which tends
to be a brief civil ceremony. The timing and the characteristics of the recep-
tion vary strongly from locale to locale. They are typically extremely elabo-
rate and expensive, often costing several years’ salary of the groom's fami-
ly. However, because cash in the form of red envelopes and jewelry (par-
ticularly gold) are given as wedding presents, and because the wedding
hosts keep very careful track of the cost of the gifts (jewelry is given with a
receipt which indicates the actual cost of the gift) , the cost of the reception
is effectively split among the wedding guests. Wedding receptions also
build local community solidarity. As each couple weds, their wedding re-
ception is in effect financed with gifts from the other members of the com-
munity with the expectation that the new couple and their family will give
gifts in future wedding receptions within the village.

Cultural Links
AL B H

PEICHIBMIERY

ISR TR B W B ERED R BERESE — RIIL B HR
Bkt ok, O 48 TR E B b0y S48 RN B H R .
HE A, ANARE, RENFHE R SMER, SRR HTRBME . &
A FIRENY, PERAMNBHERIRES S HZE BXEACTH
(P EEE SO B AT 15126, P LR M R | [RIKAY R 3F R U
FERY AMER (FIMBIRHMZE . BEE LR RRRR, IHE IS RIFE R B
TR, T I8 RS Bt ] LAAS it B
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'forced( /coercive ) marriage i& 3§

forcing somebody to get married & #
(B3K)

polyandrist % %k & A

unlawful ( /illegal ) marriage 3 #* ¥
B v '

feudalistic marriage #f 2 X #5 #8

husband purchase # 5 #i V

wife purchase ¥ Z %1

shotgun marriage 5% % 45 4

group marriage £ #

uxorilocal marriage \ # #§

hypergamy | # #&

arranged marriage 3| & & (% X #
Za BHZEWRER)

civil marriage 18 £ &

child marriage # ¥&

good marriage F % B %

polygamy — % % £ #|

monogamy — X — 3 4|

lucky( /auspicious ) day # i & H

marriage %

marriage contract ( /engagement ) ¥

#

be burdened with a family & %

marrying into money ¥ \ % [

hen-pecked husband {£

wedding ¥ ¥ '

wedding feast 5 &

better half ¥ % BY

relation by marriage ; in-laws #f

wedded ( /lawful ) wife 73 &2

couple leading a poor life ;bread-and-
cheese marriage ¥ # % £

mate selection # K.

ill-assorted marriage 7 AH B 97 #& 4

bigamy ¥ #§

marriage of convenience 3 Fi 3 #f

uxorilocal marriage \ % #§

runaway marriage fA 7 4 45

running away from wedding % &

negotiating marriage 1t % #5 &

relation by marriage # ¥

early marriage & ¥

prescribed marriage 35 & 4

prenatal betrothal % ff J #&

growing old together & 3k {& %

N
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nit2 The Proposal and the Betrothal

Key Sentences
Ui ¥ K 41

1. In ancient fimes, it was very important to follow a basic principle of
Three Letters and Six Etiquettes, since they were essential to a mar-
riage.

“Z AR R REHE A EASE L, B T EEKRBLA R D,

2. Three Lefters inclued Betrothal Letter , Gift Letter and Wedding Letter. Be-
frothal Letter is the formal document of the engagement,a must in a
marriage.

“=HaEES AL,

3. This process was traditionally placed in the hands of a go-between,
who acted as a medium between the two parties. :
X—FEMEG LR EIBEFEATF S, AR LB LT RENH
Iro

4. Through the spokeswoman, the family of the groom will ask for the
bride’s “Eight Letters”.

B EAEARBILZHENF"Lhdi MEX,

5. 1n all probability ,the bride and groom would not yet have met;never-
theless, the betrothal was considered binding unless both families a-
greed to annul the contract.

T, FRBAFTIREE A B M, o T KALZ Gk e] AR %
S TIRY, BRIENH L REBIEEY

6. The engagement ( betrothal) period might have lasted for o year or

two

\ SIS M
‘6_4,
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» oﬁderful Paragraph
WERB

|
I?ﬁhl;ﬁroposul

The process began with an elaborate marriage proposal and accept-
ance. This process was placed in the hands of a go-between, who acted
as a medium between the two parties - a role similar to that of a real estate
agent today. The important parties in proposal and befrothal negotiations
were the parents of the prospective bride and groom, rather than the bride
and groom themselves.

“Marriage was for continuing the ancestral line and creating alliances
between families—too important a duty to be left in the rash hands of the
young. ” Costa explains.

When the boy’s parents identified a likely bride-to-be, they would send
the go-between to present gifts to the girl’s parents and to sound out their
feelings about the match. If the proposal was well-received, the go-be-
fween would obtain the date and hour of the girl’s birth recorded on a for-
mal document.

The groom'’s family would place this document on the ancestral altar
for three days. If no inauspicious omens, e. g. quarrels between the par-
ents or a loss of property, took place within that time, the parents would
give the information to a asfrological expert to confirm that the young
woman and their son would make a good match. If the boy’s family found
the horoscope to be favorable, they gave the boy’s birth date and hour to
the go-between fo bring to the girl's family, who would go through the
same process. ’ ’

Only after both outcomes were favorable,” would the two families ar-
range to meet. Finally face-to-face; each family evaluated the other in
terms of appearance, education, character, and social position. i both

47_
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were satisfied they would proceed to the betrothal.

2B

he Betrothal

First both sets of parents exchanged family credentials as tokens of in-
tention. Then, after extensive bargaining, the two families would arrive at
the amount of money and goods that would make up the gift to the girl's
family. After presenfing engagement tokens, the go-between would ask
the bride’s family to chose among several auspicious wedding dates sug-
gested by the boy’s family and also set a date for presenting betrothal gifts.

The boy’s family presented betrothal gifts of money and significant i-
tems such as tea, “Dragon (male) and Phoenix (female)” bridal cakes,
pairs of male and female poultry, sweetmeats and sugar, wine and tobac-
co, accompanied by an itemized statement of these gifts. Tea was such a
primary part of these gifts in some areas that they were known collectively
as cha-li, that is, “tea presents. ” The girl’s family reciprocated with gifts of
food and clothing.

It was customary for the girl’s family to distribute the bridal cakes they
received from the boy’s family to friends and relatives as a form of an-
nouncement and invitation to the wedding feast. The number of cakes giv-
en fo each was established according to a rigid efiquette, on the basis of
seniority and degree of intimacy. Those who received the bridal cakes,
were expected fo present congratulatory gifts to the girl’s parents.

The boy’s family's gifts acknowledged the parents’ efforts in raising the
girt, and by accepting the gifts, the girl’s family pledged her fo the boy's. it
is interesting to note that the bride was given to the family rather than the
groom alone. Although the bride and groom probably had not met yet, be-
trothal was considered binding unless both families agreed to annui-the

contract.
‘_3+_
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Several days after the presentation of the betrothal gifts, the girl's fami-
ly sent porters with an inventoried dowry to the boy's house. The dowry
consisted of practical items, including a chamber pot, filled for the occasion
with fruit and strings of coins. This procession gave the girl’s family the op-
portunity fo display both their social status and their love for their daughter,
and wealthy parents often included serving girls fo aftend their daughter in
her new home.

Betrothals generally lasted for a year or two, although child betrothals
would last until the children had grown to marriageable age.

Cultural Links
AL B3

BENOR

“AZ"A“ATEN ORHR BOFADREICER, H 0 F BB
BARITEERR, B L~ EARE N KORBERD, EAXTH
Bl —AKA, FEFABAMEEENRG A, EAEER,XRXTA
RIS, FENFREARAKORNEEEF AR, BAREGR. “REF
AR AEERBLHON, RBEE—-B T NHARLE—ROR L, B
RAKBRONE, ERMRTENR S A, —EXEBRIA” T,
MMUESR T RIEEK—LE",

BWARPRR R AR . BROAFUHEL—R(EEE) R 8E
T BABRENECORNER. B—BERIE, A TRERT KL
SEF/MAKEE, TRESHREXMREER T (AMIL) , HAPam
MR E MR Z, A OmR”RERKEA, B THEANERNL
138

o
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ocabulary

Wb in] EBR
rarranged marriage #f ¥ £ 15 match A & W
betrothal gifts % #L. matchmaking service %/~ 48 Ft
boyfriend % i & not yet married X #§ , & %
come of age ik | % & £ % single & &, ¥ %
court K & #k R ¥ suit 3K 4
courtship FU {8 go-between ; matchmaker # A
date 4 & presenting betrothal gifts 44 %
dowry ¥ % marriage proposal & ¥

(be) disappointed in a love affair %
&

engage T #§

engage with sb. 5 ¥ A 1T #

engagement ring 1T #% 7k 4%

fiance Xk # X

fiancee % 1§ %

girlfriend & i X

go out with sh. 5 ( M) X &F, % &
%

(be) in love &

kiss ¥y

love match & H

love match %% & & #&

maiden & %

Lmamage age £ IEERH

placing names of couple in front of
ancestral altar 7] &

be mutual consent with 7 g 1§ J&

(of a boy and a girl) be innocent
playmates % /N T4

quiet courtship ¥ ¥ R &

getting the mitten 3R ## 38

acting as matchmaker %% , % %

sweetheart 0 kA -

looking for a partner in marriage 3%,
Xt &

(said of arranged marriage ) betrot-
hing a girl ¥

proposing for marriage X 4

making an offer of marriage K #&

J+
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HEIEL
nit 3 Preparlng for the Wedding Day

Key Sentences

iR £

2

3.

. After the betrothal letter and betrothal gifts are accepted, the |

bridegroom’s family will later formally send wedding gifts to 1he bride’s
family.’

TEFEB B TEAUEARA, %ﬁﬁﬁmi"%ﬁffﬁ%ﬁ%uuo

. Usually, gifts depend on local customs and family wealth.

AL AR 2 b I M AR BE B AR BLTSE .
In preparing to leave her home the prospective. bride was permitted fo

retreat from regular household chores. She lived in seclusion,in a sep-

. arate part of the house,accompanied by her closest friends. .

ORI 1 R — B LR P 55, T 1 R 3P — i 0 o
o R A B

4. This pre-wedding ritual often took place in the cock loft, so that the

bride’s emergence on her wedding day was sometimes referred to as
“coming out of the cock loft”.

X — ISR A T BB AT o DR R0 R SURRAE™ Hh 7

. It was the groom'’s job to oversee the installation of the bridal bed on

the day before the wedding.
AL — KRB FRE R RELEREE,

. After the bed was in place,as an omen of fertility, children were invited

to pile onto it.

FRLBIFZE, R TR LI R, Bl NER,

SL
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(7. Red dates, oranges, lotus seeds, peanuts, pomegranates and other]
fruits were scattered on the bed and children had joyful task of scram-
bling for goodies.

IR LW T 408 S GE T B4 AR R KR, ﬁ‘ﬁ&?ﬂ]ﬂﬂ?’c%
BLRTE X S GF R P RS BHRBEER o

onderful Paragraph
BB

% S MG AL B AL 2

raditional Chinese Wedding Grand Gift List

“Grand Gifts” is a set of elaborate gifts to be presented to the bride’s
family by the groom's family. All gifts should come in even numbers,
meaning “good things double”. .. Some gifts on the list are seasonal, or
not readily available in some parts of the world. As long as you present
some of the gifts on the list in even numbers, it is a wonderful gesture that
shows respect to the bride’s family.

1. Li Shi Money. The amount is determined by the groom’s fomlly, u-
sually contains the number 9, such as ¥99, ¥999, eic.

2. Jewelries, such as gold dragon-phoenix bangle. Two families dis-
cuss the design and cost before purchase.

3. Two pairs of dragon-phoenix cakes, and certain amount of Chinese
and western cakes.

4. Dried seafood and mushroom and Fa Cai. Fa Cai is a must as it
symbolize fortune and prosperity. Seafood to be presented in four, six or
eight items, which include sea cucumber, clam, shrimp, squid, shark
fins, etc. .

5. Three pouliries. Two pair of raw chicken, two males and two fe-
males; 2 to 4 kilograms of pork, shoulder-cut, meaning “double fly”.

6. Fish. Two pair of fish to bring “fish smell”, same pronunciation as

i_"_
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“lively air. ”

7. Coconut. Two pGII’ of coconut, whuch pronounced as “ye zi” , same
as “grandfather and son. ol

8. Wine or Ilquor four bottles together

-9. - Four Peking Dried Fruits, dragon eyes, lychee, chesinuts, shelled
peanuts, contdined in a red, wooden decorated box named Tie Box. Other
items in the Tie Box include lotus seeds, - lily, cypress leaf, sesame, red
beans, green beans, red dates, and red string, Li Shi money, dmgon—
phoenix candles a pair, and red banners one set. :

10. Raw fruit, certain amount, to indicate “sheng” , a word to express
liveliness. '

11. Bin Lang, two pairs.
12. Tea, two cans. Tea is planted with seeds. Tea as a gift implies
that the family will have more seeds after the wedding.

1% 15 5 19

electing an Auspicious Weddlng Date”

Ausplc:ous days are sub|ed to mterpreta'non by fortune tellers thcn per-
form the analysis based on one’s birth date (day and hour) after consulta-
tion with the Chinese almanac. Almanacs containing predictions for the en-
fire year are sold at the beginning of the Lunar New Year by street vendors
and in book stores. These paperback books are approximately two inches
thick with a wealth of information about Chinese beliefs. It is said to be the
oldest continuous publication known. The 15 day period from the middle to
the end of the seventh lunar month is considered inauspicious because that
is fime of the Hungry Ghost Festival when the gates of Hell are opened and

the lost spirits are allowed to wonder the earth. They should not be invited
to your wedding! : :

+E_
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b i i B By

etreating to the Cock Loft

In preparation for her impending departure, the bride-to-be refreated
from the ordinary routine and lived in seclusion in a separate part of the
house with her closest friends. During this period, the young women sang
laments, mourning the bride’s separation from her family and cursing the
groom’s family and even the girl's own parents. Since this extended ‘sleep
over often fook place in the cock loft, the bride’s emergence on her wed-
ding day was sometimes referred to as “coming out of the cock loft. ”

% BB K |

nstalling the Bridal Bed

Preparation on the part of the groom involved the installation of the
bridal bed on the day before the wedding. A propitious hour and a “good
luck woman” or “good luck man”, that is @ man or woman with many
children and living mates, were selected to install a newly pUr‘chased bed.
(The installation ceremony consisted of merely moving the bed slightly; the
actual work was done by servants or friends. ) After the bed was in place,
children were invited onto the bed as an omen of fertility; the more, the
merrier. For the same reason, the bed was scattered with red dates, oran-
ges, lotus seeds, peanuts, pomegranates and other fruits. Part of the fun

was watching the children scramble for the fruit.
Paragraph 5>

he Bride’s Dowry

A few days before the wedding, the bride’s family send dowry fo the
groom’s family, or the couple’s new home nowadays. Dowry is mostly

#
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composed of daily necessities for the new home, such as bedding, linen
and dining set, etc. This is an opportunity for the bride’s family to display
their love to their daughter as well as their wealth.

~ The groom’s family will invite a respected female relative or friend o
“set the bridal bed” at the new home. In some part of China in the oid
days, an unmarried young boy will be invited to sleep in the bridal bed the
night before the wedding to bring fertility to the newlyweds.

Paragraph 6

Fe 95 45 4L 15 bl _
raditional Chinese Wedding Invitations

Chinese style wedding invitations are usually folded red cards gilded
with gold trimming. The most popular design on the invitations is the Chi-
nese character Xi, meaning “double happiness. ” Dragons and phoenix
are popular designs as they symbolize the balance of male and female
power. Auspicious phrase or poems written in calligraphy style are wonder-
ful additions to add a touch of festivity. ‘

Cultural Links
AL BE

BANBHARX?
HARALEIBARC AR ITIR, B B X L B —Fokis, ik EWALS &
XA EEBNFTRL, BRPEAEERES, BUEELPYHE
BB, S A%, MEALTAEIANPRALEE, v—HL& X
THRHNE, HFAR—W&, H e, s TFENTREZE+H,.BRE
BERREEH Bl RAGLREIER, SR RERE:

— . ALBE RALBERXS s B L X07 &—X . ALPF—HEAT MR AN
K NK, 2B

BT ACRHRTE M R s B E R X,

_4_1§__
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=R ERR B ERRA B, FEZ B SURM T, SOM AR
LY BIHREMEABZE. BABE 24884, L TEEFEFW,

BRI

- Vocabulary
- Whin)iE Bk

elaborate BOREN, FEEAN,
L E

bangle ¥4 , 1 &

clam ¥

squid 4% # , 41 5 R W40 4, K #
RKakE

poultry X &

cypress[ L ] ALy, M K B M 4
(EFd . 0K.2), B (A
EREHARZ)

sesame ¥ fk

auspicious & By, FZE 8y

interpretation ## %, W B, 1 ¥, &
#

consultation F # , X, 2 ®,[ E ]
2%

Almanac i $ ,F %

vendor £ F

seclusion [§ &

lament %45, XM, R, %%, HiF

propitious & F| 8y

fertility JE K, £ 7, £, A0 &
FELEFEAD

| scramble AT, % B F,RBEL

gilded 4 % #

trimming 7 ¥ 18 4

gift book #|, &

six ceremonies of betrothal and mar-
riagé ZHE XA

bans of marriage % W &

placing names of couple in front of
ancestral altar 7] £

dowry ¥t

marriage paraphernalia £ #§ i 4y

bride’s family % ¥

groom’s family % 7

family in come K E W A

clan £

family status | /&

family head X &

lucky day ¥ i &% H

marriage leave 18

marriage day ¥ }#A

informing bride of marriage date ¥ it

ZHER

g4

BERBE

&5t

marriage registration
gift of money to the couple

wedding announcement

marriage certificate

j+_
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LK IEF
nit4 Wedding Day Procession

Key Sentences
HitH R 4]
1. The bride’s “Hair Dressing” and the groom'’s “Capping Rituals” are]
signs of their entering adulthood.
BB« b 3AL” METRRE < EAL” AT A RERIRE,
2. Red is the Chinese traditional symbol of joy and is a theme repeated in
the wedding clothing and other ritual wedding objects.

FEFEMERT AORUEEFETRX, RIFLO AR, EEFSELR
MILAIEALA S, MRS RRAE,

3. Because traditions varied from region to region,there were some cases
in which the groom stops to have dinner with the bride’s family.
Ha?%i&&ﬂ@h&faf%‘:ﬁ%K*ﬁﬁ E%B‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁl&‘*ﬁ‘l‘ﬂéﬂﬁﬁ
RAIE, ' :

4. Attendants scattered grain or beans, symbols of ferfility, before the
bride ,while others might have shielded:the bride with a parasol and
tossed rice. .

Aﬂ]ﬁﬂﬂ&%’r#&ﬂuﬁﬁ@?%ﬂﬂ? ﬁﬁgﬁtﬁ? JLﬁ\?ﬁﬁ 75&951']
RN FIRE RS BB O

5.In some regions couples should drink wine from the same goblet, eot
sugar molded in the form of a rooster, and shared the weddmg din-
ner.

FER S X, REFRBERFEAE, RSN, A ERE,

6. Parents of the bride and the groom prepared feast for their respective

friends and families. Men and women sat separately.

| BRI AR RS TRANES, B L%, B

_4_11_
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or{derful Paragraph
BN B

ﬁm“ J:;:’)

he “Hair Dressing” Ritual

At dawn on her wedding day (or the night before) , the bride bathed
in water infused with pumelo, a variety of grapefruit, to cleanse her off evil
influences; and one suspects as a cosmetic to soften her skin in the man-
ner of contemporary alphahydroxls. She put on new underclothes and sat
before lit dragon-and-phoenix candles.

A “good luck woman” attended the bridal preparations. She spoke
auspicious words while dressing the bride’s hair in the style of a married

woman.
ﬁm 113 J:%” r'::i

fter Her Hair Was Styled

After her hair was styled, the bride emerged from her retreat. She was
carried to the main hall on the back of the “good luck” woman or her most
senior sister-in-law. There she donned a jacket and skirt and stepped into a
pair of red shoes, placed in the center of a sieve. The bride’s face was cov-
ered with either a red silk veil or a “curtain” of tassels or beads that hung
from the bridal Phoenix crown.

After completing her wedding preparations, the bride bowed to her
parents and to the ancestral tablets and awaited the arrival of the bridal
procession from the groom’s house.

iF
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Paragraph 3

gi‘ EB (14 L g: ”
he “Capping” Ritual
Dressed in a long gown, red shoes and a red silk sash with a silk ball
on his shoulder, the groom knelt at the family aitar while his father placed a
cap decorated with cypress leaves on his head.
The groom bowed first before the tablefs of Heaven and Earth and his
ancestors, then to his parents and the assembled family members. His fa-
ther-removed the silk ball from the sash and placed it on top of the bridal

sedan chair.
|
WA 357 B % B I8

he Procession from the Groom’s House to Obtain the Bride

The dim of firecrackers, loud gongs and drums marked the start of the
procession from the groom’s home. The groom led the procession accom-
panied by a child as an omen of his future sons, and the bridal sedan chair
was proceeded by attendants with lanterns and banners, musicians, and a
“dancing” lion or unicorn. According to a voriter, “Several decades ago,
when there was a wedding in Fujian Province, the groom would to the
bride’s house to fetch her, taking with him the bridal chair, which was
completely covered with red satin and fresh flowers. He himself made the
journey there and back in a blue and yellow teak sedan chair. ”

On arriving at the bride’s house, the groom’s party was met by the
bride’s friends, who would not“surrender” the bride until they were satisfied
by red packets of money. This was the occasion of much good-natured
haggling before the two parties could reach an agreement.

In some cases, the groom would take dinner with the bride’s family,
and receive a pair of chopsticks and two wine gablets wrapped in red pa-
per, symbolic of his receiving the joy of the family in the person of their
daughter. In some regions, he would be offered sweet longan tea, two

_?U_s_
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hard-boiled eggs in-syrup and fransparent noodles. Another variation was
the groom’s partaking of soup with a soft-boiled egg, the yolk of which he -
was expected to break, arguably symbolic -6f breaking the bride’s ties with
her family. '

“ lu" I\] ” ) ‘ '

bout the Door Game

Door game originated from ancient time which implies that the bride is
a lovely girl and her family and friends do not want to marry her away. The
groom will be blocked at the bride’s door, and her friends will try to stop
him from entering by asking questions about the bride, a way to test if he
really cares about her. They may also do other tricks to delay the bride’s
leaving. The groom will try to buy his way in by presenting “Li Shi” | token
money wrapped in red envelops. The entire “bargain” process is joyous

and good-natured.
L8 REFEIET

he Bride’s Joumney to the Groom’s House

The “good luck woman” or a dajin, employed by the bride’s family to
look after the bride, carried the bride on her back to the sedan chair. An-
other attendant might shield the bride with a parasol while a third tossed
rice at the sedan chair. Sometimes the bride was borne out in a wooden
“cage” with her feet padlocked. presumably a remnant from rougher fimes
with extremely reluctant brides. A sieve, Shaizi, which would strain out e-
vil, and a metdillic mirror, king, which would reflect light, were suspended
at the rear of the bride’s sedan to protect her from evil influence. The bride
might also attach a special mirror to her garment, which she would not re-
move until she was safely seated upon the marriage bed.

Firecrackers were set off to frighten away evil spirits as the bride de-

TR
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parted in the sedan chair. The physical movement symbolized the transfer
of the bride from her parent's family to' her:husband’s. °
Great'care was taken to ensure that no inauspicious influence would
affect the marriage. The female attendants who escorted the bride to her
new home were chosen with parficular care that the horoscope animais of
their birth years were compatible with that of the bridegroom. The sedan
chalr itself was ‘heavily curtained-to prevent the bride from inadvertently
glimpsing an unlucky sight, e. g.. a widow, ‘a well; or even a cat. Attend-
ants scattered grain or beans, symbols of ferfility , before her.

) 35 7 BB K¢

rriving at the Groom’s House

Once again, firecrackers were set off just before the procession ar-
rived. A red mat was placed before the sedan chair for the bride lest her
feet touch the bare earth as she dismounted. All the household would be
waiting to receive her. The bride was required to step over a saddle or a lit
stove to cross the threshold, since the words for “saddle” and “tranquility”
sound the same, (An), and the fire would cast out of evil influences. An
attendant might immediately place a heap of rice in a sieve over or near the
bride. If the bride did not wear a-lucky mirror, one might be used at this
time to flash light upon the bride. in some regions, a grain measure and a
string of of copper coins were laid out as talismans of prosperity.

After these rituals took place, the groom could finally raise the red

scarf and view the bride’s face.
C =2 2N E R

hinese Wedding Tea Ceremony

Lotus seeds and two red dates are used in the tea for two reasons.
First, the words “lotus” and “year,” “seed” and “child,” and “date”
and “early,” are homophones, i. e. they have the same sound but differ-

4_21_
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ent meanings in Chinese. Secondly, the ancient Chinese believed that put-
fing these items in the tea would help the newlyweds produce children early
in their marriage and every year, which would ensure many grandchildren
for their parents. Also, the sweetness of the special tea is a wish for sweet
relations between the bride and her new family.

On the wedding day, the bride serves tea (holding the teacup with
both hands) to her parents at home before the groom arrives. She does
this out of respect and to thank her parents for raising her. The tea at this
time does not need o have the lotus seeds or dates, and the bride does
not need the assistance of a “lucky woman. ” She pours and serves the tea
by herself without the groom.

Traditionally, after the wedding ceremony, the newlyweds serve tea
(holding the teacups with both hands) , inviting the groom's elders to drink
tea by addressing them by formal fitle, e. g. first uncle or third aunt.

The general rule is to have the woman on the left side and the man on
the right side. The people being served will sit in chairs, while the bride
and groom kneel. For example, when the newlyweds serve tea to the
groom’s parents, the bride would kneel in front of her father-in-law, while
the groom would kneels in front of his mother.

The newlyweds serve tea in order, starting with the groom’s parents
then proceeding from the oldest family members to the youngest, e. g. the
groom'’s parents, then his paternal grandparents, then his maternal grand-
parents, then his oldest uncles and aunts, and all the way to his older
brother.

in return, the newlyweds receive lucky red envelopes ( “lai xi,” which
means “lucky”) stuffed with money or jewelry. The helpers, who are usu-
ally women blessed with a happy marriage or wealth and chosen by the
fortune teller or bride’s mother, also get Iucky red envelopes stuffed with
money from those being served. These envelopes are placed on the platter
which holds the teacups.

*22}{»
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Paragraph 9

Tﬁiﬁ
he Wedding Banquets

Generdlly, separate wedding feasts were given by the parents of the
bride and the groom for their respective friends and families. Even at the
feast, men and women sat separately. There could be a single feast for
each or a series of feasts over several days. However, the most important
feast was that given the groom’s family on the day of the wedding. it was
generally considered as public recognition of the union.

Chinese food has special symbolism; mostly wishes of happiness, lon-
gevity, or fertility. The number of courses is also significant. At a Chinese
wedding banquet, eight dishes are usually served - not including the des-
sert. In Chinese, the word “eight” sounds like “good luck. ” (The words
for “nine” and “long” are also homophones, words that sound the same
but have different meanings. At a birthday banquet, nine dishes are served

with noodles at the end. )
Paragraph 10

T Ch Vi
he Nuptial Chamber

Though many traditional activities can no longer be seen at a Chinese
wedding, the spree in the bridal chamber is sfill common both in the coun-
try and in fown. The spree happens after the feast when the bride and
groom go back into their chamber. Relatives and friends and neighbors,
any one at the wedding in fact, can come in to play all kinds of fricks on
the new couple, especially the bride. They make a lot of noise so that there
is an exiremely lively atmosphere in the room, which is believed to be an
inseparable part of a jolly wedding.

|B_
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Cultural Links
hEEHIBRMIOMRE>IG

FEESEIBRUEAUWEEMEmMEGEMBRSGE, CEFE
ZEFE. ITHE. ABHE. AESRF  HPUNBYRAELER
BERFBANFRE, FADEFHE Y-8, 1B, rhggdh—
SeEiEiE M) AE R A ERBE , 8 ME" . “RMIRE" . “H
FET HTX—IEUFRY EEEEBXR, IR RBFW” . “BEH
W, IHEBFR R X187,

855 TR LU B, JA EF AR P B MR KA, Wi
Bk UG, A VRR X £ B & AFFERIBH SRR ML E RS TR HER

&, AR RANEAT AR

ocabulary
b ] 3% Bk
(bride g marriage ceremony ¥ Al
bridegroom/ groom 3 &f marriage ring % & & 35
bridal veil 1B H £ newly-married couple ¥4 % £

bridal sedan-chair 3t %}
build a house j %
drink wine crossarm % & #f i
exchange greetings i# 18
family life K & 4% 7&
hen-pecked {4 & ¥ 8
late birth B F

late marriage B

love &

marital status ¥ #83% %
| marriage % 1§

play a trick & #

remarriage F #&

(be) true to the wife & -FE-F
spouse 1%

'wedding AL

wedding feast & i
wedding gift 2 3 4L 4
wedding féétivity Jﬁ Y Ei
wedding dinner £ B E 2
widow ¥ 13

widower #£ X
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'bowing to the groom’s parents £ /\ 3
(of bride and groom) make ceremo-
nial obeisances # X #
worshipping one’s ancestors # 41 4%
attending a wedding 2 ju & 1|,
celebrating at the wedding feast ¥ &7
chief witness at a wedding ceremony
ik 45 A
person who presides over a wedding

| ceremony A

exchanging bows 3{ (/%X ) #
wedding ceremonies £ %5 4L 1)
teasing the bride (on wedding night)
entering the bridal chamber X\ i &
love knot [&] s 45

fetching the bride 3 3

company the bride i ¥

‘425_
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U s iRl
nit5 Post-wedding Ritual

Key Sentences

AL Rl

2.

. On the day after the wedding, the bride awoke early to honor the an-|

cestors.

WALt B K BT R R R IR R FE L

She thanked before each of the older relatives, from whom she re-
ceived a small gift.

BAOREHSBAEM /LY, B —— i,

. According to her husband’s seniority, the bride’s parents-in-law gave

her a title in the ancient time.

IBAL & B IRAEHT RR O HEAT , BT IR A A BB 4 i — N FRiB

. Traditionally, the newlyweds are to return to visit the bride’s parents

one or three days after the wedding.

BRAER, HERABEEELLE — KRERE ZXRERFH LR
&O

. They will be hailed with a banquet and it is the bridegroom’s turn to

suffer teasing of the bride’s relatives and friends.

L RBRERBMAT, XRBBFREZ LT HERM KK
HFET o

. For the first time, the bride was received as a guest. That is still well in-

tentioned.

XRFRE I A KPR AR AR, BRE R
FEW T EBRSIRE,

=)
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oﬁderful Paragraph
WHEh B

WS — K

ay After the Wedding

On the day after the wedding, the bride awoke early to attend hono-
ring the ancestors at dawn. It was only then that she was formally intro-
duced to the groom’s relatives and friends. As she knelt before each of the
older relatives, she received a small gift. The bride’s parents-in-law gave
her a title according fo her husband’s seniority in the family hierarchy.

Paragraph 2

Thre%ﬂlgmmllg After the Wedding

in general, three days after the wedding, the couple paid a visit to the
bride’s family home, where the bride is now received as a guest.

Many rituals and customs have been lost or amended over thousands
of years of civilization. However, the reciprocal gift-giving etiquette is well
preserved as a cultural icon.

The newlyweds will visit the bride’s parent's three days after the wed-
ding. They will bring certain gifts, and the bride’s family is supposed to re-
turn part of the gifts, plus some gifts from them.

List of Gifts from Bride’s Family on 3-day Visit.

1. The head and tail plus feet and half of the roast pig brought by the
groom. It indicates there is o beginning and end.

2. liquor one bottle, any style of coke one box.

3. Fruit and Sheng Cai, a vegetable that has the pronunciation of
“lively” . 4. Bamboo stick to indicate raising up step after step.

5. Green onion which pronounces as “Cong” , the same pronunciation

as “plentiful” financially.
4_21_
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6. Baby chicken in lantern box.

Cultural Links

XF“Oi) i
HRRESE IR, SIE =K, FREE MR HR R RE, Bk
“EIT. X ﬁJATT}‘E’ﬁL*f?D

FRERZALCBEFER=KME], lﬁlﬂ:%?&ﬂ%ﬁ’ﬁ%mﬁ;%b&m’@tﬂ
RIEALE: FEEA A, S RAERESE FRRNITES .

FLREAEF, THWE 2 AT RIS, LS — A ., ®Wi1—
RAE LU TSN . BERETIR R R S IS AL IR A BB M 3T B 1R
FEIRAL D AR EL S REMIBR .

BB, JTEE B IR B S E AR A, AT, BT BR LR B O, BR BT I
—HERER R NEE 10, EE AR EY, M ER AR LR RS
SR YIRL, A AL, A SEHT IR, LA

BRARHT , BN R BB, —— 1] A0 £ 3 A RN 4B BT , SRR A R X
B OISR, WS, AEATHER, ERACEH—2 L, W16
il RS RERR . FER S — A= A LR HGRE A 2 KB
% WATESIEER SE, '

Vocabulary

b isi] 3 B
'dependent -y mother-in-law & # & & , ]
married couple;husband and wife X%  newly-married & 4
honeymoon % F family and relatives of the bride #7 i
young couple % 5% &k F# KA
be husband and wife # A %,k A# daughter-in-law &9
son-in-law % #& feudal ethical code # # AL
father-in-law & &\ 2 visiting the bride’s parents [ |7
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EEEAR gL R
nit 6 Traditional Things for Wedding

Key Sentences
W £
1. Chinese wedding cakes are called “Happiness Cakes” , also l_<nown as|
“Dragon &Phoenix Cakes”.
b EARRE SRRV BBF dum i ERUBE .

2. At a traditional Chinese wedding, the bride is often seen with a red
veil on her head.

P EESMEL L, Bk LEE S E Laamy,

3.Two “hsi” graphs together represéms the wish for the two young ne-
wlyweds to have happiness together.
WEFREXF B R OAREAERNIE. \

4. The chair-like sedan enclosed with color silk was one of the main vehi-
cles in the ancient time of China.
AEESGERANR TFXNFFRBHSFEENETR,

5. The color red is considered good luck, a strong color that can keep a-
way evil spirits.
AAEFINHREFWBUL, REBERRBENEE,

6. Nowadays, most groom’s wear has been simplified to a set of tradi-
tional outfit without the overcoat. ‘ ‘ _}
WA, REHCHBR AR E B8 R — BB SME R MGG iR

7.In some region, a grain measure and a siring of copper coins were
laid out as talismans of prosperity.

TESELEHD X WEFLE B S4B — A S A — SRR 4R, ﬂfﬁﬁmé’ﬁ%ﬁh
%ﬁc
|

-/
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Woﬁderfu| Paragraph
KRB B

C “. é ﬁf ” .
hinese Wedding Cakes

Chinese wedding cakes are called “Happiness Cakes” , also known as
“Dragon &Phoenix Cakes”. These are baked cake with dragon and phoe-
nix imprint on the surface. Some styles have fillings made of lotus seed
paste, red bean paste or green bean paste.

The wedding cakes are usudlly presented to the bride’s family by the
groom’s family as part of the proposal gift. Bride’s family will then present
some of the cakes to worship their ancestors and send the rest of cakes to
friends and relatives along with wedding invitations. Quantity of cakes to be
sent depends on seniority of guest or relationship with the family. Nowa-
days, the wedding cakes are usually served to the guests at the wedding

instead of the western style wedding cakes.
Paragraph 2
o % 3k

ed Head Covers

At a traditional Chinese wedding, the bride is often seen with a red veil
on her head. It covers the bride’s face. Chinese people call the veil, made
of a laced silk square, red head cover. ‘

This practice dates back to the Qi Period (479-502) of the Northern
and Southern Dynasties. The head cover was used by women farmers to
protect their heads against cold wind or hot sunshine while working in the
fields. It could be a cloth of any color and was big enough to cover the
head top. For its practical use and ornamental function, the head cover be-
came a widespread custom.

By the beginning of Tang Dynasty (618-907) , the cover had become a

=)
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long veil down fo the shoulder. And it was no longer a privilege of working
women. Later, Emperor Li Jilong made a decision. He demanded that all
maids-in-waifing in the palace add a piece of gauze to the head covers to
cover their faces. It soon became a fashion among the commons. But the
commons made a difference of the covers function. In those days,
women's faces were thought of as a lure to men. A husband did not want
his beautiful wife to be an attraction to men. He wanted her to behave
bashfully and look too shy to see men. A veil could realize his wish. And
the wife readily accepted the veil to show her loyalty fo her husband. Grad-
ually the veils became popular among both married and unmarried women
who were eager to demonstrate their virtues. Veils are not unique in China.
~ Even today veils can sfill be seen in some other places in the world.

This custom lasted about a thousand years. From Later Jin Dynasty
(936-946) ., a veil became a must for bride at the wedding. But the color of
the bride’s veil is always red as it is the symbolic color of happiness.

WEH

ouble Happiness

Each half of the symbol is the standard character for happiness, written
“hsi” or “xi,” and pronounced something like “she” in Mandarin ( high
level tone, the third tone) . ‘Therefore, two “hsi” graphs. together represent
the wish for the two young newlyweds to have happiness together. The
double happiness graph ( pronounced “shuang-hsi” in Mandarin) is a
special Chinese character used for marital happiness. If's not used in regu-

lar Chinese writing or printing. :
WRB T

hinese Bridal Sedan Chair

The chair-like sedan enclosed with color silk was one of the main vehi-
cles in the ancient time of China. Of course, it was mainly used by the rich.

4317
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The poor had to rely on donkeys or their own feet to travel. So it was an
outstanding identity fo have a sedan rather than a noisy donkey. On special
occasions, such as a wedding ceremony, a sedan chair was used to take
the pride to the groom’s house, even for the poor. Well, here is a story a-
bout how people started the tradition.

The story is said to have something to do with the great powerful em-
peror, Qianlong of Qing Dynasty, who was a very diligent emperor. It is
said he had made seven inspection tours to the far south of China. And the
story about how the sedan got used in people’s wedding just happened on

his third tour.
CParagraph 5>
B i ALk 5 B R AL i

hinese Wedding Dress and the Groom’s Oulffit

The color red is considered good luck, a strong color that can keep a-
way evil spirits. The traditional Chinese wedding dress in northern China u-
sually is one-piece frock named Qi Pao, embroidered with elaborate gold
and silver designs. Brides from southern Chind usually wear two-piece
dress named Qun Gua, Kwa or Cheongsam, also elaborately adorned with
golden phoenix and dragon.

In the old days, a piece of red veil is part of the bride’s costume to cov-
er her face during the wedding ceremony. Newlyweds would see each
other’s face for the first time on their wedding night.

Dragon &Phoenix Bridal Dress is a tradition to wear Cheongsam with
red dragon &phoenix design at the wedding day. Dragon &Phoenix design
symbolizes the balance of male and female power.

The groom’s costume is a black silk coat worn over an embroidered
dragon robe of dark blue. The headgear is a black hat with red tassels.

Nowadays, most groom’s wear has been simplified to a set of traditional
outfit without the overcoat.

=)
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Cultural Links
AL BE 2

P A BIE2B IR

B LR, RN PSR R KU DA EE S, AR RLe
REFBRNBE, TUFAMIEEERGEFLOILR. ERH TXME
e, AR EBBYRIEAFEN, FRAEAEZ, M ERERE
L5 T AR, FERCHULRBIER P ER G —F %) EAHE
RIEFER, WIEERXNITHRITESER 28,

AN, PRSI EEA, M B 2 M H 2 WP A BTR
& I —FEt . WNRETRMERARE, RN FHARAI RS R
BHEERENREERRMEER A,

Z 20 titeE 30 AR, TR KT HIE, £ LBEREHITHRRTH
MAEISILR 2T L REREN SWFRK EBASHBRERR,
X REYREL B 40 F£ARTE GBS ILRE 28N —F RS, 5L
M B ESEZ L KB P RN, B L2478 4L 5 0 MOy B AL AT
A, ABHEERSHFEEN R Z/DRNUAGRE, HTERB RAHRE,
FIR—ANGR, NIITIR T 2 BRSSO IR L R

Vocabulary

b il JEER

(firecracker B A wedding candy & ¥ ]
silk on which guests sign their names wedding scroll & &

HE L wedding cakes E 5
double happiness 21 X & wedding car L%
sweet soup containing glutinous balls page boy # 1}

i A EEF confetti T ) 7 4
sedan 7t %F wedding card E 15
painted wedding candles £, wedding gown ¥ # 4L AR
| hope chest B hada " 1%
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rareca AE A bracelet F 4§

silks and satins 4 & velvet flowers 4% 15

soya bean # H button 4 v

peacock T, # hat worn by the groom %7 #& 4L 18
| colourful tassel & pledge 1= 4

_&F
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U HRIEH
nit 7 Modern Marriage

Key Sentences

A L]

1. After the foundation of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the old|
marriage system set up on the basis of the old social system was
pushed towards an end.

1949 e A RAEMERL R 87 HAE 2 6 EE R i IR A IS i
HHeER TRk,

.In 1950s, marriages of the young in towns and cities started to be de-
cided themselves.

20 4 SO 40, R PR AR IT dh i 1) B S RE

. From 1961, family background became a very important factor to de-
cide whether one could be employed by enterprises or government of-
fices, recruited to serve in the army, admitted into a high school or
college, or promoted to a higher position.

H 1961 7R, REF R EBAIRE —~ DM ARE BB BT
XVERFA,UEAE, ABRHNEERE,
. By early 1960s, people began to pay more attention to education.

20 fit40 60 K], AT IR B EREE .

. With the great change in the fields of politics, economy and culture,
people’s standards of marriage have also witnessed a tremendous
and amazing change.

PEREE BUA AT UL E R, AT ER R R E T
E XK, AR EL,

fs_
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Wonderful Paragraph
R B

<Paragraph 1>

20 it 42 50 45 £ 1 S i W

arriages in 1950s

After the foundation of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the old
marriage system set up on the basis of the old social system was pushed
towards an end. But marriage as a folk custom could not have been re-
placed by a thoroughly new type overnight. In fact, the 1950s was a time
when the traditional marriage was gradually translated into the modern
one.

From mid 1950s to 1975 when the Anti-Rightists Movement was
launched, marriages among intellectuals were mostly affectional instead of
polifical or economical. Many couples had been good playmates since
childhood. Unfortunately, they were later criticized for their “petfty bour-
geois sentiment. ”

In mid 1950s, male workers and technicians put in first place such
qualities as industriousness, sincerity and honesty when they were seeking
their mates. In fown, though the idea was still popular that husbands acted
as breadwinners and wives as housewives, young men did not care much
about the fact that their future wives had their own jobs. Girls, however,
had a very different standard when they chose their husbands. As many
manufacturing and mining enterprises were set up throughout the country,
and the movements of Bandit Abolishment, Anti Tyrannical Landlords, and
Suppression of Counter-revolutionists were further deepened, excellent
workers, miners and militiamen received exira aftention from both the cen-
tral and local governments. They therefore earned themselves a good
name among the public. So, in those days, girls in town preferred excel-
lent workers and miners while girls in the country preferred excellent militia-
men as their husbands. In the same period, a large number of middle-

_3_6+
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aged and old military officers were transferred to civilian work. They mostly
took leading positions in different organizations. Soon they became objects
* pursued by girls. A popular satirical ballad then can reveal us the fact: |
never mind his old age so long as | get his Roman watch on my wrist, and
get his check in my pocket; | never mind his dying tomorrow, as | am
young enough to remarry. it was also true that some married officials work-
ing in town tried to enjoy the new type of love by divorcing their rube wives
in the country and hunting for young fine girls in town.

Girls working in government offices had a higher standard. Two bal-
lads widely read in those days best reveal a trend. One ballad reads: high
level official is the best; county level official is good; regional level official is
not bad; lowest level official is impossible. The other reads: He is my future
husband who is young and handsome and experienced, who wears an ex-
pensive waterproof watch and woolen coat, and who is gentle and soft and
mild.

Military officers, technicians and workers in sectors of railway franspor-
tation and military factories were popular among girls in towns and cities.
Military officers were admired by girls for their good treatment, political sta-
tus and physical condition. In this period, China was building railways in a
large scale. Workers in this sector received better pay and welfare than
those in other sectors. Besides, wives or husbands and grown-up children
could be offered jobs in towns and cities. Young children were entitled to
free medical service and a free train journey once a year. All this was
something that girls found irresistible. Similarly, technicians and workers in
military factories became a temptation because they were even better paid
than those in the railway sector.

In 1950s, marriages of the young in towns and cities started to be de-
cided themselves. Marriages arranged for by parents became rare. The old
marriage customs also began to die away.

_+£_
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1961—1976 4F iy i o W

arriages Between 1961 and 1976

In the 1960s, what exerted the greatest impact on Chinese marriage
standard was the exireme leftism arising in the political movement. From
1961, family background became a very important factor to decide whether
one could be employed by enterprises or government offices, recruited to
serve in the army, admitted into a high school or college, or promoted to a
higher position. It went to such an extreme that family background and po-
litical identity ridiculously became what had to be taken into account before
young people loved someone. By the beginning of the ten-year Cultural
Revolution in 1966, the leftism had gone so far that young people with an
antirevolutionary background or even with relatives abroad found it very dif-
ficult to encounter their mates even though they had advantages in other
ways.

Girls were subjected to severe political examination before they could
marry officers in the armed forces or the public secyrity bureaus. This prac-
tice was followed by organizations concerning national defense and securi-
ty, and even by post offices.

By early 1960s, people began to pay more attention fo education.
Considering the importance knowledge in communication of ideas and chil-
dren education, men began to take their future wives’ cultural level as one
of the conditions.

Advantages of working in state-run enterprises had not been apparent.
As more and more small street-commission-run factories arose, the big
state-run enterprises became advantageous for their unmatiched scales.
Street-commission-run factories were collectively owned and generaily the
workers got a lower pay and worse welfare than those in the state-run. So
young men who worked in the state-run were more popular among girls.

Political and social environment exerts a great impact on people’s mar-
riage standards. fFrom the beginning of 1960s, teachers’ social and eco-

_3_8+
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nomic status began to decline. In the countryside, primary school teachers
got less pay than an ordinary shop assistant or a factory laborer. The slo-
gans “Proletariats lead all” could been seen everywhere. Many teaching
girls, especially those in the primary schools, chose to marry laborers much
lower than themselves in terms of education. In the metaphase of the Cul-
tural Revolution, many propaganda teams consisting of laborers were sta-
tioned in high schools, colleges and universities. Under the leadership of
the laborers, many young female teachers chose to be their wives.

In this period young people of the suppressed generally had a misera-
ble experience of martiage. Knowing the extreme importance of the polifical
status, girls had to marry and live with men with whom they could hardly
communicate ideas. Some chose to be singles all life to avoid the imagina-
ble bad result. Very few went against the tide fo marry politicaily unwel-
come men.

During Cultural Revolution starting from 1966 , more than ten million ed-
ucated youth from towns and cities were sent to the countryside fo aid the
farmers. The marriages of this large “tribe” formed a unique scene. The
marriages of the youth can be divided into three types. The first type ac-
counts for a iarge proportion that fell in love among the youth themselves.
The second type is those who directly sought their mates among those in
town. The third type includes those who got married with the local farmers.

By early 1970s, youth in towns and cities began to give attention to life
enjoyment. Good furniture could be seen being made in the residential
quarters, dormitories, company offices and school gardens. At the same
time, as the Cultural Revolution fundamentally destroyed the traditional mo-
rdlities, some youth started to seek a family life with restrictions and bur-
dens from their parents.

During the late period of the Revolution, senior high school education
was popularized in towns and cities. Overall life had been improved. But at
the same fime prices had risen to a high level. Men as traditional bread-
winners encountered a challenge. So young men tended to choose working
girls to be their wives. Whether a girl had a job was put on the top by their

42'1—
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seekers. Other qualities considered by young men include education,
blandness, consideration, capability, and motherliness.

From the second half of 1960s, as a result of high birth rate in the pre-,
vious decade, people in cities generally sensed the inadequacy of resi-
dence. So, in big cities such as Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou,
Chongging, Chengdu and Wuhan, girls started to take housing conditions

into consideration in picking their mates.
Paragraph 3>

M“ SCAE K Hi i Ja Y 5 4 0

arriages After the Cultural Revolution

In late 1970s, China entered into a period of “opening to the outside
world. ” With the great change in the fields of politics, economy and cul-
ture, people’s standards of marriage have also witnessed a tremendous
and amazing change.

In 1977 and 1978, when colleges and universities resumed the recruit of
students after ten-year interruption, it could be seen that all media started a
new call for the respect of knowledge. As a result, a large proportion of
girls started to think a lot.of educational diploma when they were seeking
their boyfriends.

Advertisements for husbands and wives began to appear on news- °
papers, television and magazines. Matchmaking services could be found in
different places. People had a broader range of choices than ever, which
enabled them to make better decisions on their own will.

In the end of 1970s and the beginning of 1980s, girls in towns and cit-
ies put physical height in a very important place when they were seeking
their boyfriends.

After 1982, a large number of wedlthy people were born. They were
mostly owners of self-employed workshops and shops or private busines-
ses. These people, together with enterprise managers and those with for-
eign relatives, soon drew girls’ attention.

It was common in this period to find someone who could help fo go a-

_w|
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broad. Some pursued the postgraduates who had acquired qualifications
for going abroad, desiring for a chance to leave China. Some managed to
marry foreign businessmen, technicians or students in China with the hope
of immigrating into foreign countries. Others even attempted to get close to
foreign tourists or post advertisements on foreign media wishing to run into
their life pariners.

From 1980s, young men started to think more of girls’ exterior appear-
ance. So did girls.

With the economic and cultural development, people, first from coastal
cities and then from small towns and villages, had more open mind. Con-
sequently, pre-marriage sex became increasingly common. When they
were seeking their life partners, it was no longer the most important factor
to think about whether he or she was a virgin.

In 1990s, government officials received great attention from girls. As a
great many owners of individually owned or private businesses fell in the
tide of market economy, a considerably large number of girls turned to gov-
ernment officials and administrative office workers. In their advertisements,
some girls straightly stated that they only consider candidates from govern-
ment offices. There is a saying that girls seek to marry military officers in
1950s, workers in 1960s, military officers again in 1970s, bosses in 1980s,
and public servants in 1990s.

Wedding ceremonies organized generally fall into three catégories:
Chinese-style, Western-style and a Chinese-Western combination. Of the
three, the most popular is the Chinese-Western combination, which ac-
counts for about 80 per cent of all weddings. A typical combination-style
ceremony will have the bride, dressed in white, escorted by her father a-
long a red carpet to the waiting br'idegroom where rings are exchanged in
front of family and friends. This is followed by a wedding banquet at which
the bride switches to wearing a traditional red cheong-sam, a gown with
side slits, and her husband at her side toasts the guests.

‘4_4_1_
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Cultural Links
AL B

hEMERIRIA : KB FERISS , SIBEMAEEH

(D) ¥R . T A LSRR BUR U R AT WAL T A
Az, RENVIIEER O 23, 1982 4, 2 BN FHPiEaE
#322.66 %, KRN 24. 93 2, R R 22. 07 #1990 4, & H ¥
VISR R 22.03 % 8 1996 4, £ HFMBER X LA 24.02 %,
WK R, EEREMEFERE T B 2006 F4F XS E LA
T RIS IS AE I TR bR AR IR B 2353 27 ~30 F 2], K% H27.2,
"MK 29 %,

()R, HEX, EBERANAEEKERNAILSPEERARL
HA LB, 1997 0], T SABEA R AR . L RIATMH 4
IR AU — T L5515 3 P 0T, 90 AR AT A — X 38 77 B i K 1A
KIS AT 200, B 2R 80 XK 4 45, Mk igEH Bt A
OG5 IS AT AT B 7 Y O SE X B R A 3 7ot TIHEEAS 90 FRRMFEL
USSR B AT 80 UK 5.5 £, IMKIAER B/ S IE R ARRIR,75%
A ARG IB A e 8 KEA" 2 EC#HH,19% AR X
"B RCBAY, 550 FRMH,90 FREBFHRAPS Ak
AR LB EFHT 40 N E YA

"Vocabulary

b in] 3% 2k
rjealousy B R matrimonial dispute 35 #f 24 4
long separation & i 2 & marriage failure ; bust-up % 4§ % &
be jealous (/usually of a rival in family discord KB R
love ) % B rate of divorce & & %
(of woman ) remarrying % # _ divorce certificate & #&if $
lawful ( /legal ) divorce & 7% % broken family £ % ¥ Bi
| marriage tragedy 45 48 & Bl petitioning for divorce iF K % 1
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Tﬁsolution of marriage #% (& 45 # % marriage liberalization 34 & & 1k,

% free marriage B 1 #& 1
be widowed & 1§ marriage for love ¥ & f 4 &
extra-marital affair 438 conjugal relation #& #f X %
be childless . F marriage advertisement 4F 3§ ) 4
remarrying after the death of one’s free selection § g1 #

wife 4£ 5% common-law marriage [ &
divorce from wife 5§ £ F & # matrimonial right and duties % #§ A%

divorce from husband 5 3 %k & 4 g5 X%

J
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Old People and the Aging Society

EASHE
nit1 The Old People and the Family

Key Sentences

i £

1. Old people are cared for in the family home according to Chinese tradi-|

fion.

P ERES, EANBFEERTFRE

2. As a result of one-child family, children will have considerable pressure

on caring for the old in the family home.
HF—-MRE-TBEFHER, B FIIER P RE AN RARKH R
#,

3. It's not enough for the government to build a social-security system to
suport the old.
A BUF L — M2 RERRIESF EABTERE

4. By around 2010, the parents of these single children will be getting frail
or senile,and the children will have to support their parents.

XA T AR, N E TR A B R EAEXBHIFE

£%.

J
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5.1 big cities, the combination of care in the family home and communi-)
ty-based services will help the urban-based old to live with ease and
enjoy the love and care of both their family and community.
TEKIR T B, 5OBE AL X IR 450 78 BB T A B A1 AR W AR 0ok Ex

| kEREARRILE,

J

Wonderful Paragraph
B h B

Paragraph 1>
&k R e

he Ch'anging of Family Structure

China has changed dramatically in recent years, including the chan-
ging of family structure. In traditional Chinese society, the elderly used to
live with one of their children. But nowadays, more and more young adults
are moving out, leaving their elderly parents alone. Many young couples
now live with their parents not for family tradition, but rather because they
cannot afford to buy a house or rent an apartment. Experts say family-
based care is now impractical because most middie-aged children have lit-
tle time to take care of their parents. So one of the things the elderly have
to face nowadays is how to arrange their late years when their families
can‘t take care of them.

A nationwide survey found that about 23 percent of China’s seniors
over the age of 65 live by themselves. Another survey conducted in Beijing
showed that less than 50 percent of elderly women live with their children.
Since more and more elderly have to live alone, homes for the elderly are
far from being enough to meet the needs of the elderly.

45
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<Paragraph 2
AR B HUX 2 AE A 3¢ E 1] 8

amily Support for Old People in Rural China

In China the family is still the major welfare provider for old people in
rural areas. Although the implementation of this role has varied significant-
ly, in different historical periods, owing to social and economic changes in
the rural environment, the core functions of the family have remained the
same, that is, the provision of welfare for dependants, parficularly for the
aged. In the more traditional China, providing care for the aged was in-
deed assumed to be a paramount function of the family. Whereas, follow-
ing the founding of the PRC in 1949, the welfare function of the family was
reduced, as a result of the collectivization of the rural economy, which
meant a part of family responsibilities being shared by collective organiza-
fions. However, after more than twenty years’ experience of agricultural
collectivization, China embarked on a course of further rural economic re-
form in the early 1980s, replacing the commune system with one of private
production based on the family unit. As a result, rural welfare responsibili-
ties were shifted back from the commune to the family, which became
solely responsible for providing support for its dependent members. This
paper attempts to set out the real situation with regard to family support for
rural old people in China. The first section offers a brief introduction to the
declining family status of rural old people as a consequence of socio-eco-
nomic change. The second section reviews the implications of rural eco-
nomic reform for the (declining) status of old people with regard to family
support, focusing on patterns of rural old age dependency and the chan-
ging roles of family caregivers. Lastly, cases of family support disputes and
community responses are presented, drawing on findings from fieldwork
conducted by the author between 1995 and 1996 in three rural localities in
China.

46
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Cultural Links
ik

RERA

“EEE URANZE BN UEAZY, XKTABETE"HTH
XERHEFNEER MEACHRE, AmE BIMEMNANKE, KEE
ST, BEmdE BMEMNAN T L. MRUXFHEMNGEER, 5
— R FHMEETEL-HES T

HE2ZHRREMRNEREREEE TERLTHRELRESS
e A - R HRILRN, IR LG R RIES,

HMEEROH TR 2, SR KT, EREAHATA T A
PR ERTA ST RIRESE , 3 3 5k 55 BhRE 71 898 A M i 057 35 A T RE 1 B9
IR —FESY LS B RS, SAT S TR, LAY A X R AR R A IE
.

1986 4, AR P E B M £ EE RSB, B RRERTFER
DIl LA ERTER HEBAT”  EHEROERT, SUE2E 2
MNERRK S, PEARSMERLUG, T 1949 4 12 AMESH6 A 1
H o JLET,

Vocabulary
iy i) 3% £k

10mmunity X considerable 8 ¥ & 1
vulnerable % & 15 & iy pension & 1k 4

welfare 18 F| social-security fund # &% ¥ & 4
elderly # th senior 4F ¥ By

prevail & 47 combination 4 &

complementary #h 75 B social endowment insurance # & [E
frail /£ 55 &% 7R

| senile FF ¢ B inadequate R 7 B iy
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JNEE: 4 214
nit2 Aging Population

Key Sentences
it

1. oid people need care and love not only from their family but also the |
community.

EANATFERENXELTER AHSHRE,

2. This is a sign that China is already an ageing society.
XETEESRER SR,

3. The greatest challenge for an ageing community is how to support and
care for these vulnerable people. _

Zi At & Bk Pk AR R R X S 2 AW TR AR

4. This will offect the present pattern of welfare for the elderly.
ORI B RTHIE SRR AR

5. The number of retired people is expanding rapidly and cost on pen-
sions is growing even more quickly.

IBR A BRI AK , IR IR € TR KR,

6. At that time, the social-security fund for the elderly will be unable to
make ends meet.
et AR SREESEARE L.

7. Generally speaking,there are four choices for the elders:living in a res-
idential homes of the aged, living at home with the community caring
service, living at home with a part-time helper or full-time helper, living
with their children. .

EHA AR AR BEEEAR, EREEFETZH
X & RS, FER i 2 BUREEY, R T L —iE,

.|
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or{derful Paragraph
WERhB

ZRADY KL

ging Population Expanding Fast

China faces social problems caused by a sharp increase in its aging
population, the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) warned in a recent
report on the issue. The number of people aged over 60 in China exceeded
90 million at the end of 2001, accounting for about one half of Asia’s over-
60s and one fifth of the world’s total, according to the report from a dozen
CAS members. The rise in the number of octogenarians in China was much
higher than of 60-year-olds, which would mean a heavy burden on socie-
ty, the report said. Experts urged relevant departments to take measures to
improve social welfare and medical care systems for senior citizens. They
suggested that universities should intensify research into the problems of old
age and medical institutions should pay more attention to geriatric heaith.

Paragraph 2>
vp [ O R S 5

ough Challenges for China

China is well anticipated to become the second nation immediately af-
ter Japan that will suffer a rapid aging of its population in the coming dec-
ades. :

Compared with developed countries, China’s aging problems will rap-
idly arise amid its comparatively poorer social and economic conditions, po-
sing severe challenges to the country’s lofly ambition of building an all-
round well-off society. , _

Statistics show that, from 2000 to 2007, the number of Chinese people
aged 65 or older will increase from the current less than 100 miillion fo more
than 200 million, up over 4 million per year and the aged will make up 14

449;
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percent of the total population.

But from 2028 1o 2036, the number of the same group will surge from
200 miltion to over 300 million, indicating that the aged Chinese’s total will
increase by some 10 million each year and maoke up 20 percent of the
nation’s total population in the end.

A senior Chinese official claimed that China is moving closer to the
point that is as much as it can bear. -

So, "China, like some other countries, is set to handle many tough
challenges regarding aging-related issues like finance, society and produc-
fivity.

Hu Angang, one of China’s top economists, said that finding ways to
ensure the healthy development of China’s aging society is the biggest chal-
lenge China would have to face this century, since China has to bear the
same social burdens as rich countries with its poor-country income level.

Spending increase for the aged will surely reduce the country’s total de-
posits and thus reduce the general social investment, imposing a negative
impact on the sustainable, coordinated, steady and fast development of
the nation’s economy.

China’s current framework of the support of the aged will also confront
historical challenges. There is no doubt that during the ongoing mechanism
transitional process, the lack of a huge amount of pension, or only 44.9
percent of the urban employees and 85. 4 percent of the refirees covered,
remains a tough issue that more governmental efforts must focus on.

Because of the relatively high ratio of those aged from 15 to 59, or 67
percent of the total population, the burden on their shoulders to support the

aged has begun to mount.
S O 2 5F R %18

ging Popuiation to Siow Economy

China’s one-child policy has led to an aging population and labor
shortages that could undermine a key basis for the country’s economic
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growth—its seemingly endless supply of cheap workers, a newspaper
said.

Family planning policies started since the late 1970s have prevented the
birth of hundreds of millions of people, but incomes have not risen fast e-
nough to support pensioners, the China Youth Daily cited a governmeni re-
port as saying.

“In the not too distant future there will be a day when there is an end
to the unlimited labor supply,” the state newspaper said. “It is this that
had been one of the most basic advantages of China’s recent economic de-
velopment. ”

The report, produced by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, a
top government think tank, said industry had yet to face up to this fact de-
spite factories in economic heartlands in Guangdong and near Shanghai al-
ready finding it hard to get workers. “Although China wants to change the
proportion of manufacturing industry (in the economy) , it will take a long
fime, and today there are no signs or motion toward this adjustment hap-
pening,” it said. “The labor force is doubtless the most basic support of e-

conomic development. ”
H DLE M 0

eavy Burden

The huge aging population brings various sacial and economical prob-
lems to China, which is still a developing country. The elderly will be a big
burden for China through the year 2050, when that population will reach
400 million, accounting for 25 percent of the total. There are some 10 mil-
lion people above the age of 70 across the nation, most of whom are sup-
ported by their children. In a survey of China’s urban areas by the China Sci
&Tech Center for Senior Citizens, 98 percent of the elderly interviewed were
found to live alone, and less than 2 percent to be cared for by welfare insti-
tutions. The current situation is, therefore, far from satisfactory. The wel-
fare infrastructure for the aged is lamentably inadequate, and the capacity

4_51_‘
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of the entire social welfare institution covers only 1 percent of China’s aging
population.

EHRFZREBEERNED

ressure on Nation’s Pension System

With a growing share of the country’s massive population turning gray,
the fragmented pension system faces unprecedented challenges.

What's particularly worrisome is that China is getting old before it gets
relatively rich. The nation’s current per capita GDP barely exceeds US $1,
000, compared with levels of between $ 5,000 and more than $ 10,000 in
developed countries at the fime of their societal aging. This lack of societal
wealth has severely squeezed China'’s ability to care for its expanding senior
population.

The problem is directly manifested in the inadequacy of the nation’s
pension system. Only 13.4 percém of the total population-some 174 million
people-was covered by the system as of 2005, far below the minimum:level
of 20 percent prescribed by the International Labor Organization. Nearly all
rural residents and rural migrant laborers, some 800 million in total, are left
out of the net.

For those who do get covered by the pension system, there is consid-
erable uncertainty as to whether they will receive sufficient retirement pay-
ments promised by the plan. The national pension scheme, introduced in
1997 during China’s drastic restructuring of state-owned enterprises, first
had to account for the legacy benefits for millions of laid-off workers who
used to enjoy cradle-to grave state welfare. it must now also cover the ac-
crued obligations for millions of newcomers to the workforce who are re-
quired to contribute a certain percentage of their monthly salaries to individ-
ual pension accounts.

|
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Cultural Links
AL 2 .
PERERI 3 THIER

HREAEMERASTHEERE, IR —-AEFK60 FLEAOK
2 10% B 65 HLL L AGAE] 7% Al A RS, PE 1999
EHFAT BRI S,

P EERRT 4 3 MR

BB 2001 £ FE 2020 FRPGEER LI B, FIHE 596 FEF
AF1,2020 4E24F AL 2.48 {2, B8 1LK R 17.17%

55 B EE 2021 AR F 2050 4R NE R ILBTEL 20 4D 60 & 70 £X
AT A D A B B A B4R R BTIE 620 T BN O, B ILK
ik 30% DUk,

TR B 2051 4EFE 2100 ERBEMEF ERILH B, 2051 FE4F A
A BE(E 4.37 12,

WREEANDREE 3 LE 412, BB TEREE31% £F,80 %
P EBRIESE A DN 8000 7 E 9000 71 A, ERALRIBM B .

Vocabulary
b i) S BE
'hoary age B R BB W EE one’s elders;old folks # ¥ )
grey-haired person & & A be old but vigorous # % 3 H
longevity ; green old age;long life & aging fast(/quickly) ¥ #% &
3 _ historical research society for the
advanced age & # aged EEF EH KL
nursing home ¥ 2 K the aged 4 A (HEA)
home of respect for the aged B E X medical care for the aged Z 4 A E
(of an old married couple ) husband 57 R
| or wife Z )L be mottled with age ¥ 4 € 3
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rgerontology FHIEE ¥

society of geriatrics E 4 B ¥ ¥ &

apartment for the aged £ AN E

convalescent home ( hospital ) for the
aged ¥ AJT Bt

senior citizen’s commumity # A #t X

home for the aged # A Bt

older generation % — %

very old age ¥ ~ 4

be old and infirm ;senile 4 i 1 3%

| advanced age £ HE

be getting on in years + % ¥

association of retired persons i 1k A
e

retirement home iR 1K fif

one’s circumstances in old age ¥ &

living out one’s life in retirement

Fr#

. (old age)pension 3 ¥4

life expectancy T #f % &

senior citizen ¥ #

\
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U Bl @5 @GR iE
nit3 The Problems and the Solutions

Key Sentences

A2 SR D]

1. The dramatic fertility decline and improved longevity over the past two |
decades are causing China’s population to age at one of the fastest
rates ever recorded.

i %20 L, EFINEBRESAYFGFNERSBPEAQLKRY
A3 R bR AP A R

. The percentage of elderly in China is projected to triple from 8 percent
to 24 percent between 2006 and 2050, to a total number of 322 mil-
lion.

o E AR LLFIBTZE 2006 48] 2050 4R 8% EFHE] 24% ik %)
3.22 e,

. The Chinese government has only recently acknowledged the conse-
quences of rapid population aging and has started to address them in |
various policies and programs.
FEERELERAADRBELERILNER, HCLFHAESMBUES
TR 5 B 35 e ) B,

. Some observers are calling for more knowledge-based training pro-
grams that offer a broader range of caregiving skills.

— SRR A PR R A B2 R LU B BB R E I
PHEEARKIFIE

. Addressing these elder care challenges will be crucial to China’s con-

finued social and economic development and stability.

RIXHXLEFFE RN P 2R IRETEAZEH LS 5L TR ENR

J

MK BITTE .
+5_5_

HEEERE www.222b.com AXS: (HEHR



U AREROE—REEE
_.+Introduce China in English—Family Life

oﬁderful Paragraph
FITE

<Paragraph 1>
{5 e 55 1 191 57 iy )

eeting the Health and Long-term Care Problem

Meeting the health and long-ferm care needs of this growing elderly
population will result in soaring health care costs. Indeed, the challenge of
paying for health care in China is immense, especially since the Chinese
health care system has already experienced large increases in overall costs
and greater private expenditure since shifting to a market-oriented system in
the early 1980s.

But while China is not prepared to meet the health needs of its growing
elderly population, its government has recognized these challenges and is
starfing to develop a comprehensive response. As a first step, Chinese
health officials have implemented various chronic-disease prevention pro-
grams at the national level. They are also starting to set up long-term care
delivery systems for the elderly. But while China’s economy continues to
grow rapidly, whether it will be able to allocate enough income to meet
these rising health care costs remains as a major concern.

IR BYEE R S5 R EhhE

Profile of Aging, Chronic Disease, and Disability

China has made vast improvements in health over the past five dec-
ades, with life expectancy at birth increasing by two-thirds from 40. 8 to
71. 5 between 1955 and 2005.

Because chronic health problems become more common in old age,
China’s population aging has led to increases in the country’s prevalence of
chronic disease and disability, creating a greater need for long-term care.
And improved living standards in China have exacerbated the epidemic of

=]
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chronic disease by increasing exposure to major risk factors such as smok-
ing, high-fat and high-calorie diets, and more leisure time without physical
activity.

Chronic diseases accounted for almost 80 percent of all deaths in Chi-
na in 2005, with the major causes being cardiovascular disease, cancer,
and chronic respiratory diseases. Hypertension prevalence in adult popula-
fion ( currently 19 percent) has increased by one-third over the past dec-
ade. Prevalence of obesity, though still around percent, has almost doub-
led in a decade. These'trends suggest potential increases in the prevalence
of these conditions for future cohorts of China’s elderly.

SRR SWmH

arious Policies and Programs

The Chinese government has acknowledged the consequences of rapid
population aging and has started to address them in various policies and
programs ;

Strategies for long-term care. Though public funding for the long-term
care of the elderly in China is still limited, the Chinese government has star-
ted to allocate more funding in this area. At the same time, new opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurship in the health service industry have opened result of
China’s social-welfare reform in the 1990s, which decentralized govern-
ment-funded welfare institutions and significantly reduced their gévernmem
financing.

Today, an increasing number of private elder homes as weli as the
country’s former government-sponsored elder homes ( which used to be re-
served exclusively for elderly with no children and no other means of sup-
port) are providing an alternative to familial elder care. However, these fa-
cilities are still small in number, of varying standards, and are often too ex-
pensive for many elderly and their families.

Community-based long-term care services for the elderly in informal
and local government-supported have adlso begun to emerge, especially in

LS
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urban areas. These efforts are serving various needs of the elderly and their
family caregivers, including ddily care, home maintenance, and informa-
tion and referral services.

The lack of a trained workforce in caregiving to elderly is an important
issue facing China’s long-term care delivery system. Some local government
agencies (such as the labor union and the department of health) are train-
ing laid-off workers to work in long-term care ,but these training programs
are short and cover only limited basic caregiving skills.

Strategies for primary and secondary prevention. China’s ministry of
health has also been addressing chronic disease prevention and control.
The ministry is also working to develop the first long-term ( from 2005 to
2015) comprehensive national plan for chronic disease control and preven-
tion in cooperation with relevant sectors and supported by the World Health
Organization (WHO). Reducing adult male smoking, hypertension, over-
weight and obesity, and building capacity for chronic disease control are a-
mong the plan’s highest priorities.

Programs targeted toward specific diseases have also increased.
These efforts include a community-based intervention on management of
hypertension and diabetes conducted in three cities ( Beijing, Shanghai,
and Changsha) between 1991 and 2000; a national cancer control plan,
the Program of Cancer Prevention and Control in China; and ratification of
the WHO Framework Convention of Tobacco Control. Furthermore, to pre-
vent chronic disease at early ages, projects to improve nutrition and health
status have been undertaken. These projects are focused mainly on primary
schools and have achieved encouraging reductions ( by as much as 30 per-
cent in one year in one example) in the prevalence of childhood obesity.

& K Jg

utiook for the Future

The chdllenges of population aging are daunting for any country, but
especially so for China. Unlike developed countries where economic devel-

_584_
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opment preceded population aging, China faces the massive demands of
population aging at one of the fastest rates ever and while its economy is
still not fully developeence, without the funds necessary to address the de-
mands. China’s dilemma is how to allocate resources among competing
needs of various sectors while still confinuing its economic growth.

In addition to the 4-2-1 problem, trends in both the female labor-force
participation and the sex ratio of young Chinese may well create additional
issues for a society which traditionally has left elder care to its women, es-
pecially daughters-in-law. The labor-force participation among young Chi-
nese women is very high and could affect the informal provision of long-
term care in the coming decades. The sex ratio at birth for the young co-
horts born after China’s one-child policy is highly skewed toward boys, po-
tentially creating a future deficit of daughters-in-law as elder caregivers.

While the trend of population aging is inevitable and can even be ac-
celerated by further declines in mortality and fertility, stemming the epidem-
ic of chronic disease is one promising way to reduce the overall impact of
aging on China’s social and economic development. Investing in a formal
long-term care system to complement the informal care currently provided
primarily by family members could also encourage their continued participa-
tion in the provision of care. Addressing these elder care challenges will be
crucial to China’s continued social and economic development and stability.'

Cultural Links
AL BE

EFRFBUHIGREX
EEX, REEFANEFHAFESHSRBECHBIRRUE, B2
0l Sk ENHR TAOBRLMER AL SSFN AR, —FH, EX
BB FERHETE AL SR BV B # A2 15 BB O MR 3 OB RE R E B
B OmA L RS MBFETHNRFFREMKES; B —H, FFER
FHigEE T SN0 TR, AT A O REZ R, 5 H KA
EFERFTRIANERL, F B HEHRE . Fln k5 REEsk k5 E

SL
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ot FR— RFLEATERRE RFREBMEMBIRSES, KL, RREZS

AR 25l KA AT R

EHEAT RO, FREE WY RS EEMEE
STZ. N, SRENETFREBHCHESTRIEW, B BEANBERERS
RUEMR S5 IR BEMR S, 24 AN BH A TSR AL TR S B H % A 08 &
Mk 5 & R BAF NR BRI B REE , & &4 AR BHE B 80 55 H ™=, &
ZE NSRS RAR S SRl , o8B AR IR AR R MR 55 &0 5k %l F0
R, EHEFAREFEIRERFOHET L, ENEFARBEMNE

WHE RS LS.

Vocabulary

Wi} 3% Bk

[immense WK, L, <2 >
3

expenditure ¥ M , 7%, %

comprehensive & W W, )" Z #, f
T B, AW

allocate 2K , 4~ B2

expectancy %ﬁ # ’ %ﬁ 2

chronic 18 H By, LR K By

prevalence i 47 -

exacerbate % b, ¥ in, B &, £ fw
R, 0

epidemic 4T By, 1% 09, AT

cardiovascular & ff fn 4 #y

respiratory " W%

potential 7 7F #y, 7 4k 8y, B9, L BY

feasible 7 4T ¥y, Y1 55 T AT ¥

singleton — A, 5& B, B

sibling 5% , %k, B A, El B

entrepreneurship £ ¥ %

familial K 7% 87, K EE &

hypertension & i1 /& , it & ¥ 5K

capacity Z & , &£ B, X &, H #,
THE A B A

intervention F #

diabetes| [E 1 # & 7%, & K&

ratification #, Y

daunt 8 ¥

dilemma iR WA B 5 T, B4 o

allocate %~k , 4~ Bt

ratio I, Lt R

sector%ﬁﬁ,gﬁn,[ﬁ‘]% B:,iﬂl[z,
KW, B

deficit # F , F 2 #

skew F 41 8y

caregiver % M 49 , I L By

mortality 3% 1- %

fertility JE3K , F 7, % 7, £~

stem £, T ,#/ T ,Z£F

chronic B8, EER KW

crucial E X EFE W

]
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EAWE“®LR”
nit4 Elder Day and the 60th Birthday

Key Sentences

A L) Rl

1. The Double Ninth Day is observed,as one of the traditional festivols,bﬂ
Chinese on the 9th day of the 9th lunar month.

RFIILA LB R EERRERT,

. Long ago the festival was marked by climbing heights, enjoying chrys-
anthemum flowers, drinking chrysanthemum flower wine, wearing in
hair small cornel twigs,eating Double Ninth cake and other activities.
HRREERYHESINEFTEARER K RBER EEE e E
PR ESEIME . ‘

. The Double Ninth cake is also known as “chrysanthemum cake” or
“flower cake”.

T PHRE SO 35RET TERR” o

. Nearly call Chinese, however, still like to climb mountains to mark the
festival. Some activities to help the aged on the Double Ninth Day are
burgeoning and will probably become regular practices.

B N NEREINRAREE, ERTHEZANKNIFHEHR, &
REWERBRAEHRTH L —-TIESINE,

. Traditionally, Chinese people do not pay a lot of attention to birthdays
until they are 60 years old.

ARG R, PEAET 60 ZE A ERMMNAHR .

. The Chinese traditional way to count the age is different from the West-
ermn way.

FEAHBFERNEETERSHTRAERAR,

ﬁlﬂ—
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Won'derful Paragraph
Wi Bt

CParagraph 1>
Z A
hinese Elder Day (Double)

The Elder day is the Double-Nine Festival, the 9th day of 9th lunar
month. The Chinese called this festival Chong-Yang lJie.

The new generation in China don’t celebrate this festival, because this
is not a fun day for young people. So people forget the legend. The story of
the Double-Nine Festival began in the Han Dynasty. One person, called
Mr. Chai (around 50-150 B. C. ), who lived in the palace liked to wear
dogwood (leaf) and drink chrysanthemum wine in the 9th lunar month.
He said that the dogwood can warn people of impending disaster and that
they would live longer after. drinking chrysanthemum wine in the 9th lunar
month.

The chrysanthemum flower is the prettiest flower in the 9th lunar
month. Indeed, The other name of the 9th lunar month is chrysanthemum
month. The best chrysanthemum wine is made from the 9th mont flowers.
The dogwood is hard to find in town. So, people might go to the hills to
find the dogwood. At the same time they might visit their ancestors’ tombs
in the hills and clean them up as they do during the Ching-Ming Festival. in
later times, people only visited the tombs during the Ching-Ming Festival
and went to the hills for hiking during the Double-Nine Festival like today.
Hiking to the hill means getting higher in one’s career. Traditionally, Chi-
nese made Chung-Yang cake during the festival.

Since it is so beautiful, artists like to paint the chrysanthemum in the
9th lunar month and poets like to make poems on the night of the Double-
Nine Festival.

It is customary, on the day of the Double-Nine Festival, for Chinese fo
hike on the hill. During the evening they should carry a bag of dogwood

_gjr
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and go to Double-Nine Festival party. They drink the chrysanthemum wine,
watch the chrysanthemums and talk about paintings and poetry.

T“ jim q' ”
he 60th Birthday

Traditionally, Chinese people do not pay a lot of attention to birthdays
until they are 60 years old. The 60th birthday is regarded as a very impor-
tant point of life and therefore there is often a big celebration. After that, a
birthday celebration is held every ten years, that is the 70th, the 80th, eic,
until the person’s death. Generally, the older the person is, the greater the
celebration occasion is.

The Chinese traditional way to count the age is different from the West-
ern way. In China, people take the first day of the Chinese New Year in lu-
nar calendar as the starting point of a new age. No matter in which month
a child is born, he is one year old, and one more year is added to his age
as soon as he enters the New Year. So what may puzzle a Westerner is
that a child is two years old when he is actually two days or two hours old.
This is possible when the child is born on the last day or hour of the past
year. ‘

It is often the grownup sons and daughters who celebrate their elderly
parents’ birthdays to show their respect for them and express their thanks
for what they have done for their children. According to the traditional cus-
toms, the parents are offered foods with happy symbolic implications. On
the birthday morning the father or mother will eat a bowl of long “long-life
noodles. ” In China long noodles symbolize a long life. Eggs are also a-
mong the best choices of food taken on the special occasion.

To make the occasion grand, other relatives and friends are invited to
the celebration. In Chinese culture, 60 years makes a cycle of a life and 61
is regarded as the beginning of a new life cycle. When one is 60 years old,
he is expected to have a big family filled with children and grandchildren. It
is an age fo be proud of. That's why elderly people start to celebrate their

+63—
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birthdays at 60.

Regardless of the scale of the celebration, peaches and noodles,
which are both signs of long life, are required. But interestingly the pea-
ches are not real. They are actuadlly steamed wheaten food with sweet stuff
inside. They are called peaches just because they are made in the shape of
peaches. When the noodles are cooked, they should not be cut short, for
the shortened noodles can have a bad implication. Everyone at the celebra-
tion eats the two foods to extend their best wishes to the long-life star.

The typical birthday presents are usually two or four of eggs, long noo-
dles, artificial peaches, tonics, wine and money in red paper.

Cultural Links
SCAL B 32
TRt AMA“TEP”

MMIIBEATZ RHER” AT HULHEARTLREAN.
CIERZAET, “ERTRYER TR, X — 2Rk MREHRM
FHXREEBERATS, TR HRXRT Y., RFAKRT”, X AR
“X7 R bR E BRI GRS, XTE AR 2.
W TR C BT %, e+ 24 7 A ' LUR.BEF R,
=2 I AN

TA KT A 32 (A A BLES B3, OB EE XS, R F . 2
HMARRFRA . ZF)AGHATNAREENITHREC(RIE“TET,
GIEIN BME T, EACT MM 43BTFRX T, BiIRAR T,
PUXPMHIENEREMFEAE, ZRE8), 468, U+FHE, A“B”
i MRS+ S . BIE -+, +TE s, A BENE
—THIH G+ 3R, DT &, 8 A +4H, RN TR T,
NTAERMIRE L U TSI Z4E, SBEIF, AJTaT 13 a2 pig
R BRERELFEATZICANCE, MATXLE, —BIARFHB TR
HRFERRT ZF(ATSS FE), ERHURNTI, REAMERN, TX
ZLAENRIITH—EEHES,
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b i) 1% BK
?hrysanthemum i wheaten /N & 8 /N E & & W
dogwood 11 X % toich 45 3% ik 38 M1
uphill &% harvest time ¢ % #
mum % 1%, birthday %k

Chung-Yang cake & [H 4%

hike % B , W&, ¥ 17

respect Y K E, EE, XK, ¥
ELRR,AR,HME

symbolic F1E 8y, ff 5

implication 3| # , 4 & , 8 77

long-life K By, & #i By, % L &Y,
B

relative &K, X R, XMW, F&
4

grandchildren #F

peach Bk F, Bk #f, B 6, < 212 >
ZAERBA(H)

noodles eaten on one’s birthday # &

elderly person whose birthday is be-
ing celebrated % E

birthday present # #,

congratulating somebody on his birth-
day 1. %

prolonged life % 4F % #

(with somebody) a long life 7 % %
#

one’s circumstances in old age B &

old age B 4F

ageism % E1E X

ancestor % # 5&

e
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THFRIEAF SHAE—TC

Family Planning and the Newborn Generation

U HHEEERE S
nit 1 Family Planning Benefits the People

Key Sentences
G £l

1. The achievements of family planning have created a favourable popu-w
lafion environment for the continuous development of the economy,
HRIAE BB RE A RTIFE R R, N RAETEKEFRRE X2
SHE AT RIFHIRE,

2. Compared with 1970, in 1994 the birth rate dropped from 33. 43 per
thousand to 17. 7 per thousand; the natural growth rate, from 25. 83
per thousand to 1. 21 per thousand
551970 4EAHLE, 1994 45 A O A= 3 33%0 F RN 17. 7%, A1 B A
MR E 25.83%0 FFEF) 11. 21 %o,

3. According to calculation by experts, if China had not implemented

family planning but had all along kept the birth rate at the level of the

early 1970s, its population would possibly have passed the 1. 5 billion
mark by now.

SEFITE R PERA LT RATEE, W ikisE 20 4 70

FERE AR, B2BMEHA D E i 15 {2KK,

|
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ﬂamily planning has also provided women with more opportunities to)
receive education and is conducive to raising their educational quali-
fies.

HRIEFRAEZMNBR TEZZHENILS, A TRE B
HKF,

5. The positive impact produced by family planning on Chinese society is
wide and profound.
HRIAFTATRH S RN EREWE ZMETN,

6. With the passing of time, the benefits of family planning, for the peo-
ple and for posterity, are bound to be more apparent.

BEE B E) B HERS , TR AR B R FIAL X AT B S5 AR e i AR AR B Oy
BF,

or;derful Paragraph
WEh

<Paragraph 1>
Bk A E G I iR 3

hecking the Trend of Overrapid Population Growth

In the 15 years from the founding of the People’s Republic to 1964,
China’s population increased from 500 million to 700 million, and on aver-
age 7.5 years were needed for the population to increase by 100 million.
The 1964-74 period was one of high-speed growth where China’s popula-
tion increased from 700 million to 900 million in ten years, and the time
needed for the population to increase by 100 million was shortened to five
years. In 1973, China began to promote family planning throughout the
country. China’s population increased from 900 million to 1. 2 billion in the
period from 1973 to February 1995, and the time needed for the population
to increase by 100 million was again lengthened fo around seven years.
-China has been through the third post-1949 peak period of births from the
beginning of the 1990s, the community of women in their prime of fertility

‘+67_

HBEXRIE www.222b.com AXS: FREARL



S AEERPE—REETE
-+ Introduce China in English—Family Life

(aged 20 to 29) has exceeded 100 million each year on average, and such
a huge child-bearing community has a great birth potential still. But, be-
cause China’s current population and family planning programmes and poli-
cies have won understanding and support from the people, the ferility level
of the population has steadily reduced and the trend of overrapid population
growth has been effectively checked along with the country’s economic and
social development. Now, China’s urban population has basically accom-
plished the change-over to the population reproduction pattern character-
ized by low birth rate, low death rate and low growth; and the rural popu-

lation is currently in this process of change-over.
Paragraph 2>
AATY S 8% 08 A2 6 15 5 B W (3 4 e 8

he Change of People’s Concepts
Regarding Marriage, Birth and Family

Since the implementation of the policy of family planning in China, pro-
found changes have been taking place in people’s concepts of marriage,
birth and family along with the reform and opening to the outside world as
well as socio-economic development; the traditional ideas of “early mar-
riage and early births,” “more children, greater happiness,” and “looking
up on men and down on women” are being discarded by more and more
people at the child-bearing ages. Late marriage and late births, fewer and
healthier births, viewing male and female children as the same, establis-
hing happy, perfect and harmonious small families and seeking a modem,
scienfific and civilized way of life have become an irresistible trend of the
times. The rate of early marriage for women has come down and their av-
erage age at first marriage has gone up. In 1992, the proportion of women
entering first marriage before the age of 20 dropped.to 12. 9 percent of the
total number of first marriage women. In 1970, women’s average age at
first marriage was 20. 2 years, while in 1993 it was 22. 67 years, up 2. 47
years. The family size has become gradually smaller and nucleus family is
becoming the major form of modern Chinese families. According to China’s

-8

HBEXRIE www.222b.com AXS: FREARL



HAEBSHE—R
Family Pianning and the Newborn Generoﬂar[

fourth national census, the average size of families in 1990 was 3. 96 per-
sons, 0. 88 person less than the 4. 84 persons in 1971. The major reason
for the reduction of family size is a reduction in the number of births. Com-
pared with 1970, of the babies born in 1993 the first-birth rate and second-
birth rate increased from 20. 7 percent and 17. 1 percent 1o 61. 3 percent and
27.5 percent respectively, and the multiple-birth rate dropped from 62. 2
percent to 11.2 percent. By 1994, a total of 46. 76 million couples had vol-
unteered to give birth to only one child throughout the country, accounting
for 20. 3 percent of the total married women at child-bearing age. At the
current level of economic development and living standards in China, the
reduction of family size and fewer children to support have obviously re- -
duced the economic burden and the burden of family chores on the families

and improved their quality of life.
CParagraph 3>
ISTEX L3 L&

he Improvement of People’s Living Standards

In vigorously promoting family planning, China strives fo make the
speed of population growth much lower than the speed of growth in the
gross national product, thus gradually raising the per-capita level. A part
from the reform and opening to the outside world, family planning has
been a factor for the sustained economic development of China and the
steady improvement of its people’s living standards over the past ten years
and more. From 1952 to 1978, China’s gross domestic product (GDP) in-
creased 4. 7-fold. The per-capita GDP, however, increased by only 2. 8-
fold. From 1978 to 1994, while upholding reform and opening to the outside
world and making great efforts to develop the economy, China persisted in
doing a good job in family planning. In this period, the GDP went up 4. 2-
fold and the per-capita GDP increased 3. 4-fold. During the same period,
thanks to improvements in the quality of people’s lives and the rise in their
purchasing power, China’s consumer goods market expanded 13. 7-fold,
and the total retail sales volume of consumer goods increased by an annual
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average of 17. 2 percent. In 1994, the total volume of retail sales of con-
sumer goods in China was 1,605. 3 billion yuan. China has become a mar-
ket with the greatest potential in the world. Compared with 1978, living
standards have markedly improved, the urban people’s per-capita incomes
for living expenses increased 10-fold, at an annual increase of 15. 5 per-
cent; the per-capita net incomes for rural families went up 9-fold, at an an-
nual increase of 14. 8 percent. In Chinese cities and towns, the per-capita
housing increased from 3. 6 square metres to 7. 5 square metres, and in
the rural areas it increased from 8. 1 square metres to 20. 8 square metres.
For the overwhelming majority of families, the basic needs of living, such
as food, clothing, daily-use arficles and housing, were met. The posses-
sion rate of durable goods, such as TV sets, cassefte tape recorders, re-
frigerators and washing machines, approached the level of the moderately

developed countries.
Paragraph 4

AEBH RS A 2EmRES mhEANDZRBIRE
he Improvement of the Quality of the Chinese

Population in Terms of Education and Health as
Waell as the Overall Development of the People

China’s family planning has always included the two aspects of control-
ling the population size and improving the population quality in terms of ed-
ucation and health. While making efforts to control the population at an ap-
propriate size, the Chinese government has devoted great attention to de-
veloping educational, medical and other services in order continuously to
improve the quality of the population in terms of education and health. Prior
to 1949, the mortality rate was as high as 20 per thousand, while by the
end of the 1970s it had dropped to below 7 per thousand. From 1949 to
1990, the life expectancy rose from 35 years to 68. 55 years—66. 84 years
for males and 70. 47 years for females, making China a country where the
life expectancy increased the most rapidly. Great improvements have been
witnessed in the basic facilities for public health in China. Health care for
women and children has continuously expanded. Now, family planning as
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well as maternity and child care networks have ‘been basically formed in
China’s urban and rural areas. The major indexes of people’s medical care
and health have dlready far outstripped countries at the same level of eco-
nomic development, and the gap with the developed countries is being
gradually narrowed.

The Chinese government has taken education as a strategic key for the
country’s development, and great progress has been made in this field.
China is now accomplishing the goal of nine-year compulsory education in
a planned and systematic way. In 1994, the enrolment at schools, at vari-
ous levels and of various kinds throughout the country, already reached 270
million, the schooling rate of school-age children reached 98. 4 percent,
the illiteracy rate of young and middle-aged people dropped to 7 percent,
primary education was made universal in areas with 91 percent of the
country’s population, the major cities and some of the developed regions
basically popularized junior middle school education, and infant education
as well as the special education for handicapped children developed steadi-
ly. Secondary vocational and technical education developed quickly, and
enrolment has reached 8. 446 million, accounting for 56 percent of the total
number of students at the level of senior middle school. Countrywide, over
200 million farmers have received various kinds of education in general

knowledge and practical skills.
WA L A ™ Ny 5 3R T I Ao

iberated the Female Productive Forces and
Helped Improve the Status of Women

Family planning in China has extricated women from frequent births af-
ter marriage and the heavy family burden, further fiberated and expanded
the social productive forces latent in women, and provided them with more
opportunities to learn science and general knowledge and take part in eco-
nomic and social development activities, hence greatly promoted the im-
provement of the Chinese women'’s status in economic and social affairs as

4L
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well as in their families.

The employment rate of women has steadily increased and sphere of
employment has confinuously expanded. By the end of 1992, the number
of female staff and workers had reached 56 million in China, accounting for
38 percent of the national total of staff and workers and representing a 24.1
percent increase over the 45 million in 1985. In the 197988 period, the
growth rate of employment for urban women had always been higher than
that for men, with the average annual increase standing at 4. 9 percent,
1. 27 percentage point higher than the average annual increase of all staff
and workers countrywide. The overwhelming maijority of Chinese women
are located in the countryside, and they are the major force of the agricul-
tural production and diversified economy in the country. They are that part
of the population to benefit most from the policy of family planning. In
1989, a move of “double learnings” ( of general knowledge and tech-
niques) and “double competitions” (in achievements and contributions)
was launched in China’s rural areas, appealing to 120 million rural women.
Of this total, more than 90 million received training in practical techniques,
over 15,000 were cited as model women workers at and above the provin-
cial level, more than 510,000 were given the fitle of farmer technician, and
1. 067 miillion scientific and technological demonstration households, with
women as the major body, came to the fore. In China’s rural areas, some
40 million women are employed in township enterprises, accounting for 47
percent of the total work force in these enterprises.

Family planning has also provided women with more opportunities to
receive education and is conducive to raising their educational qualities.

CParagraph &>
AE AP DX eI 38 35 R

ccelerated the Process of Eradicating
Poverty in Rural China

In China’s poor areas, economic and cultural backwardness and too
many births often interact as both cause and effect. The Chinese govern-
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ment has taken an important step in giving support to the development of
poor areas to alleviate poverty by promoting family planning, holding popu-
lation growth under control, and raising the life quality of the population in
those areas. Since 1978, the state has adopted a series of measures to
make those living below the poverty line drop from 250 million to 70 million
in 1995. The Chinese government has combined the solution of the problem
of the portion of society living under the poverty level with family planning to
free families from the vicious cycle of “the poorer they are, the more chil-
dren they give birth to, and the more children they give birth to, the poorer
they become. ” In this respect, marked achievements have been obtained.
In the community that have extricated themselves from poverty, farming
households that have implemented family planning are often in a clearly ad-
vantageous position.

Cult.ural Links
SCAE B 4%

FEARNADS

BRI RUERBHERY 2005 41 A6 B, PEADBEEE 1312
(AEFEEFE BIRANTHREMAGER) A5 EFREAOR21% ., HTF
FATHRIEE,FE 3ZADHHBBREERT 4 4,

ERXMANHEE—-ERTEEREREENRAZ—. BRPEHESZ
HATHRETREZTY, Bl T ACOHEKOBEEER, Yaif4 )5+
5, P EA O T LA 800 ~ 1000 JTRYFEEHE K

W EASMAETER 1.8 HW,2010 4251 2020 4, P E A O S EK 4
FIKE 13.7 120 14. 6 12; A0 BB wK HILZE 2033 4EHiJE 35 15 124
Ao
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[illegitimate fertility rate &% i 4 &

children born in excess of plan # 4
F*%

children ever born i} 4 2 )L ¥

first order birth rate % — 5 &

multi( plural) birth % 6 & &

age-specific fertility rate 5§44 H &

legitimate fertility rate &3 4 H &

specific birth rate % 7| I 4 &

fecund woman #¢ & #3%

fecund man g & % F

mean age at child bearing 35 & &
4%

reproductive choice 4 H L& ##F

fertility & & #

fertility rate 4 H £

fecundity 4 F 8

reproductive age 4 F & #

reproductive age group 4 H 5 # 4

child-bearing period 4 & A

birth limitation 4 # R %

fetal mortality A& JL . 1= &

birth cohort [ #i i 4 &%

standardized birth rate x4 5 4 &

standard fertility rate A7 % 4 & &£

single child M4 & F %

| single child rate § 4 F 4 &

rate of high order birth % & %

high order births % & £ &

martial fertility rate #& 4 %

family planning i+ %] 4 &

family planning program i+X| 4 & F £

planned birth rate; planned fertility
PEJER-ES

planner it X| 4 & &

family planning policy i1 X| & & B K

planned birth target it X| & # 4 47

birth control ¥ &

birth control surgery ¥ & F K

sterilization %4 & F K

sex difference % 14 £ %

NPG ; negative population growth

R RS

NPG rate A © fi 3 K &

restrictionist policy A I #2 4| B %

ZPG ; zero population growth A O &
MK

natural increase( growth) of the popu-
lation A 2 B &K

natural population increase rate
ABERABKE

target number of births 4 & # 47

non-acceptors k3 % it X| £ F #

natural fertility § #& 4 & %
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U HEIIFTETHRSENLGXE
nit 2 Infant Mortality Rate Down and Sex Imbalance

Key Sentences

A

1. The infant mortality rate, which refers to the number of babies per1
thousand who die before reaching 1 year old, is widely regarded as a
measure of a region or country’s health care level.
PR LFET- KBRS 4 MHAEILERI A RS —F PR TR R, 8
IRk EE-AERMESTF K

2. The bias against girls is pervasive.
B & R RIFTER

3. When technology made it possible to predict gender during pregnancy
and then have abortions, the relative number of girls to boys dropped
by nearly 10 percent in 10 years’ time.

LR B Z A U G L AN AT R R W B T R, W BB B
Bt TES £ HEILFTFRET 1B A

4. People redlize the serious disparity in the number of boys and girls in

China.
MIFESPEILEB LB ERET

5. Many families choose aborting rather than delivering girls.
R 2 FREEE SN TR A LA T4 T K

6. Traditionally ,boys are regarded as the bread-eamners, the heirs of their
father's inheritance and their family name, and the ones to light their
father's pyre.

G LIRBBETFEERBEAFZN OMA, BICR#E™ KEKFER
BRE , B SURSUR KRR,
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[7. This disparity will lead to a series of social problems in the future.

XAEH B KBRS 5 R — R I SRR

onderful Paragraph
iR h B

o 15 357 74 JLBE T2 F R

hina’s Infant Mortality Rate Down

China’s infant mortdlity rate is expected to continue decreasing in the
future. In some large cities, such as Beijing and Shanghai, the infant mor-
tality rate has dropped to 5. 05 per 1 000, a rate mirrored in some of the
most medically advanced countries.

The infant mortality rate in Japan and Sweden is under 4 per 1 000.

The infant mortality rate, which refers to the number of babies per
thousand who die before reaching 1 year old, is widely regarded as a
measure of a region or country’s health care level.

Before the early 1950s, the rate reached about 300 per] 000 thousand
in China, official statistics show.

With more than 400 million children under 18, China has made mas-
sive contributions to the fields of child medical treatment and disease pre-
vention.

Governments at various levels have paid great attention to child vacci-
nations to prevent major infectious diseases.

The vaccination rate for children has reached 80 per cent in the country
and in urban areas, the rate has surpassed 96 per cent.

In China, the majority of infant deaths are related to difficult labour,
pneumonia, and nutrition deficiency diseases.

But in Beijing and other large cities, congenital heart disease has be-
come the top killer, killing 83 out of more than 50 000 babies born in the
city last year. Among children under the age of 14 in Beijing, the top cause
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of death is accidents, among which suffocation, poisoning and traffic acci-
dents are the top three.

According to pre Health Minister Zhang Wenkang, China has made
great progress in child health promotion, but more medical research and
investment are required to advance the health care of children in rural are-
as.

Attention must also be focused on infectious diseases, such as HIV/
AIDS, which have begun to threaten the country’s children.

Nearly 3 000 articles have been received by the five-day congress,
which has atiracted more than 5 000 pediatric experts from 99 couniries

and regions of the world.
P10 L A

ex Ratio

Sex ratio is the ratio of males to females in a population. The primary
sex ratio is the ratio at the time of conception, secondary sex ratio is the ra-
tio at fime of birth. In humans the secondary sex ratio is commonly as-
sumed to be 105 boys to 100 girls (which for convenience we shall refer to
as a ratio of 105). In human societies, however, sex ratios at birth or a-
mong infants may be considerably skewed by sex-sélective abortion and in-
fanticide.

The natural sex ratio at conception is estimated close to 1. 05 males/fe-
male (this is related to the weight ratio of X to Y chromosomes). Due to
the universally higher life expectancy of females, sex ratio tends to even out
in adult population, and result in an excess of females among the elderly
(e.g., the male to female ratio falls from 1. 05 for the group aged 15 to 65
to 0. 70 for the group over 65 in Germany, from 1.00 to 0.72 in the USA,
from 1.06 to 0.91 in mainland China and from 1.07 to 1.02 in India).

In the United States, the sex ratios at birth over the period 1970-2002
were 105 for the white non-Hispanic population, 104 for Mexican Ameri-
cans, 103 for African Americans and indians, and 107 for mothers of Chi-
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nese or Filipino ethnicity. Among European countries ca. 2001, the ratios
ranged between 104 in Belgium and 107 in Portugal. In the aggregated re-
sults of 56 Demographic and Health Surveys in African countries, the ratio is
103, though there is also considerable country-to-country variation.

Cultural Links

“XEWEIIN”

PEEZAOMTNETERST 2003 FR3 T XBLBEITH”,
BEEA R E 5B, P E 55 R R A 5 XA 7 A
JLEB Lo 5! b AR A )

HEASZGEEXMENFEERENERRTAR, AM1E
T AR P P A BB A S 4%t AR B LI, S B B A B0R A

“RELBATE BRREKITEAA BN R &I ETERERMLE, )
ZBFBOFE ABEL—HE RS, MELBZRAEFIE, R L
HEXZ LB REHE,

HEBRFC LR M, 8] 2010 48, B I A SR H#sm E
LSRR E TR EMAEET L.

Vocabulary

b in] 1% K
[ mortality of children JL % %1~ % length of life % #r¥ &
mean age at death F ¥ 7, 1 5 % mortality 7. 1T
depopulation A & T % death point 31 &
life instinct 4 77 A& g death (/mortality ) rate 7 17 %
life table & &% death phase 3.1 #f
vital energies 4 4 death certificate 3% 1= i
vital rates 4 & £ general mortality rate — f& 7% - &
| vital statistics 4 4% 1t ( BRTER)
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infancy ; babyhood 2L ), #A mature child gk 2 5 )L ]
infant mortality rate & JL# T & delivery room * j&

abortion ™ f& puerpera ; parturient 7= #3

baby farm ;creche & 2 ¢ maternity hospital = #} & [t

newborn #7 4 JL child about-to-be-born I = & JL
premature infant 8 7= JL, fetal asphyxiation f JLZ &
postmature infant & 7 )L, midwife 3 4 ¥

infant ,baby 2 )L, immature infant % & % 6 JL
swaddling % #} rudimentary 3 Bk % i JL.

dying young;be short-lived 45 4 delivery date T /= i

first child 3k & )
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FRIPKREE A
nit 3 Protection of Children

Key Sentences
A

1. Children are the future and hope of mankind. R
BFRARMARKMAE,

2. Those children who cannot determine when enough is enough get
trapped in cyberspace; some plunge info insomnia.

BR L A JEE R TR B F B AT W R, — 2 A8 T RER
AE o

3. Spending too much time on net will not only do harm to children’s
health ,but also destroy everything to children’s life.
FEM_EAE R 2 i B A 3 4R i B R 3, T EL G & Bt ] 4
Wb —Yl,

4. Statistics show that some students currently have mental problems
such as anxiety, phobia, neurasthenia, paranoia and hypochondria.
ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ,%&’—%ﬁzﬁ&bﬁfﬂ@: . R RE RERE AR RAE
PR AE AL HRAE

5. They are not always mature enough mentally.

Hi 1B A ) R R

6. Some are not independent enough to take care of themselves.
—HEARNE B L ERBSFEC,

7. China’s judicial procedure attaches great importance to the protection
of juveniles’ legal rights and interests, on which there are many impor-
tant laws containing special provisions. 1 [E ) 5] B 52 7 XHE I R B 4E
ARBEBNRS T TREZER, AREZEENEEA TN R,
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Woﬁdeﬂul Paragraph
BB

CParagraph 1>
PR 47 K AR N B A )

uarantee of Children’s Rights and Interests

Children are the future and hope of mankind. Today’s children will be
masters of the 21st century. Children’s survival, protection and develop-
ment, which are the basis for improving the quality of the population and
the prerequisite conditions for the advance of mankind, direcly concern a
country and a nation’s future and destiny. The Chinese nation has long cul-
fivated the traditional virtues of “bringing along the young” and “loving the
young. ” An old saying, “Love our own and others’ children,” is sfill very
popular. The Chinese Government, with an earnest and responsible atti-
tude, always shows great concern for children’s survival, protection and de-
velopment. it regards “the education of children to improve the quality of
the whole people” as a fundamental policy for its socialist modernization
program. The government educates society at large to “protect and edu-
cate children, and set an example and do practical things for children. ” It
spares no effort to create favorable social conditions for the progress of
children’s programs. Since the initiation of reform and opening to the out-
side worid, children’s programs in China have moved: into social, scientific
and legal tracks; and children’s programs have become an important com-
ponent part of the nation’s construction and the duties of the whole society.

S 3% PR B

rotection Through Legislation

For many years, China has striven to protect children’s legitimate rights
and inferests through legislation, endeavoring to place such protection on a
legal and normal footing. In accordance with the actual conditions in China

‘4L
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and by reference to relative legislation in other countries, especially to the
laws and international documents on the protection of children’s rights and
interests, China has worked out a series of laws concerning children’s sur-
vival, profection and development. With the Constitution of the People’s Re-
public of China as the core, these provisions include the Criminal Law, the
General Principles of Civil Law, the Marriage Law, the Education Law, the
Compulsory Education Law, the Law on the Protection of Disabled Persons,
the Law on the Protection of Juveniles, the Law on the Protection of
Women's Rights and Inferests, the Law on Health Protection of Mothers and
Infants, the Law on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases, and
the Law on Adoption, in addition to a great number of other relevant regu-
lations and measures. Hence a fairly complete legal system for the protec-
tion of children’s rights and interests has been formed.

The Constitution of China clearly specifies: “The state promotes the all-
round morol intellectual and physical development of children and young
people,” . child are protected by the state,” and “maltreatment of . . .
children is prohibited. ” Formulated according to the Constitution, China’s
relevant laws include comprehensive and systematic provisions on children’s
right to life, survival and development, as well as basic health and health
care. Provisions also address children’s family environment and substitu-
tional care, education, free time and cultural activities and the special pro-
tection of disabled children. It is specified that criminal acts, such as mal-
freating, abandoning and deliberately killing children, as well as stealing,
abducting and trafficking, kidnapping, selling and buying in children,
should be severely punished. in addition, China’s Constitution, laws and
relevant administrative legislation also include comparatively complete provi-
sions on the government's functions, the society’s participation, work princi-
ples and corresponding legal responsibilities in the protection of children’s
rights and interests. From these it can be clearly seen that China’s legal
framework for the protection of children’s rights and interests and its social
guarantee mechanisms are effective in practice.

‘12_{._
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Paragraph 3

u] R B
udicial Protection

China’s judicial procedure attaches great importance to the protection
of juveniles’ legal rights and interests, on which there are many important
laws containing special provisions. To the juveniles who break the law and
commit crimes, China adopts the policy of education, help and reform and
adheres to the principle of relying mainly on education while making pun-
ishment subsidiary. While handling criminal cases concerning juveniles,
public security organs, people’s procuratorates and people’s courts take full
consideration of juveniles’ physical and mental characteristics, respect their
personality and dignity, and safeguard their legal rights and interests. Be-
fore criminals are tried, public security organs, people’s procuratorates,
people’s courts and judicial administrative organs detain juveniles separately
from adults; and juveniles who serve a sentence decided by the people’s
court are separately imprisoned from adult criminals and are treated differ-
ently. All criminal cases of persons aged 14 and 15 are not tried publicly by
the people’s court; and in general, criminal cases of persons aged 16 and
17 are not tried publicly. Before a criminal case of a teenager is judged, it is
stipulated that the press, films, TV programs and public publications should
not reveal the teenager's name, home address, photo and other identifying
data.

Cultural Links
AL BE§E

ROESE A fRIP
AAHERBEXHRREARPET 19 2 LRLAAKERS
SR BGE . 1999 48, SRARAE A BRI H 6 ok B —— BBy K
RAENLEREN . H5h, 2 EAK R B B LM E RIS w®ES,
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WA B RARBENMRP T EOMEXER, BT, HERREARTERE
ROEAER, XAETHPE3. T ETFARBREANGENGRMTH
FIHIERAREE

B R BENEP SR HER, B S SR NERTZ AT, RERFA

ZHE BB TR, K BAE AR KNS A BB B, REFEAF
BRPERE WL R,

Vocabulary
[system % 45, K %, %1, th 4, % interest 3 #, % 0, B B, ¥, |
F.o4E, 7% FlE, Fl 2, A #
maltreat fE £, % H legitimate & 3% 89, & B, E AW
abandon % # , % ¥ legislation 3L 3%, sk A By %) € (&
deliberately # & # i)
kidnap 5 (/N %) SR, B & endeavor ¥ 71 , R 41
guarantee i , $RiE 45 , 8%, provision fi fi, ( — $) Bt B & ,
AT & &, & BE
judicial & sk, kB ey, AE &,  juvenile DM, 4hH ey
B 8y personality ¥, A#, A4, & A
procedure 2 5 , F 4 (RE¥)ikE ABKE
survival £ %7, £, R, £ HFF, dignity &7, H K
BAFW safeguard £ 3 , k¥ , # L
protection & 37 adult & A, & 4F A
development X & publicly A £k 3y, 6
prerequisite 4 & & 4 Children’s Corps JL & H
cultivated #Hiz iy , H ¥ 1y, BB youth confederation # 4FBf & 3%
fundamental Z &) 8y, £ K8y youth league & 4 Hl
program ¥ H , B F , NE , X Young Pioneers 7 4 FA
component £ 4+ Young Pioneers of Chia ¥ [& 4 4 4%
{procuratorate Z B #IA
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[ Three People’s Principles Youth duty of the League member H 5
League of China ¥ E=ZR £ X & X%
k-5 propaganda work F1¢ T4
youth # 4£ children’s development center )L &
youth and students & £ 5 4 U NS
joining the League; be admitted to children’s center JL & F &
the League \ & Red Cross Society of Chia ¥ & 41+
right of the League member H R AX Fe
F
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BLEHE
nit4 Education for Children

Key Sentences

i i i 1)

1. China has adopted a nine-year compulsory schooling system,whic?
means all children are required to attend school for at least nine years.
PERANER L FHEHE, XREREFENE T LA EZED
JENEF .

. Chinese take children education very seriously since they know that a
person’s personality is moulded in the early childhood.
PRAFFERESESE , BAMITA RS- AR 2 EERZ
Wi B

. Primary School Education requires six years. Pupils are required to take
a variety of subjects.

EANER/NERE P EEEEIRERE,

. High school education has two parts ; three-year junior high school pro-
gram and senior high school, which is often treated as a continuation
of junior high school.

FEHEF AR R P ENRRPERT, HPEFRUPH

. The Chinese government has already increased spending on quality
education in rural areas and is implementing a program to promote
nine-year compulsory education in the western poverty-stricken areas.
FEBFE MM T RN X R REEHRA, BiiEERT 4
TR VE R LS BEEER AR Y &,

. State and local subsidies keep tuition costs low at public universities,
federal grants are available for youth from poor families. J

j+_
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e WS P

I SR 24 R B 4 78 2 ST K26 B 2 AR FEAE — MEK T, B
BE ) B B4 A AT LU A T R R AN, ER B E R T RFL

7. The government has the responsibility to promote sex education.
BUR A RIEREAEHTE .

8. Schools are legally obliged to teach children about adolescence or pu-
berty.
¥RARERENETLVFHITEEREE .

onderful Paragraph
W B

R RAE A B

ducation for Children

The Chinese Government always gives pride of place fo children’s edu-
cation in the promotion of education in general. Thanks to the mutual ef-
forts made by the government and society, children’s education in China
has seen great progress in the past few years, with many indexes higher
than those of other developing countries and some indexes close to those of

developed countries.
X FHEH %

he Law of Compulsory Education

This law calls for each child to have nine years of formal education. To
meet this requirement, a child will attend either five years of elementary ed-
ucation, followed by four years of junior middle school, or six years of ele-
mentary education, followed by three”years of junior middle school. Today
in China, the second system, or “6-3” system is the more commonplace.

While the Compulsory Education Law calls for each child to have nine
years of formal schooling, it is recognized that certain realities prevent this

Jor
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nine year standard to be implemented immediately. Therefore, a provision
of the Education Law is that China shall be divided into three categories; cit-
ies and economically developed areas, towns and villages with medium de-
velopment, and economically backward areas. In the first two categories,
the nine-year standard has, in most cases, become universal.

CParagraph 3>

e S LB £ PN

igorously Increase Input in Education

In recent years, China has established an educational fund-raising sys-
tem, whereby financial allocations are the predominant source, with funds
collected through other channels as a supplement. It is stipulated that the
increase of allocations for education by the central and local governments
should be higher than the increase of regular revenue, thus ensuring a
year-by-year increase of average educational appropriations for every
student.

The Chinese Government pays great attention to educational develop-
ment in remote and poor areas, as well as areas inhabited by national mi-
norities. Since the 1980s, the state has appropriated school aid for the pop-
ularization of primary education, and subsidies for developing vocational
education, normal education and education for national minorities. The
State Education Commission and the Ministry of Finance have decided that
in 1995-2000, the special funds allocated by the central government for the
popularization of compulsory education, plus the supporting money provid-
ed by the local governments, should be used to implement the National
Compulsory Education Project in Poor Areas. It is estimated that over 10 bil-
lion yuan will be put into the project. The money will be used mainly to im-

prove conditions in primary schools and junior middle schools in poor are-
as.

|
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A ko] ?

evelop Preschool Education

Mobilizing the whole society to develop preschool education in various
forms and channels and encouraging not only government institutions and
enterprises but also mass organizations and individuals to open kindergar-
tens in light of relevant regulations—this is one of the principles adopted by
China in developing preschool education. In recent years, due to the vigor-
ous support and active participation of governments at all levels and society
" at large, China’s preschool education has been developing steadily. A new
era has dawned- in which kindergartens are run by the state, the collectives
and the individuals together. In urban areas, full-time kindergarten is the
dominant form of preschool education, with the boarding system and pre-
school classes as a supplement; in rural areas where the local economy is
better-developed, central kindergartens can be found in every township and
preschool classes in every village. In backward countryside, mountain and
pastoral areas, which are remote and sparsely populated, while endeavor-
ing to create conditions for running preschool classes, people are opening
children’s activities stations, games groups, mobile groups giving children
guidance, and other nonregular forms of preschool education.

7 i )L 3 B\ % o

igher Enroliment Ratio for Children of School Age

Popularization of compulsory nine-year schooling is the key goal of
China’s elementary education program. According to China’s present stand-
ard on popularization of compulsory primary schooling, elementary educa-
tion has been basically popularized in areas covering 91 percent of the
country’s population. UNESCO statistics show that the enroliment ratio of
school-age children in China is much higher than in other countries of the
same economic development level.

Jm
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Education for girls is a key problem which faces developing countries in
the field of children’s education. When New China was firstly founded, the
country’s enroliment rate of girls was only 15 percent. The Chinese Govern-
ment later took many measures so that great progress was made in educa-
tion for girls and the gap between enroliment rates of boys and girls was re-
duced year by year. China therefore has solved a problem which remains

unsolved in many other developing countries.
B ko )L B E R AR

elp for Children Unable to Go to School

In China’s poor areas there are children unable to go on to school be-
cause of poverty. Governments at ali levels have incorporated help for chil-
dren from poor families to enter school in their help-the-poor programs
and, at the same time, have taken various measures to help them return to
school. In the mean time, thanks to the concern of and vigorous promotion
by the government, people from all walks of life have been helping these
children, enabling them to enjoy the fundamental right to education.

In October 1989, the China Youth Development Foundation initiated the
Hope Project in Beijing. It provides grants-in-aid as long-term financial as-
sistance fo children in poor areas who dropped out of school because of
straitened family circumstances, thus enabling them to return to school. In
some poor rural areas, it also helps build or repair schoolhouses and buy
teaching aids, stationery and books. It has sponsored the “One Million
People’s Love Movement” and the “1 (family) + 1 (dropout) Help Move-
ment,” mobilizing the entire society to help dropouts return to school.

The China Children’s Foundation began to carry out the Spring Buds
Program in 1989. It established a special fund to help girls enter school, en-
abling girls in poor areas to receive charge-free compulsory primary educa-
tion.

|
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Cultural Links
P&EAS: T
%I NESFDRNIRE

—RMAOBRESH PEARBEAGLEREEL —-BI—%&
— BT R, XHE—R B FAE TR BR/NEN B ERITOMR/MNEK B
¥ BEEFHASEANEmMMRFF .

—— BRI NEBHE KR S R, N A K L MELLGE B
FLURBRG ¥, ¥R EMNR EEREEN T,

—HRAREMUMKBEARFHAIES BETFTHENFRLVERXE

&, ZVPEENE—-BHWEE LEPIFERLE LR, A E P IREN

WEXMNEARS L RZEREFROETILEERAE DAL, RESERDEGE
BITTHRM TR E P EVIES, BEHAIXMIER REEERBES R
.

— B FREMEE, FIBRA L, BEBEEIEIT LRI NE, Bint
AR HRIE TR, W EHIT LT R E I, XAk, BIHER 2%
A S )RR B AR IOR, MR E K,

Vocabulary
b i) J%E B
[the primary school /] " moral 3 5 , 5 & Y
compulsory # 38 #| #y, X 48 noticeable % T % W&, 1413 1= B #Y

junior middle-school 47 ¥ , 41 & # %¥  enrollment & 3T, J& it , \ ¥
senior middle school & # ,H & ¥ tuition ¥ %

a nine-year compulsory schooling assistance 3% Bj , #} By

system JLAEH| X £ K FH E steep 2 B F A B

kindergarten 4 ). & outpace A If----++ WiE AR
pupil F 4, /NFE 4 subsidize % Bb , & Wk

native language B i depletion i £ , H #
 personality M, A% accelerate fuik , {2 3

‘4_L
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[ priority £ 4 %

sustainable B DL X # 8y, Kk F R B

anticipate il #i

JHE

professional education BR W # &
populous A 11 % By, A 11 1 % 8

| proportion L,

demographic A o 4t it % 8
intensify 3%, &1k
polytechnic T % #; T ¥ ¥ &
cooperation &1 , th1E
optimize {# % 1f; ft.

_92{._
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FHEILIE
nit 5 Birthday Customs of the Newborn

Key Sentences
Wit K )

1. Children production and breeding in China becomes a focus of all]
members of families.
EPE,EILFLREXANERERE,

. When a wife is found to be pregnant, people will say she “has happi-
ness,” and all her family members will feel overjoyed about it.
METHLEINEE , AMMNEHRZHEE IFHHLEFABIZER
Fore

. When the baby is born, the mother is required to “zuoyuezi” or stay
in bed for a month in order fo recover from the fatigue.
MPLHASE,  BEREIRER I TWER EF—TH JAEFR“ A A
¥,

. Another custom is to find the newborn baby’s Eight Characters.
B—AIBRRAEFEILBNFE

. The first important event for the newly born baby is the one-month
celebration.

FHEIILE—-NEENTHRRHBA .
6. Tiger shoes are commonly found on babies’ feet in the countryside of
China even today.

B A 2 A8 b R A, BN F R A B MR E LA,

fu
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Wonderful Paragraph
W Bt

<Paragraph 1>
€6 H“ ﬁgn

as Happiness”

Chinese people put their family in a very important position as they re-
gard it as a means to keep the family blood stream confinuously running.
And the running family blood stream maintains the life of the whole nation.
That is why children production and breeding in China becomes a focus of
all members of families. It is even accepted by them as an essential moral
duty. There is a Chinese saying that of all who lack filial piety, the worst is
who has no children.

The fact that Chinese people pay great attention to children production
and breeding can be supported by many customary practices. Many tradi-
tional customs about preproduction of children are all based on the idea of
children protection. When a wife is found to be pregnant, people will say
she “has happiness,” and all her family members will feel overjoyed about
it. Throughout the whole period of pregnancy, both she and the fetus are
well attended, so that the fetus is not hurt in any way and the new genera-
fion is born both physically and mentally healthy. To keep the fetus in a
good condition, the going-to-be mother is offered sufficient nutritious foods
and some traditional Chinese medicines believed to be helpful to the fetus.

113 %H ?’9

uoyuezi

When the baby is born, the mother is required to “zuoyuezi” or stay in
bed for a month in order to recover from the fatigue. in this month, she is
advised to stay at home and not to go outdoors. Cold, wind, dirty air, and
firedness are said to exert bad effect on her health and thus her later life.

ol
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ewborn baby’s Eight Characters

Another custom is to find the newborn baby's Eight Characters (in four
pairs, indicating the year, month, day and hour of a person’s birth, each
pair consisting of one Heavenly Stem and one Earthly Branch, formerly used
in fortune-telling) and the element in the Eight Characters. It is traditionally
believed in China that the world is made up of five principal elements. met-
al, wood, water, fire, and earth. A person’s name is to include an ele-
ment that he lacks in his Eight Characters. if he lacks water, for example,
then his name is supposed to contain a word like river, lake, tide, sea,
stream, rain, or any word associating with water. If he lacks metal, then
he is to be given a word like gold, silver, iron, or steel.

Some people even believe that the number of strokes of a name has a
lot to do with the owner's fate. So when they name a child, the number of
strokes of the name is taken into account.

Some parents prefer to use a character from an eminent person’s
name, hoping that their child inherits that person’s nobility and greatness.
Characters with noble and encouraging connotations are also among the
first choices. Some parents inject their own wishes into their children’s
names. When they want to have a boy, they may name their g|r| Zhaodi

meaning expecting a brother.
Paragraph 4
ivh H K gL

ne-month Celebration

The first important event for the newly born baby is the one-month
celebration. In Buddhist or Taoist families, on the moring of the baby’s
30th day, sacrifices are offered to the gods so that the gods will protect the
baby in his subsequent life. Ancestors are also virtually informed of the arri-
val of the new member in the family. According to the customs, relatives

f=
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and friends receive gifts from the child’'s parents. Types of gifts vary from
place to place, but eggs dyed red are usually a must both in town and the
countryside. Red eggs are chosen as gifts probably because they are the
symbol of changing process of life and their round shape is the symbol of
harmonious and happy life. They are made red because red color is a sign
of happiness in Chinese culture. Besides eggs, food like cakes, chickens
and hams are often used as gifts. As people do in the Spring Festival, gifts
given are always in even humber.

During the celebration, relatives and friends of the family will also re-
turn some presents. The presents include those which the child may use,
like foods, daily materials, gold or silver wares. But the commonest are
some money wrapped in a piece of red paper. Grandparents usually give
their grandchild a gold or silver ware to show their deep love for the child.
In the evening, the child’s parents give a rich feast at home or a restaurant

to the guests at the celebration.

Tiger shoes are commonly found on babies’ feet in the countryside of
China even today. The shoes are enfirely made of cloth and their toe-caps
are made info figer's head. There is a popular story behind their long histo-
ry.

Long ago, in the famous old town Yangzhou lived a boatman called
Big Yang, who was very generous and ready to help others. Because of his
charities, he got an old drawing as a present from an old female passen-
ger. In the picture, a beautiful gil was embroidering a pair of tiger shoes.
The boatman was very pleased with the gift. He liked the picture dearly. As
soon as he got home, he put it on the wall above his bed.

One evening, the girl in the picture stepped out of the picture and had
a nice time with Big Yang. Since then, they met every night. Years later,
they had a son who brought much happiness to the couple. But unfortu-

—96+—
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nately, the magic picture was seized away by the official of the town, who
had heard about the beauty in Big Yang's picture. Big Yang was angry with
the evil official though he could do nothing. The greedy official put the pic-
ture on the wall above his bed and waited the girl to come down every
night. To his disappointment, nothing happened.

The son was crying for his mother. The father tried to deceive him into
believing that his mother had gone far away to the west. The son insisted
on looking for his mother. Finally, the son went on the trip fo find his moth-
er. He traveled westwards day and night, and in the end, he saw his
mother in a pool in the forest bathing together with many other fairies.
“Well, my son, how have you been looking for Mum a long way here!”
said the mother, weeping the tears off her son’s cheeks. “Mum, lets go
home. You know how | missed you. ” “We won't meet until you go into the
official’s bed room, wearing that pair of tiger shoes | made for you. My
son. Shut your eyes, and I'll send you home first. ”

After a whirl of gale, the son was surprised to find himself already at
home. He informed the official that he could call down the lady from the
picture. On hearing the news, the evil official was very pleased for he was
eager to find a way fo get in touch with the beauty. So the boy was lead di-
rectly into the bedroom. As soon as the boy saw his mother, he spoke to
the picture. “Mum, let's go!” the son said deeply. The mother got down
right away and walked out with the support of her son. But the evil official
stopped them right away. He wanted to detain the beauty as his concubine
forcefully, but he was refused. The official became angry and thrust at the
mother and son. The boy fought back bravely. While they were fighting,
the tiger shoes shook off from the boy’s feet and turned into a large tiger. It
jumped up quickly over to the sinful official. The calls for help from the poor
man and the roars from the fierce tiger were mixed together, which was
heard by the whole town. It was the tiger shoes that saved the mother and
son, and the family united again. Since then, people made tiger shoes for
their own babies hoping the family and their babies well protected.

#__
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Cultural Links _

s X2

FAEMHPRE REEATMEN G REHR, Bk, kA HF2RZ
“BE BT, BZEBBL A%, W ERER", BRI REL
& AR a2 — SRR R B

BFHAERHE=X, A =87 R ER AR FF,
B LA MR BERERG, KR—F. R I6+, RENE L
EEYE, LURA R R B ER“BUHE”

BFHA R EE,BWAE, BILHA 100 X, 5“8 B4L”, ¢y
“EHAT,RRAWETKR, WA S MREAFLE S, R A B FILKFF
WO RS R ENREE, RS L, ERTIA,
FEERE AR HIBRAMAE RIERE XY &R, Ed/NLBFTIUR, AW
BHORER B . BRIFATERE BN REFRIRERER.

BRI HER ,GF“ =8 “WMA” “BR”.“A%”,

ocabulary

i) i B
fpregnancy J- 4 favourite child & JL
pregnancy ¥ F spoiling a child 3% % F
childbearing 4 JL & % teething H 3. F
be pregnant( expecting) # & eruption 7
delivery ( due) date T 7 #i teasing a child 3£ &% F
confinement in childbirth & F F weaning W7 3, ( ¥7)
darling % I (first) anniversary of birth it ¥
carrying the child on one’s back ¥ #F comforting( lullinghushing) a baby #t
teething & 3|, F %F
suckling "% 47 family traits & % &1L
infant at the breast "% %7 B I, crier;crybaby 3 43
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rﬁrst-month( full-month ) party % F &

month old ;one month (full month) of
baby 3 A

swaddling clothes #& #}

children of one’s own ¥ 4 T %

birthday cake 4 B & &

birthday book 4 H & it &

suckling finger °f F #¢

brat /s &tk

supporting children 3% & % ¥

cradle 3% f§

noisy children & 9 i 8 % F

idiot children ¥ % JI, &

supposititious child # 3 ¥ % F (3
B Y M4 AN)

legitimate child # ¥

cute ( cute-looking ) child iE A & &
W% T

healthy children & & )L &

country-bred children R At 1§ 4 &
%F

abandoned baby(infant) F &

artificially fed children A L " & &
B

bottle-fed baby (infant) A T & 3k By
2L

beardless boy $, B &k T W% F

first baby 3k 6 2L

chit of a child /M % %

impish-looking child /) ¥ &

new-born (newborn) baby # 4 B |,

new baby (infant) & 7% 2 )L

babbling baby (infant) ¥ ¥ % i& #
2L

posthumous child 1% i F

development of the infant mind % )L
EHERE

tender age 4 4

chubby child & & & 3% F

following generation T — X,

confinement in child birth; laying-in
2AF

birthday song 4 H &

family traits % 454F

under-nourished children # % & B
WET

precocious children % # JL &

layette 37 & B )L K

bassinet /> JL i %

crib /N JLK

unweaned child % B 47 8 % F

new baby ¥ 7& B )|,

full term 2 F

rocking a child to sleep # % & F
N

_’9’;
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BFHBF
nit6 Children’'s Names

Key Sentences
i RS 4

1. The Chinese think a name may somehow determine the future of the |
child.
FEANAIBFHTRBREE TR,

2. All possible factors must be taken into account when they are naming
their children.

SR BT IER AT B E RS BT,

3. Traditionally ,two parts of a name are essential ,the family name or last
name and a character show the generation order of the family.
BEGRM, BFREF N LAT SR, %S‘J%ﬁz%ﬂ~A%z‘%{
WK T

4. Another character in the first name is chose as the namer pleases.
A—N2NHE2ANEBCHETRE,

5. The generation signing characters in the names are usually give by the
forefathers.

AFPREREES OB ERREELT RN,

6. In china, the family name is followed by the given name.
EHE, EEHBENRS,

7. Many Chinese have two names: one infant name and one formal
name. '
REPTEAARNEBF . — 1 RAIL, — T REREFE.

8. It is very easy to tell if a person is a male or female from the Chinese

name. PEIAKB LB L LRES X5,

ﬂF

HEEERE www.222b.com AXS: (HEHR




HUEBSHE—K :
Family Planning and the Newborn Generot

oﬁderful Paragraph
WEh

HZrmiEs

ow are Chinese baby names chosen?

Choosing a baby name for the baby girl or baby boy is one of a few
most important decisions by parents. This is no difference for Chinese par-
ents. Months before the baby is born, they look up dictionaries, talk to
friends and even consult specialists in order fo get a perfect baby name.

Paragraph 2>
lulj\z” —.:‘J‘“ kg»

nfant Name vs. Formal Name

Many Chinese have two names: one infant name and one formal
name. As is easy to guess from the wording, infant names are very infor-
mal and used among the family members. Chinese use infant names for
different reasons and usually they don't care much about how to get them.
For example, Gou Sheng which means “abandoned by a dog” is a popu-
lar infant name for baby boys in countryside.

Chinese are much more serious about formal names which are used
officially from birth to death. Among many factors in choosing a Chinese
baby name (formal name), the date of birth, the genealogy, the baby
name meaning, and the gender are considered most important.

Paragraph 3

EH5HB¢
irthday and Name

Date of birth is more than just a date in China. Each date is special in
terms of Chinese horoscope, Chinese zodiac and Chinese calendar.
Ancient Chinese fortunetellers claimed that they could see a person’s per-

101
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sonality and fate if given the birthday. Depending on when the baby is
born, parents have to follow certain rules when choosing a baby girl name
or baby boy name.

CParagraph 4>
BT HTERN

aby Name and Genealogy

Though not as important as in ancient times, genealogy still plays an
important role in many families in China. Last names are always main-
tained in Chinese family trees, while middie names are the same for mem-
bers of the same generation. You may imagine that the genealogy is a ba-
by name list of the full names of ancestors and current family members,
and last and middle names of offspring ( future babies).

B E X

aby Name Meaning

In terms of baby name meaning, Chinese pay equal attention to popu-
lar baby names and unique baby names. On one hand, the name reflects
the family background and the expectation of parents, so it tends fo be u-
nique ; on the other hand, the name refiects the historical traits of the socie-
ty at a particular time. Many Chinese born in the 1960s were named as
Weiguo which means “to guard the country” or Xiangdong which means
“fo face the East”. The baby name meaning stamps the name with charac-
teristics of a specific fime: nationalism and cult of personality.

Paragraph 6

LEBEVS. BEAT
aby Girl Name vs. Baby Boy Name

It is very easy to tell if a person is a male or female from the Chinese
name. When a baby name is chosen, gender traits are included.
A Chinese baby girl name often contains Chinese symbols that are re-

_1(12_‘#
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lated to the following:

- Beautiful and good looking

- Elegance

- Kindness

- Jewelry

- Flowers and plants

. Birds

- Cosmetics

- Virtues

- Gentle and Lovely

A Chinese baby boy name often contains Chinese symbols that are re-
lated 1o the following;

- Power

+ Fortitude

- Glory

- Ethics

« Loyalty

- Ancestors

- Knowledge

- Luck

+ Career

Cultural Links
SCAb B
KRIBIBESFHRANIE
EARNETELZN , RAABAENSYESL, TEREICEEAEN—
Mk, HETES WEREBREE AN — L. WREHTHAE—
ZHiE, EHFE, TARRE . E. K KXUEHII TRAREENAR
nq&o ’
FR L.
=& 5. B . EX. B NE HBH.FEFEE

‘4100;
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H A

ZH R GEE RE RT RE KB RN KWRE.

RKER UL L 15 -

SRCEBE GER S JUBKGRR TR BB

A H M EE

ZA N T AR FE VKT AR TUF%.
A S SOR R R A B T R AN, 5T T

W R KRB ES AW LE I EE NE KR,

SERK ALB ERE BKG ERR ERE LA VUDE OKRE A E UPERE,

Vocébulary
b in] i 2K

pet name %

jaw-breaking name #) 7 89 & F
pen name % 4%

alternative name 3| £

common surname % W, 8 ¥
nickname % 5

your( given ) name X &

one’s formal personal name X 4
good name % 4

maiden name [F| 4

your name % %

former name It & ) & F
assumed ( /alternative ) name 5
assumed name 1t %

pseudonym {8 4 ¥

visiting( /calling) card 4 }
given name 4 F ( A&, 3 %)

maternal surname £ ¥

masculine personal name % M 4 % ]

maiden name X #

feminine personal name % ¥ 4 F
( personal ) name A 4

infant (/child’s pet) name %, 4
familiar name $. X 8 & F
double-barreled surname X %
popular name & B £ F
namesake [F 4 A

nickname 45

pet name for a child /£

new name ¥ %

surname %

stage name ¥, 4%

original name & ¥ th £ F
real name ¥ 4 L4

real name E L4 4

Chinese surname 9 & %

_EI’_
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Chinese Women

RSN ET
nit1 The Changing Role and Status

Key ‘Sentences
w4y

2.

. It is well known that women have inferior positions in traditional China. ]

ARETAR, eGP ER S B, B AL RIEA—FH,
Chinese society in Confucian terms was a patriarchal society with strict
rules of conduct.

FERRCEEEAR D, PEER DT REAGES

. The traditional ideal woman was a dependant being whose behavior

was governed by the “three obediences and four virtues” .

R REN = NI B BHHR &

. The three obediences were obedience to father before marriage, the

husband after marriage,,and the son in case of widows.

“ENTHERMEERAL HBEAK KIENT,

. The four virtues were propriety in behavior, speech ,demeanor and em-

ployment.
“UPE” RAME EHE HE 8T,

. Education for women was intended to inculcate these virtues.

SHAZ WEF B AT X e R,

4&
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Woﬁderful Paragraph
AR

o EEL B SRR 22 01 4 g A

he Status of Women in Feudal China

Confucian philosophy preached women’s inferiority to men. Women
were to remain ignorant and to obey—first, their fathers; after marriage,
their husbands; during widowhood, their sons. Marriages were arranged,
and a woman's responsibility was to remain married, no matter how unde-
sirable the match. Divorce was not allowed or remarriage by widows.
Chastity archways were built for women who killed themselves when their
husbands died. The major role of women, considered the private property
of men, was to please their husbands and to bear children. Symbolic of
women’s subservience was the practice of binding women's feet. Intro-
duced in China during the last Tang dynasty, this practice lasted nearly 1,
000 years. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, women had to bind their

feet to be eligible for a husband.
1949 £ )5 ) 5 1

hanges aﬂer 1949

With the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, the status of
women in China changed dramatically. The Chinese Communist Party and
the people’s government recognized that the liberation of women, who
constituted half the population of China, was necessary for the country to
readlize complete emancipation.

The new government promulgated a series of laws, policies, and reg-
ulations that protected women. The Chinese Constitution of the early 1950s
stated clearly that Chinese women enjoyed equal rights with men in politi-
cal, economic, social, cultural, and family life. The state protected

lﬁ{r
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women's rights and interests, practiced equal pay for equal work, and pro-
vided equal opportunity for women’s training and promotion. China’s Mar-
riage Law eliminated arranged marriages, stipulating that both- women and
men were free 1o choose their marriage partners, and widows were al-
lowed to remarry. The Inheritance Law recognized the equal right of women
to inherit family property. The Labor Insurance Regulations Law of 1951
guaranteed women 56 days of maternity leave with full pay. The Land Re-
form Law of the early 1950s provided rural women with an equal share of
land under their own name, thereby protecting their economic independ-
ence.

Unfil passage of the economic reform policy in 1979, the government’s
protective policy toward women enabled Chinese women to maintain jobs
while becoming mothers and raising families. Despite the country’s huge
population, China adllowed everyone a share from the “big iron bowl. ”
During this period, little competition existed, wealth was relatively evenly di-
vided, and the huge population generally was fed and clothed, though at a

low standard.
Paragraph 3

ABE KL
ncreased Opportunities
The role and status of women in China today is characterized by in-
creased opportunities along with intense-competition and major challenges.
As the commodity economy has developed in China, men in the rural
areas have migrated to the cities. In some labor force. As noted, labor in
the country-side is no longer restricted to farm work. Household industries,
processing industries using local raw materials, and handicrafts are flour-
ishing. Farmers, freed from the notion that being prosperous is against tra-
dition, are working hard to become rich. Statistics indicate that rural indus-
fry now engages 85 million people, 35 million (40% ) of whom are
women. Women’s federations in many rural areas have helped to launch
programs to develop court-yard economies, i. e. , the intensive and efficient

%ﬂ_
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use of small family plots. For example, the roofs of farmers’ houses are
covered with gourds; fruit trees and grape trellises have been planted in the
yards; poultry and domestic animals are raised beneath these plants;
mushrooms are grown underground. Women produce baskets, sofa cush-
ions, and straw mats using maize husks, which formerly would have been
used as firewood. Embroidery factories employ young women, who can
continue to have babies while doing piece work at home.

Today, women are mayors or vice mayors in 250 of the 514 cities in
China. The Chinese Women Mayors Society, established in 1991, has a
growing membership and is welcomed by women in China. The China So-
cialist Women Entrepreneurs Association held a seminar to discuss China’s
market economy. Women entrepreneurs throughout China were invited to
participate; 50 of them were honored for. their outstanding achievements.

Chinese women also have been very successful in sports, winning
more gold medals than Chinese men.

Chinese women comprise over one-third of workers in the fields of
trade, industry, finance, and communication, and almost half of those in
education, culture, and heaith. '

Cultural Links
SCAb e 2 _
PEPGINE SRS

FEE D E LRGN RKBERE, 4 X R Em TS
WRERA, M EPEM B A EE, XATRLHSRE SHh
MR RAE TS, — S22 Ee B E 60 B4E3%, hE LM F AR R B
B ENENXOREE,

FERERETREMBARNZEA R FASHER, ELE X
KB ELFEILRANEE, fEPFERATIUVE, Mg s
HHE, PEERBRTERFTHESER. ERT, ERAZTEEFH, X
KW WHEEHBS, THEX —dBR T EZRBEMAE, TENASE
FREREN R, EFESEE, S EHTER LA, 45X hE

‘ﬂs_}_
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J1o

ocabulary

b i) 3 BK

'infen'ority HE K%

chastity #i7&, 0¥, H %

please i

bear 3k §

subservience # f , # i

bind 45, #3 , ¥3T, B HE , 4 K

eligible #F & & 1 8, &4 B9

chang # 3 /&

dramatically % B3k, 5] AE B 3

status & 4, ML, B, KA

liberation & % , ## %

emancipation B 3 , ## %

promulgate X # , A7 , & 3%

law % 4, R, B ¥, 5%, 8 %
R0

policy B % , 7 4t

regulation LI , A F ,f ¥, KB

protect R4

equal HHE W, HEWH, EW,F
B, EEN AHLETH

right I X, AE, E#,HF, &,
# ik

political B 7 #, 7 & L &4

economic B ( L)W, BHF ¥

social H & H, EX R 8y, H R B,
BHEW

cultural X ft. 8y

family X E , XK, KB, ¥R, T%
"R

life £, £, — 4%, F#, £ &
h iR |

interest X A, A0, FEEM, B,
AR, Fl 4, Fl &

opportunity FL&, B .

training W&k, %3

promotion 2 ¥, X 4, # #, # &,

&

eliminate #E ik, 34 %

remarry ( £ ) B 1

guarantee £} if , fRiE ¥ , HAR,
AT &

independence % 37 , § £

competition ¥ 4 , &

HEEIE www.222b.com



iy AEERPE—RELSE
“Antroduce China in English—Family Life

HMABESSH
nit2 Intense Competition and Challenge

Key Sentences

Wi ba R £

1. Women had not had the same opportunities and responsibilities as]
men in many fields.

A ZEEP , AL UEHEANBHZEAREMILSHRERMSER
A

. With few exceptions,they hadn’t been given the top jobs in public life,
business and the professions.

BR T LB IHESLSL, AL H WA FEARERE HF MR P B
riomis == 18 28

. Women were gaining new respect,better jobs ,and better pay as well.
HL EERSH WEE, B RIBIRAN THEME R,

. These people believed that because of biological differences,
women and men should have different working conditions and differ-
ent kinds of work. ;X AMfE, T B AR FHER B TIES
AR TRRZARE

. Many women now choose to be a successful professional other than
all admired housekeeper.
MASRELCHTEEREBR NP MR ERTRAIZAFENE
EEd,

. Historically, women were judged by their achievements as wives and
mothers, instead of their success as professionals.
ARLRALHRE—-ERMITIAZE IARNES, MTARE L
Bay:p) R
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Wonderful Paragraph
% Bt

Paragraph 1>
WAL 35 5 PRk

ntense Competition and Challenges

Economic reform, including the introduction of a market economy and
the opening of China to the outside world, has stimulated individual initia-
tive in China. Competition for jobs has become intense. Obtaining stable
and secure employment is no longer easy; to be successful, one needs to
work hard and compete. In general, Chinese women were unprepared for
this environment and have not been able to compete equally with Chinese
men. A number of factors help to perpetuate this situation.

ik ol B 53¢

ifficulty of Securing Jobs

In a market economy, the efficiency of an enterprise is a top priority.
To survive and be competitive, industries in China have been reorganizing
their labor force and releasing excess workers. The protective policies and
regulations previously applied to women often are ignored by manage-
ment. Many factories and other business enterprises prefer to recruit men
because of women's traditional responsibilities of bearing and rearing chil-
dren and maintaining households. Arriving late, leaving early, and asking
for leave are considered undesirable characteristics of women workers. The
result of these aftitudes has been that many women have gone into low-
paying jobs or are receiving lower pay for the same work.

111
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BOE M

iscrimination in Education

With the implementation of China’s current family planning policy,
many families, especially those in the countryside, wish to have one boy to
do heavy farm work and to perpetuate the family line. Infanticide with baby
girls, though illegal, is not uncommon.

Country people in the remote mountainous regions of China often are
too poor to justify sending their daughters to school. Fewer girls than boys
are enrolled in basic education in China today, especially in poor and na-
tional minority areas. More than 70% of school dropouts are girls. And
more than 70% of China’s 220 million semiliterate or illiterate people are
women.

Fewer women are enrolled in higher education, in part because some
universities openly discriminate against female students, acknowledging
that they will choose boys over girls with similar qualifications and entrance

examination scores.
Paragraph 4>
O WERMT

omen’s Dual Responsibilities

in China, women continue to bear the primary responsibility for bear-
ing and rearing children and for doing housework. Unlike the old China,
however, women now also are employed. Doing both jobs is not easy;
support from families and society is essential. Putting a career first is ac-
ceptable behavior for men, but society is less tolerant of this behavior by
women. Because the pressure on women to succeed in both roles is in-
creasing, much more education is needed to create a social atmosphere
conducive to women’s success. To date, the number of “strong and capa-
ble women” in China who have emphasized their career over their roles as
wives and mothers is a minority.
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FE R R 13

inding a Spouse

Traditionally in China, the husband was the head of the household;
his role was to earn money to support his wife and family. The most impor-
tant thing for a Chinese woman was to find a husband who was rich or ca-
pable of earning money. These views are still deeply rooted in the Chinese
mentality. Women’s work and careers are still considered secondary to
many people. The result is that Chinese women today continue to look for a
husband who is more capable and holds a higher position than they do.
Chinese men continue to choose wives on the basis of beauty, gentleness
and femininity, virtue and their potential as a good mother, and domestic
capability. The result is that some people have trouble finding a spouse. A
Chinese saying is, “Good men always get married, while good women re-
main single. ” Some strong independent women in China choose a career
over family and remain single.

A survey conducted by the author substantiated these claims. The
young men inferviewed indicated that strong women are fine, but not as
their wives. Many of the women interviewed admitted that they were loo-
king for a goed, capable, understanding husband and were quite ready to
put a career second to doing a good job as a wife, mother, and household
manager. Because the standard of living is not yet high in China, women
expect fo work and earn money to supplement the family income; in addi-
tion, many do not wish to be totally dependent on their husbands. But o-
verall, the number of Chinese women who plan to focus on careers is limit-

ed.
|
FLIR 8 1 0 2 s L 5

eep-rooted Societal Prejudice and Discrimination

Discrimination and prejudice against “strong women” is deeply rooted
113
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in China, an outgrowth of its long feudal history. An example will illustrate.
A woman entrepreneur in her late forties had an elderly mother of 80, a
husband, and a daughter of university age. Prior to economic reform, both
she and her husband, university graduates, had secure jobs as senior en-
gineers in state-run enterprises. After reform, the wife left the state-owned
enterprise and started her own business. The husband had been promoted
in the state-run business and therefore, was in a slightly higher position
than his wife. As she developed her business, the wife had opportunities to
develop her talents. Despite severe competition and discrimination, she be-
came very successful. The result has been “90% bitterness and only 10%
happiness. ” She has had to devote virtually all of her fime and energy to
her work, overcoming barriers to establishing her business and to her posi-
tion as a vice manager of a township economic and trading company. She
has had limited fime to take care of her home and her elderly mother. She
hired domestic help, but is rarely home until late at night (the result of nu-
merous business meetings involving foreign visitors and businessmen). Her
husband is unhappy and feels threatened by her successful and ( now)
more lucrative career. Rumors circulate about her late hours and male com-
panions. She refused an offer to become general manager because of the
social pressures that would result. Her story is not unique in China today.

Paragraph 7>
i LR 5 b

olitical Rights and Status

Women today represent a large percentage of the total workforce in
China. They are employed at all levels of government as well as in eco-
nomics, culture, education, and science. Yet a pyramid structure exists:
the higher up the pyramid, the fewer women. Because women's political
rights and status were carefully protected and guaranteed in the 1950s, a
number of prominent women leaders emerged during the revolutionary
years. Soong Ching Ling or Mme. Sun Yatsen once served as President of
the People’s Republic; Deng Yingchao or Mme. Zhou Enlai was Chairwom-
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an of the People’s Political Consultative Conference, and Mme. Chen Mu-
hua was Vice Premier. Today there are no women at the top level of na-
tional leadership. The President of the People’s Republic, the Chairman of
the People’s Congress, the Chairman of the People’s Political Consultative
Conference as well as the Premier of the State Council are men, No women
serve in the Political Bureau of the Chinese Communist Party, a regression
from the past years and an indication that women’s voices are not being
heard at these upper levels of government. The ratio of men to women
state councilors is 8: 1; the ratio of deputy chairs of the People’s Congress is
10:1; the ratio of deputy chairs of the People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence is 25:1, and women represent only 7% of all ministers.

Wmﬁural Links

SCALBE 4
K Hikin R RN
PIBMNHIEL

HEFHERERN AL NERAEERET —ERENZA, 118
SR SE N SRR RNEEE R BEE ENBREER JEHXR
WEMABFE RE M. B, RIMNWNDEER, b T BiTRERN
WX KEZEANRRN B &, LT JLTE B AR ENE—E
R FREAE AR B WS, X EEET DA EFEAR AT
M7, W TEBEN R EE L NRBRESN .S B, MBEHERT &
M SR EEV S EBEXRP, BN ESHERMALRHTFTEMR
BE B 2 T A L R L AT B S RIFROR; T2 B S SUR VAR S & 14
AR, b A1 7E S840 P Y S LB A <

REHBIFTGEREY, P AT AR S5 HAE 5 50 A5 BE o 3
R RE MR, XEE, SR+ A X M EEMRX A B4
BB, AR R TR BT IR BUR AN 5 5 SORE B O RIS A S R E A E I
BB BNOXEAHERLBENRERMN T HETEMNHELHS
J1o BAVHE, ELARENS L FELRFRKN—BBREE.
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conventional morality 1% 4t 18 ¥ 18 &

moral concept il £ W, &

feudal morals(/ethics) 2 #1403

professional ethics (/morality ) B} v

social atmosphere ; public morals
#He2RA

political equality ¥ i& F %

liberty ; freedom B

standard of morality i /& #7

moral ( /ethical ) principles ¥ £ J& U

principles of fairness A F &N ©

principles of equality % J& )

rules of life 4 ¥& # W

standard of right and wrong £ 3
Rk

fortitude ¥

wisdom ; prudence & #

natural ( /innate ) rights & #4 A F|

personal liberty /™ A B &

sanctity of individual ™ A 2 &

independence of character /1\']&#]
¥ AL

dignity of man;sanctity of person
AW E®

personality A #

L

ego H % T
self-development H & & &
self-assertion B & H &
self-realization & & 23
self-reliance ; self-confidence B &
self-respect H ¥
contribution T #k
labour # 3}
perfection 5& &
approve # A%,
inequality 7 %%
distrust £ 5 £
sense of duty % fF &
only chance ¥ —#l.&
lucky ( /favourable ) chance
FHEZ WL
successful ( /fruitful ) life # & &t &
— 4
(bitter) experience ; (hard ) lot i &
professional career R fj
professional life BR ¥ 4
money-making  opportunity;
chance & .4

best opportunity  {£ it #l,
achievement B

stiff (/hard ) undertaking 7§ # & 2
outstanding contribution 7 ¥} 7 #

main
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[ great( /gigantic ) achievement fame B & ]
E X B3 ( enjoying ) some reputation /N H 4
great( /substantial ) contribution E X 5

T
passive position 3 5 3 fi
superhuman feat # A b %%
low position(/status ) 3, i %
personal honour 4™ A 4 %
official position B B}
fine reputation % #
fame and fortune £
front-rank position 4 %] & ¥
business ( /commercial ) reputation
[ RAEES
social position #: 4 3 fiL

intermediate ( /middle ) position ¥ |g]
Ho A

insurmountable difficulty & ¥ 3% R
B A

long-range problem K A ¥ j&] B

besetting difficulties & & H #

setback # #r

present-day problem ¥ 4 Ja] £

personal difficulty > A H #

avoiding(/dodging) a difficulty |5 38
&

employment problem 3t M |5] £

unemployment problem % W | #

J
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B IEEERE
nit3 Women,Marriage and the Family

Key Sentences
A

1. For thousands of years, Chinese women were held up by hour hold |
chores.

LTk, PEBLEFEFER R,

2. Their family role consisted of washing clothes, cooking and looking af-
ter children. '
GEARIR MR BB FREMITREMAA.

3. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the State
put forward the goal to develop social services, aiming to enable
women to get out of the house and become part of society.
FrhEBLE, M EELiEE BRI, AR S, RERRABRHER
%o

4. Women’s employment rate thus increased rapidly.

Akl AR IR E R

5. Leaders of women’s organizations were asking for “Full liberation”

now.
A AL SRR ), AL B BURB -
6. The movement for liberation had some quick successes.

| AZ@ns shiRRBUR T — it/
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Wonderful Paragraph
iR v Bt

Paragraph 1>
JBUSR 5 35 4 T B IR B4 LR

olicies and Laws to Protect Women's Rights

In the early 1950s, the Marriage Law of the People’s Republic of China,
the first law promulgated since the founding of New China in 1949, clearly
stipulated women'’s equal status in marriage and the family. The revised
Marriage Law, promulgated in 2001, reiterated the basic principle of equali-
ty between men and women, stressed the equal status of husband and
wife and their equal rights and responsibilities in marriage and the family,
and, in consideration of actual situation, added articles forbidding domestic
violence and bigamy with the clear aim of protecting women'’s rights. To-
day, women have a lot more say in decision-making concerning their own
marriage and play a bigger role in family decisions, and their personal and
property rights are better protected.

Over the last decades, the rate of early marriage among women has
dropped, the average age for first marriage has gone up, and the general
childbirth rate was kept at a fairly low level-1. 8 per couple in 2004. In the
course of promoting family planning, the state stresses gender conscious-
ness in society while respecting women’s rights concerning childbirth, in-
tegrating family planning with the promotion of gender equality. The Law on
Population and Family Planning, implemented since 2002, further stipulates
that husband and wife must both be responsible for family planning, thus
providing favorable conditions for gender equality in family life.

Greatly developing social welfare undertakings, giving priority to com-
munity public services that directly concern family life with the aim of sociali-
zing housework, and enabling women to have more free time. In tandem
with the rapid development of housework services, the rate of expenditure
on such services is increasing. The prevalence of household appliances and
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the development of nurseries and kindergartens, as well as the increased
percentage of housework shared by men have dll lightened women’s
housework burden and further narrowed the gap in housework time be-

tween men and women.
@/a;;graph 2

LH S KRR
he Girls’ and Baby Girls’ Legal Rights

The Law on Population and Family Planning forbids fetus gender identi-
fication by means of ultrasonic and other technical methods for non-medical
purposes, and forbids termination of pregnancy out of consideration for a
fetus’ gender for non-medical purposes. In recent years, government de-
partments concerned have initiated the drive fo “Bringing a New Ethos of
Marriage and Childbirth to Myriads of Households, ” to further stress equali-
ty between men and women and promote social esteem for both male and
female babies. In 2003, the “Care-for-Girl Action” started, which put for-
ward the ideas that “ gender discrimination should be eradicated from the
prenatal stage and gender equality should be stressed in early childhood. ”
Through wide and intensive publicity, the action is aimed at establishing,
step by step, an interest-oriented mechanism favorable for.girls and their
family development, changing the traditional preference for boys to girls,
safeguarding girls’ legitimate rights and interests, and striving to enhance

their status in the family.
CParagraph 3>
E%iﬁhﬂtﬂ‘lﬁﬂeﬂﬂ R 5 HbAE

Iderly Women'’s Legitimate Rights, Interests and Status

To provide legal and institutional guarantees for the protection of the
rights and interests of elderly people of whom women form the majority,
the state has formulated a series of laws and policies over the last decade,
with the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Profection of Rights
and Interests of the Aged as the core. The Chinese government is especially

_12_0F
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concerned about the special problems of elderly women, and provides
guarantees for their basic subsistence and protection of their legitimate
rights and inferests. The state also encourages the development of under-
takings and industries aimed at serving elderly people, and gradually achie-
ving the goal of offering socialized services for the aged. It also pays atten-
tion to ensuring the physical and mental health of elderly women, and en-

riching their spiritual and cultural life.
HKEREY B LR

ousehold Environment Featuring Respect for Women

In September 2001, the state promulgated the Implementation Outline
for the Project for Enhancing the Moral Standards of Chinese Citizens, which
sets forth the ideas of achieving equality between men and women in family
life, respecting and protecting women'’s legitimate rights and interests, and
opposing discrimination against and persecution of women. The outline al-
so advocates making one’s own decision in fove and marriage, and promo-
ting the new civilized ethos of “respect for the elderly and care for the
young, equality between men and women, industrious and thrifty house-
hold management, and harmonious family life and neighborly unity. ” With
great support from the government, a sound environment for gender equal-

ity in household affairs is taking shape.
<Paragraph &>
E 2w S A

nternational Exchanges and Cooperation

Actively promoting international exchanges and cooperation in the as-
pect of families. The Chinese government has all along actively participated
in UN resolutions, consultations and other activities concerning family is-
sues. China joined the World Family Organization in 2001 and attended the
United Nations Doha International Conference on the Family in 2004. China
supports the Doha Declaration in its encouragement of equal partnership
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between husband and wife within a committed marital relationship, and
condemns domestic violence. In the same year, China hosted the World
Family Summit, and advocated that gender equality should begin in the
family, to foster a harmonious partnership among family members.

MWM Links

AL BE
IPEI RSN

KEPIDNIIREES

e E P BKA 4T 2000 4E 12 AXT AR 18 ¥ E 64 ¥ B/ ARt
frmERE, AERBTHENIERENBEBMEMENR,KS BL
Hh—¥, WEENR, 0 EhH, EELFAHSNER, KEBLNZHE
WREA B GEE, AL AEBRRE PR SAERT., 51990 FHL,18 %
64 Bt WP &L E LR E R LRI 37% 1255 50. 7% ,m LU
EAILEBIN 12.4% B EF] 17.5% ,TSCH ELBINM 30% — T RERI 11.1% ,

HEERER AFREEREFHRRLLHATEZHNS S, &
“NEHAEFE"HRE L, AREIFRRE R FTEHETREMN LLALE
67.4% , Lt 10 ERGIRE 17.3% . AEER, BRELHWERENNAESH
HEM, A 88.7% WatEFER, “ELALI"HBHAAU” HOE“WE
M AERRR o

HERN BN ETHRFHRET AEEHNNEXERELER, it
“BARMSRNE, L ALAREE RN T HES R4 THER, H 50.4% i
HFRARBR ;L ERES L TRERNBREBE Mtk F 37.3% 8E
FEAHRFIRAR , R —BEZ NIRRT RENFEFLESE AMES
HWE,
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Vocabulary

il % Bk

managing household affairs % K

head of a family ¥ K A

housewife X E A4 (KE 1)

family responsibilities ( burden) K &
kit

household sideline production ¥ £
EIRZ

attachment of one’s family & Ji£ W&

family household % & F

family (home ) education K EH &

family quarrel X & 8 %

family circle % & B F

home ( family ) life &K £ 4 J&

family living conditions K £ 4 7%
F 1

family income F £ W A\

household duties K %-

housework K %% %4

housekeeping K #

founding a family # 37 K &

routine housework H % % %

maintaining ( feeding and clothing )

one’s family 3k K

model couple( husband and wife)
BEkRE

model wife 14 & £ F

married man’s entire family ( parents,
wife and children) £ ), /)

abused wife F E& W T

virtuous ( devoted ) wife ¥ & ¥y £ F

better half ; devoted wife & ¥ BY

family status % JE #bfir

family circle % jZ B

family solidarity K F£ H %

household chores K %- % 5

housekeeping K 3

abandoning one’s family # %

be comfortably off & i¥f /N &

household sideline production %K jE
EIR2

family member ¥ E B

attachment of one’s family K & W &

family income K WA\

extended family A K £

numberous family % ¥4 K &

lower-income family {8 N\ K B

family of four W 0 2 ¥

]
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HNExE5D4EKR
nit4 Women and Health

Key Sentences

iR £

1. The Chinese government considers women'’s health an area of prioritﬂ
in promoting gender equadlity and the development of women.

o E BN ERR M 9 55 5 A4 & R I R it i Lo R 8 B
A EIBHME

2. The average life expectancy for women was 74 years in 2003.

2003 4, G HwRE 74 %,

3. The Chinese government has made efforts to improve conditions in
clinics in townships (towns).

h EBT RS R S HE T BEYST &4

4. The relevant government departments at all levels are exploring a spe-
cial mode of healthcare service for migrant women in the neighbor-
hood communities.

XA R BN IBTT EAE R RSB H X Fish id & M BT AR 558K,

5. Practical effects have been achieved in the prevention and treatment of
AIDS.

TERIA SR AR B2 BUE T ERRIBR .

6.In recent years, the Chinese government has conducted international
cooperation with many international organizations.

ITEESR, s R I8 AR R T RIA T SEE R T |, B EE
WSRESERERIT T &5
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oﬁderful Paragraph
WMEhB

Paragraph 1

B
rief Introduction

The Chinese government considers women's health an area of priority
in promoting gender equality and the development of women. Over the
past decades, the state has promulgated and implemented such statutes
as the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Health Protection of Moth-
ers and Infants and Law of the People’s Republic of China on Population
and Family Planning. It has also set the goals for women's health in the
Outline for the Development of Chinese Women. The state has continuously
increased its monetary input to improve the health of women and infants. i
has gradually improved the women’s healthcare service network. By the
end of 2004, there were 2 997 healthcare institutes for women and children

throughout China, with 243 000 beds for women. ‘
Paragraph 2

SEHI Rk %5 A4, 9 R Ltk A IS 2

atisfying Women’s Demands for Healthcare
Service and Extending Women'’s Life Expectancy
For years, the healthcare departments ot all levels have considered the
examination and treatment of gynecological diseases routine work. Every
year, over one third of married women under the age of 65 across China
go through examinations for gynecological diseases. In 2004, some 37.3
percent of them had this examination. The government also pays attention
to the hedlth of teenagers and elderly women. 1t has launched educational
campaigns in schools and neighborhood communities on knowledge about
sex and the prevention of AIDS, so as to raise female teenagers’ awareness
of the importance of a healthy sex life and strengthen their self-protection a-

4&
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bility. Scientific healthcare methods are disseminated through many chan-
nels, and more and more special outpatient services are available for elder-
ly women, providing consultancy on healthcare and related services. As a
result, the quality of life of elderly women has improved markedly. The av-
erage life expectancy for women was 74 years in 2003.

CParagraph 3>
FEAK 0 ZAEPR 205 S e i R vb Y B T2 8

owering the Mortality Rate of Women in
Pregnancy and Childbirth
in the 2000—2001 period, the state invested 200 million yuan in a pro-
ject intended to “lower the mortality rate of women in pregnancy and child-
birth and eliminate tetanus among the newborn,” which covered 378 state-
level poor counties. From 2002 to 2005, the central treasury and relevant
local areas allocated an additional 400 million yuan for the continuation of
this project, extending it to 1 000 counties and benefiting more than 300
million people. Over the past few years, hundreds of thousands of poor
women have delivered children safely thanks to the support of this project.
In addition, the Chinese government has made efforts to improve child in
clinics in townships (towns). By taking measures such as opening emer-
gency green channels for women in childbirth and giving financial support to
poor women in childbirth, it has increased the number of women in the
countryside who go to hospital to give birth, thereby increasing the safety of
the mothers. In the past decade, the moriality rate of women in childbirth
has declined steadily—from 61.9 per 100 000 in 1995 10 48. 3 per 100 000 in

2004.
{2 ik O Bk 1 3 2 8 MR % A

romoting High-quality Family Planning Services

In 1995, out of consideration for women'’s reproductive heolth; the Chi-
nese government launched the project of providing high-quality family plan-

_ﬁl"
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ning services in line with the people-first principle. Centered on the de-
mands of women of childbearing age, it informs women of their choices in
terms of contraceptive methods, and encourages men to get involved in re-
productive health activities. In addition, it gives adolescent girls consultancy
on reproductive health. Over the past decade, this project has been promo-
ted in more than 800 counties ( cities, districts) all over China, satisfying
the demand of women for family planning services and safeguarding their

rights in this respect.
i 3h 8 L g4t BRI T IR 5

rovide Healthcare Services to Migrant Women

As the population of migrants moving between rural and urban areas
keeps increasing, the state, by following the principle of equal treatment,
appropriate guidance, better management and quality services, has made
great efforts to provide migrant women with the same family planning pref-
erential policies and technical services as enjoyed by women with perma-
nent residence. The Outline for the Development of Chinese Women em-
phasizes that the healthcare of pregnant women and women in childbirth a-
mong the migrant population should be included in the healthcare services
for such women in the places they migrate to. The relevant government de-
partments at all levels are exploring a special mode of healthcare service for
migrant women in the neighborhood communities. Using a variety of chan-
nels, they provide education and consultancy on healthy sex and reproduc-
tion. They organize migrant women to have medical checkups, distribute
contraceptive devices to them free of charge and give free services to poor
migrant women in childbirth. These measures have improved the health of
migrant women substantially.

4&
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Jon 5 %k 3K % w6 70 B IR 9T LAE

trengthening the Prevention and Treatment of HIV /AIDS

In recent years, the state has paid great attention to the prevention
and treatment of AIDS, set up the State Council Work Commitiee on the Pre-
vention and Treatment of AIDS, and earmarked extra funds for this pur-
pose. As a result, practical effects have been achieved in the prevention
and treatment of AIDS. Faced with the trend of more and more women be-
ing infected with HIV/AIDS, the state considers the prevention of the spread
of AIDS from mother to baby an important part of the healthcare work for
women and children. In order to find an intervention mode and experience
suited to China’s conditions, a team made up of specialists has been crea-
ted to do pilot work regarding the prevention of AIDS, stemming the spread
of AIDS from mother to baby free of charge, showing special concern for
pregnant women tested HIV positive and their babies. Relevant government
departments have launched campaigns to educate the public about the pre-
vention and treatment of AIDS, and provide relevant services, promote the
use of condoms, and get more men involved in AIDS prevention so as to re-
duce the number of women infected. On World AIDS Day in 2004, activities
were launched throughout. China under the theme “Show Concern for

Women, Say No to AIDS. ”
CParagraph 7>
ﬁﬁzﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬂwAw

arious Activities fo Promote Women'’s
Healthcare and International Cooperation
One of the many programs launched by the All-China Women's Feder-
ation is known as “Health Express for Mother,” in which face-to-face pub-
licity and educational activities under the theme “Stay away from AIDS to
Benefit the Whole Family” were organized in 51 areas for the prevention and
freatment of AIDS in a comprehensive way. The Family Planning Association

_ﬂ’r
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of China has launched programs in which children and young people teach
each other knowledge about the prevention of venereal diseases and AIDS
in universities and middle schools, and among migrant teenagers. In the
countryside, the association combines efforts to help women increase their
income with healthcare for women and children, as well as family plan-
ning, effectively improving women’s health conditions. In recent years, the
Chinese government has conducted international cooperation with many in-
ternational organizations, including the United Nations Fund for Population
Adtivities, United Nations Children Fund, United Nations Development Fund
for Women, World Bank, World Health Organization, and Joint United Na-
tions Program on HIV/AIDS, in the fields of hygiene for women and chil-
dren, reproductive health, family planning, and the prevention and treat-
ment of AIDS. This cooperation has produced good results. More than one
third of the capital for programs to assist China under the management and
coordination of the Ministry of Commerce is used to support healthcare serv-
ices for women and children.

Cultural Links
AL 52

bR SRR RIS RIS

LSRR, P EAZARR A B SE, &k 2002 4, FEEFRHEF
{7 & A F) 86% ; I fEBE /i H ik F 78. 8% , LL HLAFRTIRE 12 NE S
B ZEPEERET- R 1997 4R 63.6 /10 7 FRES] 2002 4E49 50.2 /10 5,
B FHBFMART3.6 %, HTHE3. 8 %,

FEEYEER TR DAERS ML, M 2000 43 2001 4, i
BT ETER 12 4 B X HET AR REEEE T BB 4L
W XIE”, MR HE XA S EH P AR =R R, B ERTAERS A
BLETEE 12 4 B8R (HRET AR TR ER TR T 37.28/10 7,

oh BT =5 B SRR SR B B IR AR, A T (b B BBE S 4 R 3%
9 B R T A ) (1998—2010) il EH 18§l 5 By A X #w AT sh 3 R
(2001—2005) ) . & R B ATHEH B R QLM EF D FE P K S EE T L i

_4&
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Vocabulary
[y T PUE S
rhygienic measures {%ﬁd’%ﬁ& medical and health services [E 57 11
health institution 1} & Y44 EE

health care organization £ & 41 42

outbreak of common diseases & W. /%
p &3

spread of common diseases ¥ W% # 7E

general survey of common diseases
¥R

prevention and treatment of disease
b7 i6 5

public health 23t T 4

cooperative medical care &1k [E J7

reducing diseases &, #% &

state of health & B3k 3

paying attention to hygiene ¥ T 4

rural medical worker XA T 4 R

improving health conditions & % #
X

common hygienic knowledge T 4 % iR

sanitary inspection T 4 4 &

sanitary knowledge T 4 41iR

village clinic % Af T 4 Ff

mobile medical team i [ & 57 JA

medical and health network [E 37 W

medical and health work EJ¥ T4 T4

prevention first Hf5 b £

combining treatment with prevention
B E5RTHES

prevention of occupational diseases
B3 5% BBy

delivery ( /obstetric ) case * £ #§ £

mother-to-be 4% 7= 43

women’s diseases ¥3 % &

general survey of women’s diseases
HhRmEE

prevention of women’s diseases ¥ %
il

sexual hygiene # T 4

lactation "§ 3|,

postpartum morbidity = J& & #& £

postpartum infection j* & & %

prenatal care 7 3 k&

antenatal genetic diagnosis /= #] & %
b By

gynecologic examination 33 £} £ 2

gynecology #3 %} %

gynecologist 335} & 4

—@+-
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Key Sentences
i £

1. In urban-rural fringes, the high concentration of migrant population re-|
sults in insufficient school buildings.
RTAOESREBEEM S TR X, FBEERBEBRAE,

2. Children of migrant workers face a rocky road as they struggle to find
good education in the cities.

BRI FL i R E eE R,

3. The Compulsory Education Law of stipulates that each child have nine
years of formal education.
MEBEENEBNEFOIAEZNERERHT .

4. The Chinese government is investing heavily in education in the pover-
ty-stricken area. Many girls have received their nine-year primary with-
out any charge.

o H EAE R B X BEAT 808, IF S L B R BB HE !
5.In China, women enjoy the same rights and opportunities as men to

receive education.

wEFE, ZESBHEZEE L ERREMBRIFIIS,

6. The state is determined to eliminate illiteracy among young and mid-
dle-aged women, promote lifelong education for women and extend
their average years of education.

BN OCEFVESTELETERXE, KRAZAGHE I K
FHBEFER.
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Wonderful Paragraph
i B

Para&?aph 7

Bmm
rief Intfroduction

In China, women enjoy the same rights and opportunities as men to
receive education. Such rights and opportunities are clearly defined in
China’s Education Law, Compulsory Education Law and Vocational Educa-
tion Law. The state takes concrete measures and actions to ensure that girls
receive nine-year compulsory education and that women have more oppor-
tunities to receive secondary and higher education. The state is determined
to eliminate illiteracy among young and middle-aged women, promote life-
long education for women and extend their average years of education.

B ER L FBA TSN

fforts on Compulsory Education for Girls

The Chinese government makes great efforts to eliminate gender dis-
parities at the stage of compulsory education, and improve the education
environment for girls. In 2004, the enrollment of boys and girls was 98. 97
percent and 98. 93 percent, respectively. The difference in access to educa-
fion between boys and girls was reduced from 0. 7 percentage point in 1995
fo 0. 04 percentage point. The government has unceasingly increased its in-
put info compulsory education in the countryside, so as to improve the
compulsory education environment there and ensure that all girls, like
boys, have the chance to receive compulsory education. in 2004, the edu-
cational appropriation from the state treasury for compulsory education in
rural areas reached 139. 362 billion yuan, two fimes the amount in 1995. In
recent years, the state has raised money from many channels for grants to
students in primary and middle schools. Under one policy known as “Two

_1_33]r
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Exemptions and One Allowance,” the government provides subsidies so
that students from families with financial difficulties in rural areas, particu-
larly in central and west China, are exempt from paying textbook fees and
other fees, and students attending boarding schools get allowances. Gov-
ernments at all levels have formulated special policies and taken measures
concerning the education of girls in poor areas and areas inhabited by eth-
nic minorities, work hard fo raise the level of compulsory education for girls
in rural China. In addition, the state has adopted special policies to ensure
that migrant children (including girls) from rural areas receive compulsory
education. For many years, governments at all levels have worked hard to
help NGOs in organizing donation activities to pool money to improve the
education of girls. The Hope Project and the Spring Buds Program initiated
by the China Youth Development Foundation and the China Children’s Foun-
dation have provided financial assistance to large numbers of girl dropouts

to help them return to school.
| Paragraph 3>
HahSERESRFHE

bout Women'’s Secondary and Higher Education

The state exerts great efforts to ensure that women have the opportuni-
ty 1o receive secondary and higher education. As a result, the proportion of
women in all types of schools at all levels has increased considerably. In
2004, the proportion of girl students in junior and senior middle schools
reached 47. 4 percent and 45. 8 percent, respectively; the proporfion of girl
students in secondary vocational schools reached 51. 5 percent; the number
of girl students in insfitutions of higher learning nationwide reached
6 090 000, accounting for 45.7 ‘percem‘ of all students in such schools and
an increase of 10. 3 percentage points over 1995. The proportion of female
postgraduate and doctoral students was 44. 2 percent and 31.4 percent,
13. 6 percentage points and 15.9 percentage points higher respectively over
the figures for 1995. In recent years, the Chinese government has intro-

4‘&
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duced the state loan system and established state scholarships for students
at institutions of higher learning, providing loans at discounted interest,
scholarship and stipends to poor students (including girls) to help them
complete their studies. Meanwhile, the government encourages enterpri-
ses, private institutions and individuals to donate to education and to help
female students with financial difficulties receive education. The state atta-
ches importance to the fostering and training of women teachers, and gives
full play to their role in promoting women'’s education. in 2004, the propor-
tions of women teachers in junior and senior middle schools were 45.9 per-
cent and 41. 7 percent, respectively; and the proportions of full-time women
teachers in secondary vocational schools and institutions of higher learning
was 46.5 percent and 42.5 percent, respectively.

For many years, the Chinese government has paid great attention to e-
liminating illiteracy among women, curbing emergence of new women illit-
erates, and preventing women from becoming illiterates again. lts policy
priority in this respect is to promote illiteracy-elimination education for
women in poor areas and areas inhabited by ethnic minorities. Relevant
government departments and the All-China Women'’s Federation have idinﬂy
launched the llliteracy-elimination Program among Women. In 2004, the il-
literacy rate among women 15 years of age and above in urban areas was
8.2 percent, a decrease of 5.7 percentage points from that of 1995 ; the il-
literacy rate among women 15 years of age and above in rural areas was
16.9 peréent, a decrease of 10. 5 percentage points from that of 1995. The
iliteracy rate among young and middle-aged women across the country
was 4.2 percent, a drop of 5.2 percentage points from that of 1995, and
the rate of decrease is higher than the rate of decrease of illiteracy among
the general population.

ﬂl?
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i B B K B R

he Development of Other Educational Forms

The state has made energetic endeavors to develop vocational educa-
tion, adult education and technical education, the level of lifelong education
of women has been raised and the gap between the genders narrowed.
According to the fifth national census, conducted in 2000, the average
number of years of education of Chinese women was seven—one and a
half years more than in 1990—and the gap between the genders had been
narrowed by half a year in that decade. In 2004 alone, the number of
women studying at correspondence and night schools and other higher
learning institutions for adults stood at 2. 09 million, 50 percent of the total
number of students of such educational insfitutions.

In recent years the state has intensified efforts to train women in voca-
fional skills. By adopting various training methods, the state aims to help
women in urban areas enhance their competitive abilities, to help women
in rural areas get better harvests and become well-off, and to help migrant
workers (including women) become better qualified for the labor market.

Cultural Links
AL B

PEPZNSZHEN

RECER) (XEHE L) (AT R M X5
HRHLE L EA 5 BHRSHZHEN, 2001 £, HE/NFERILEA
HHH99.1% , LEAZEEN 99.01% ;2002 FELE P E L ELERAR R
3870.2 Ji A, (254 B0 46. 7% ; B SAR ABCH 397 A, ik
B 44%  HLHFRRE T 6 ME A,

AR, PR SEET K EPETRRBENRS, BLRmE2H
FERMEE R — %5/, #2000 FEARLEAOLESLT, PEA
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T ABZEEFERN 7,07 4, RFEFB L ZHFFROEEH 1995 F891.4

FRAE 1.07 5,

Vocabulary

o] iE K

[ educational expenses (/expenditure )
BH &

educational mode # H # R,

educational right # & AU F|

educational level # # /& F

spread of education # FH 1)

educational system # & #| £

compensatory education M # F

education for the handicapped #% %
AEH

adult education X A ¥ F

law education X H

technical education ¥ R # &

compulsory nine-year schooling 7. 4
X HHE

universal (/popular ) education I &
®E

health education T 4 & &

vocational education B ¥ # F

association for adult education & A
KEhe

technical education association $ K
HE WS

senior citizen’s educational society #

EHA WS

vocational education research associ-
ation Ry K EHEHA XML

semiliterate ¥ X &

adult education centres F A EH H4

night school for adults & A &%

dropout rate 3 ¥ %

young migrants 3T T ik

low job waiting rate £ W % 1K

short-term training class 41 | 3t

ignoring study & AR% 3

basic skill ZE A # 6

elementary education 7l #% &

basic course # 7l i}

students of poverty-stricken families
FERE¥4

employment opportunities 3 W #l.2&

pre-employment training %t J 37 B W
# 1

nation’s quality K& % % &

thirst for knowledge K %18k

life pressure 4 7% £ #

resuming one’s interrupted studies;
study resumption £ ¥

cutting ; truancy ; playing truant from
school 3 #

Y
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Key Sentences
i hi 4

1. To alleviate and eliminate poverly is a goal that the Chinese govern-1
ment is determined 1o realize.
W5 T R A B R E BUR DG SEEBE B AR

2. At the Global Conference on Speeding Up Poverty Reduction, held in
Shanghai in 2004, the Chinese government made a statement on its
policy concerning the alleviation and elimination of poverty.
7E 2004 4F 12T HO DB 5B R B &R W L, o BB E
Hogi /b 5 BRI BUOR_EAE T B

3. In recent years, the government has increased its financial input into
poverty-reduction work.
VAR, BRI TR TAEME T A

4.1n 2004 alone, 12. 2 billion yuan was allocated by the central treasury
for poverty reduction projects, and local governments also increased
their inputs into this field.
1% 2004 4F , o S WABURE AR AT H $ 3K 120. 2 27T, 77 BUR X
FHEE I TR A

5. The difference between the high income and the average level of in-
come is quite wide.
EEWASERBAZ B 2RI RB KRR

6. Most women's living standard cannot keep pace with the national eco-
nomic growth.

| REBELHEFKTES EEREFE KIS K,
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Wonderful Paragraph
WiEhB

Paragraph 1

BWR
rief Introduction

To alleviate and eliminate poverty is a goal that the Chinese govern-
ment is determined to realize. With the implementation of large-scale and
effective special poverty-reduction development programs, the government
has succeeded in reducing the poverty-stricken rural population, the maijori-
ty of whom are women, by 53.9 million-from 80 million in 1994 to 26.1 mil-

lion in 2004.
PR

olicies for the Elimination of Poverty

The Outline for the Development of Chinese Women puts forth the main
goals of reducing the extent of poverty among and the number of poor
women, and calls for more support for poverty-stricken women in the
country’s western development strategy, so that women will be the main
receivers of poverty-reduction resources and the direct beneficiaries of the a-
chievements of the poverty-reduction efforts. The state poverty-reduction
program has made it clear that the government strives to further motivate
women in the poverly-siricken areas to engage in household sideline pro-
duction and the “courtyard economy,” launch labor-intensive and other
poverty-reduction projects that are particularly suitable for women, and or-
ganize women to learn practical skills and enhance their ability to shake off
poverty and become well-off. At the Global Conference on Speeding Up
Poverty Reduction, held in Shanghai in 2004, the Chinese government
made a statement on its policy concerning the alleviation and elimination of
poverty, which stressed the principle that, all factors being equal, prefer-

_13_8+

HEEE www.222b.com AAXRE: FRE4HRL



PETE
Chinese Womefi

ence will be given to poor women, and encouraged poor women to take
part in poverty-reduction programs, and promised that the ratio of women
parficipants would be no less than 40 percent of the total.

| <Paragraph 3>
A IX B8 7 o,

easures to Eliminate Poverly in Rural Areas

Since 2001, the Chinese government has made sex indicator a compo-
nent of the poverty monitoring work in rural areas, and stressed that atten-
tion should be paid to gender equality in the poverty-reduction work. In re-
cent years, the government has increased its financial input into poverty-re-
duction work. In 2004 alone, 12. 2 billion yuan was allocated by the central
treasury for poverty reduction projects, and local governments also in-
creased their inputs into this field. At the same time, and on the basis of
the specific conditions in different areas, they have endeavored to help rural
women get rid of poverty by way of provision of small-sum credit loans, la-
bor export and pairing-off assistance. During the period from 2001 to 2004,
a total of 13. 52 billion yuan in small-sum credit loans for rural households
was granted from the state poverly-reduction discount loans, and more
than half of the money went to women. Since 2001, the Chinese govern-
ment has taken poverty-reduction projects in the form of participation of the
poor as the main way to “enhance the whole village,” and such projects
now cover 148 ,000 poverty-stricken villages nationwide. ‘

CParagraph 4>
B LRR

elp Women Get Rid of Poverty

In recent years, thanks to the support and initiative of the Chinese gov-
ernment, women's federations at all levels have launched, in view of local
conditions, the “Poverty-Reduction Action for Women” with provision of
small-sum credit loans, poverty elimination group by group, labor export,
pairing-off assistance and mutual help between the eastern and western

4&
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parts of the country as the main contents. The China Population Welfare
Foundation has launched “Happiness Project” with an aim to help poor
mothers. [t raises funds to help poor mothers participate in economic and
social development, and enhance their health and cultural level. The pro-
ject of “Love of the Earth, Water Cellars for Mothers,” initiated by the China
Women’s Development Foundation, has raised funds for building more than
90,000 rain-water collecting cellars and 1 100 small ceniral water supply
projects in the water-short northwest part of China, benefiting nearly one
million poverty-stricken people. In addition, women's federations and other
NGOs have tried every means to get international funds and material aid to
support the poverty-reduction projects and help women in poverly-stricken
areas improve their lot.

m&m Links

SCAL B2
Hi RN

ZMAMHEBRABETEBUFREREK Bir. BB ETEEX
MR EA BB TR AT R IR, 0L SBHHRNRABAOK
B\ 1994 44 8 000 77 T KER 2004 £4££9 2 610 J7, 34T 5 390 77,

FEAMTHBRO XA ENHEMBER, PEAXEZERERB TR
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B B R S0 2 7 4 B B W & R YR B , B SR SR R T, 78

BREMX AL &,

Vocabulary

b in] 3% 2K

'emergency pension I it/ % & $H#F
give preferential treatment %4 ¥ 4F %
housing subsidies 1% & ¥} ¥

laid-off worker T i T A

livelihood assistance 4 & %} Bl
living expenses 4 7& %

medical security system [E 7 7% [&
social relief # £ % %

social security # £ {f &

social welfare # £ & f|

welfare facilities 58 | 1% #

welfare fund & F| & 4

fire f# B

job center BR dk A~ 48 Fit

net income 4 % X\

on one’s/the way out ¥ 3 # 3k
agricultural operation and

management K W B & 5 4 3

field management H [&] % 3

agricultural machinery and farm
implements & W #lBE

forest management Fx Ak 2 # 4

stock raising and handling X & 47 3
R ¢

poultry industry 38 & ¥

sericulture and apiculture & # fu 3
%y

village workshops & #t1E 35

fishery # & Vb

aquatic products farming &K
IR b

Commerce and Commodity
R

market economy T 3 % 7%

tourism market K i T 7

Tourism Development K 3 7t X
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"z 545
nit7 Women and the Economy

Key Sentences
AR 4

1. The government places great emphasis on choosing and training fe-w
male cadres.

BN F SR AL TERER.

2. Since the adoption of the open-door and reform policies, many women
have taken leading posts in the Party and the government.
H MO TSR , i 2 10 L 7E 3 MBUN HLMAE SR B

3. Numerous women entrepreneurs have emerged and have become a
vital force in the effort to reform the economy and modernize the coun-
try. ’

THH T RE BRI R AR #LFRESHRXBRIHEE S
&,

4. Women have been making important contributions in various fields ,in-
cluding industrial and agricultural production, science, culture, educa-
fion,and health care.

AL e TR B ok BE BT PASSEME T HEE T,

5. The expression that “Women hold up half the sky” has been extensive-
ly used to praise the role of women in China today.

LASRE, T AFEREAR BT ZHATRELEREM.

6. Many modern Chinese women are struggling between their self-fullfil-
ment and family, between their career and household chores.

WP EN SR CHEEARIMSFE B 5R S 2L,

_12_‘__
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<Paragraph 1>

Bmm
rief Introduction

The state has made the guarantee of equal employment opportunities
between women and men and the sharing of economic resources and re-
sults of social development the top priority for the advancement of gender e-
quality and the development of women, and has worked out and adopted
a series of policies and measures to ensure that women can equally partici-
pate in the economic development, enjoy equal access to economic re-
sources and effective services, enhance their self-development ability and

improve their social and economic status.
sit b 43 Zc 8 lk 5 R

ncouraging Women to Start Business and
Become Re-employed
Employment is the basis of people’s livelihood and the basic economic
resource that women rely on for subsistence. Over the past few years, the
Chinese government has formulated and carried out supportive policies to
encourage women to start businesses on their own initiative, and give them
preferential treatment when granfing employment training subsidies and
small-sum guaranteed loans and conducting tax reduction and exemption.
In the meantime, governments at all levels have adopted many favorable
policies toward women, such as creating public-welfare jobs, opening em-
ployment service centers, sponsoring special recruitment activities and vo-
cational training courses, monitoring sex discrimination against women in
employment and help women, especially laid-off women, to find new
jobs. With the support of the government, women’s federations at various

4&
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levels, trade unions and other NGOs have conducted their work regarding
the employment and re-employment of women in a creative way. During
the period from 1998 to 2003, women’s federations nationwide endeavored
to get small-sum credit loans fo directly aid a total of 2. 5 million women to
get re-employed. Over the past decade, the number and ratio of women
employed have remained fairly high. By the end of 2004, the number of
both urban and rural women workers reached 337 million nationwide, ac-
counting for 44. 8 percent of the total employed; and the number of women
workers in urban work units stood at 42. 27 million, accounting for 38. 1

percent of the national total.
CParagraph 3>
LE TR A5

mproving the Employment Structure of Women

Over the past few years, the fertiary industry has become the main
channel for providing jobs to women, and an increasing number of women
are entering the computer, communications, finance and insurance and
other high-and new-tech industries, thus becoming an important force in
these fields. At present, women owners of small and medium-sized enter-
prises account for about 20 percent of the national total number of entrepre-
neurs, and 60 percent of them have emerged in the past decade. State or-
gans, enterprises and public institutions have long pursued the principle of
equality between men and women in terms of recruitment, training of pro-
fessionals and technicians, as well as promotion in ranks and granting of
professional titles to encourage women to display their abilities and come to
the fore. By the end of 2004, women accounted for 43. 6 percent of the to-
tal number of professionals and technicians in state-owned enterprises and
institutions nationwide, up 6.3 percentage points over the 37. 3 percent of
1995, among whom, the number of senior and intermediate-level women
professionals and technicians rose from 20. 1 percent and 33. 4 percent to
30. 5 percent and 42. 0 percent, respectively.

;44‘.7
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nhancing Social Security for Urban Women

In recent years, the Chinese government has stepped up the construc-
tion of a social security system, with pension insurance, unemployment in-
surance, medical insurance, employment injury insurance and maternity in-
surance as the main contents. It has also carried out significant reforms of
the urban social relief system, and graduadlly established and improved
three funds: minimum urban living guarantee fund, basic living guarantee
for laid-off workers fund and unemployment guarantee fund. The Trial
Measures for Maternity Insurance of Enterprise Employees the state promul-
gated in 1994 put maternity insurance, which used to be borne by employ-
ers, under overall social planning. By the end of 2004, the praciice of over-
all social planning had been introduced in 28 provinces, autonomous re-
gions and municipdlities directly under the central government, with 43. 84
million employees, or 60 percent of the total number of urban employees
covered. In October 1999, the Regulations on the Minimum Standard of Liv-
ing for Urban Residents went info effect. By the end of 2004, 22. 05 million
urban residents, including women, were receiving minimum subsistence
allowances. All those who needed such help were by and large covered.

G;&H#ERH%%**&%?

iving Full Play to Women'’s Role in the Rural Economy

China is basically an agricultural country, and women account for
more than 60 percent of the rural labor force and are a maijor force in farm-
ing activities. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Rural Land Con-
tracting, which came into effect in 2003, states that women and men enjoy
equal rights in contracting land in rural areas, and no organization or indi-
vidual shall deprive women of the right to contract and operate land or in-
fringe upon their right to do so. In recent years, the Chinese government

41&
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has adopted active policies and measures to solve the problems concerning
agriculture, rural areas and farmers, increased its input into agriculture,
pushed forward tax reform in rural areas, and implemented the strategy of
invigorating agriculture by applying science and technology. Government
departments and women’s federations at all levels have jointly organized
activities to encourage rural women to acquire knowledge and learn science
and technology, and -compete in their development and contributions, so
as to bring their role in invigorating and developing the rural economy into

full play.
PR 3 45 0 e i &

- wd afeguarding Rural Women Working in Cities

Over the past few years, the Chinese government has gradually re-
duced or eliminated the restrictive regulations on the employment of rural
people in cities, and made great efforts fo solve the problems of salaries in
arrears, vocational safety, equal pay for equal work and social security for
them so as to relieve rural migrant workers of anxieties regarding residence
registration in cities and the schooling of their children, and actively protéds
the legitimate rights and interests of rural women working in cities. At the
same fime, the state also encourages and supports the building of training
schools and legal aid centers, and the publication of typical cases of in-
fringement as a means to raise awareness of their rights among migrant
women workers and enhance their ability to safeguard their rights in ac-
cordance with the law.

To actively promote gender equality in employment and raise women's
ability to find employment or start businesses, the Chinese government has
begun to cooperate with the United Nations Development Program, Interna-
fional Labor Organization and other international organizations, with satis-
factory results. At present, it is accelerating, proceeding from the national
conditions of China, the process for the approval of the UN’s Discrimination
( Employment and Occupation) Convention in China.

_1&%
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m;m Links

AL HETE
ELSUE TR STt 23

BF EREAFELNERSESNEL A BNER, Bi KRR
5K F LRI F LRSS ESME R

RESEIHH I T ALLRURIAR B S84 %28 R 54
PSR, AR S, BLSE A R R A KB, S M, RAX
S FRBAT B S IAE , LA TR0 T Ao 20 & A IR AR . A
AR b, R AL R R FEAR KRR H—E |

B SRER T R A RO RIS, Sk AL, ERA LA
SHFERY, KIS AR LE S B EBHAN A RO RS, 6
AR TFIAREL SR A C N EHER

Vocabulary

b W TR
rindependent woman 4 3T % apparently & i % W3 W
nuclear family /N K & hide [ #,
consequences & R motives i Al
responsibility # 1 & originate X i
majority X % ¥ forbid 2% b
priority 1f; % 4X run for & 3
marriages soild & & #& 1 discrimination 3 i,
call for #£ 18 Congress women ¥ Jt 43 &
in many fields 7 & /47 &, raise % #
biological differences 4 2 7| emphasize 5%
equal pay for equal job [ T 5] 8 public relations /A3t X &
devote # critical #iF &
favor % & job-hunting & T %
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Vsuppo;'tive &1

promotion # 7

stereotype #R 1

aprons [ £

frustration # 37

opportunity #li%

goals H #F

challenging #k 8 M

position 5 fi

make use of F|

academically % ¥ 3

in charge of fi % ; & #

out of work %y

be obliged to do & # £
FHEE

laid-off T K

High technology % #}

boldly X fE &y

carve out 71 41

rebellion 3% 3

reassurance JH fR R4, A KA
(TN

out of date if it

interfere in T Pl

mutual 48 F 8| &y

enhance 3 3

individual /™ A #

strive % /1

initiative £ 1

persistence ¥

conflicting # & #y ; 4 K 89

unattainable % ik 2| &9

confidence 110

_1;42}_
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Key Sentences

AL R ]

1. As Chinese women celebrate their achievements in obtaining equality1

and independence, discrimination against women still flourishes in TV
commercials.

2 oh B e HEAE KRB RS P A S AR, iR R R R R E X &
s :0] 52

2. Women in China enjoy equal rights with men in all aspects of life—po-
litical , economic, cultural , and social.

PEAZEBIR S XA HLEBENETERS BHEEARSHN
B,

3. The government protects the rights and interests of women by applying
the principle of equal pay for equal work and by training and selecting
female cadres. ,

BUFiz AR TR 35 Rk Lt B TR R 3,

4. Any violation of the freedom of marriage is prohibited, as is the mal-

treatment of women.

BT 5 B iR EsUE R EL T R E R AR RIFN .

5. The All-China Women's Federation is a patriotic organization under the
leadership of the Communist Party. '
LEARREILT IR THEEALR,

6. The federation it also makes sure that the women'’s rights and inferests
are not violated.

_ EBRRIEE LS A Z R,

4&
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onderful Paragraph
iR B

b B A R B R B

egal Guarantees of Women'’s Rights and Interests

The state’s legal system for protecting women's legitimate rights and in-
terests has been improved constantly. In the last decade, China has enac-
ted and revised, in succession ,'1he Marriage Law, the Population and Fam-
ily Planning Law, the Law on Rural Land Contracting, and the Law on Pro-
tection of Rights and Interests of Women, and promulgated and implemen-
ted over 100 rules and regulations concerning the protection of women's
rights and interests, such as the Regulohons on Implementing the Law on

Mother and Infant Healthcare.
Paragraph 2>
2 AL 0 TAEDLI

Socialized Work Mechanism

The state has established a national coordination group for the protec-
tion of women’s and children’s rights and interests, composed of members
from 19 govemméht departments. Some courts have established specialized
tribunals to accept and adjudicate civil cases involving the protection of
women'’s rights and inferests, and. people’s jurors from women’s federations
and other relevant organs are invited by the courts to poﬁicipote directly in
the hearing of such cases. The state has made positive efforts to cultivate
gender awareness among law enforcement and judicial officials, bringing in-
to full play judicial officials’ role in safeguarding women'’s rights. The state al-
so sets store by increasing the number of female judicial officials and their
ratio in the total number. in 2004, female judges and procurators accounted
for 22.7 percent and 21. 7 percent of the total numbers, up 5.9 percentage
points and 5 percentage points, respectively, as compared with 1995.

ﬁ'ﬁ
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H 77 e i e iR B 25 01 0 35 2
olding Legal Aid and Publicity Activities

To ensure that women's legitimate rights and interests are properly pro-
fected, the relevant depariment of the Chinese government issued a special
notice, stressing that no legal aid institutions, law firms, notarization insti-
tutions or grassroots legal service institutions may decline to handle or post-
pone ‘without proper reason. an accusation, appeal or prosecution that in-
volves infringement on women's rights and interests. Moreover, legal serv-
ice fees should be reduced or exempted for women: in:straitened circum-
stances. The Regulations on Legal Aid, put into effect in China in 2003, ex-
pressly stipulates that it is the government’s responsibility to provide legal
aid, and citizens in straitened circumstances can obtain legal aid free of
charge, which therefore provides material aid to impoverished women a-
gainst infringement of their rights. By the end of 2004, 3 023 governmental
legal aid institutions had been established in China. In addition, the Chi-
nese government also supports NGOs’ efforts to set up hotlines to protect
women'’s rights and legal consultation centers to provide legal aid and simi-
lar services for women. Highlighted in the publicity activities are the Law on
Protection of Rights and Interests of Women, the Labor Law, the Marriage
Law, the Population and Family Planning Law, and the Law on Rural Land
Contracting, all of which are closely related o women’s rights and inter-

ests.
R K BER N

ombating Domestic Violence Against Women

The Criminal Law, the Criminal Procedure Law, the General Rules of
the Civil Law, the Marriage Law, and the Law on Protfection of Rights and
Interests of Women dll forbid violence against women by anyone and in any
form. Legislation and judicial practice both stress that those who have com-
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mmed domestic violence against women shall be pendlized in civil and
criminal terms according to the seriousness of the violence, and active legal
aids should be provided to the victims. In recent years, local statutes outla-
wing domestic violence have been enacted in some areas, and by the end
of 2004 some 22 provinces. ( autonomous regions, municipalities directly
under the central government) had formulated such rules, policies and
measures. Besides, the Chinese government has cooperated actively with
NGOs to launch infervening projects, as well as vigorous publicity, educa-
tion and training activities; set up alarm centers, injury assessment centers
and women's aid stations; open anti-domestic-violence hotlines; and pro-
vide multiple services for female victims, including consultation, shelter,

medical care and psychological help.
TR S LR KRBT

racking Down on Crimes of Abducting and
Trafficking in Women
The charges for abduction, trafficking in and buying women were re-
vised and added to the Criminal Law in 1997, and the penalties for such
crimes were made more severe. The Supreme People’s Court has laid
down judicial interpretations on the related legal clauses to facilitate their
execution. In recent years, public security organs throughout the country
have taken a series of special actions to crack down on the abducting of
and trafficking in women and children, set up transfer, training and rehabil-
itating centers for rescued women and children. All these actions have a-
chieved remarkable results. Meanwhile, the public security and judicial or-
gans have made the crackdown on the crimes of abducting and trafficking
in women and children an important field of international cooperation, and
have signed agreements on bilateral police service cooperation and treaties
on judicial assistance in criminal cases with related countries in joint under-
takings to prevent and crack down on crimes of abducting and trafficking in

women and children.
152|
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P ERPH VSN AERER

HET, PEE LR T LR IR, LU S (R EEE D K,
FER Y JHl: L A ERE A DS RIATE L REES
HBRENNGET RN RS O FMREE R, B 1992 £4 A(F
e NRILAE LA R ) A LR, PEEEAKREZSHET 12
B RARPIOLREE N FREERM 2 TR W3 sk HREZREGHR
B CEEAGREE A OS5 RETE K DREES,
A, B EEAEIT T 2e 4 B IRIRIE S 7 S E L AR
Bk, EEBEHET 7 5 RATIELE N ERTBEEA, F X
HIE T 98 HARMEIIME, 8 XHEGE T8 aE REEE ST
o A TSNS (R IRE A SEHE , & RER T HE 5 T — BB
BV, IR T EAAE S, (R EF R I RN BERELSEA

Ao

Vocabulary
b in] JE Bk

bitrary decision 4, 7 & i
bigamy & #

riage T H 15 B H
legal marriage & % 3 18
married life 3 & 4 7%
validity of marriage ##f 09 & %
matrimonial dispute % # £| 4
marital obligation & - # X 4
proof of marriage #& #f il ¥
| marriage system 33 %)

arranged marriage ; marriage upon ar-

interference with the freedom of mar-

free choice of partner 3§ B &
marital autonomy ¥ B £ X
mercenary marriage 3= 3% ¥ i
divorce by agreement i} % i
breakdown of a family % J 3% &
community debt % 3t |5 % 4%
estates by the entirety % 3 3t 4 It /¢

action between husband and wife
* 2 B IR

authority of husband * X

equal rights for both sexes ¥ 4 A% ¥
74
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ERERAN
nit 1. The Way of Life

ey Sentences
AR R

1. Many people worry about the decline of Chinese tradition and custom. 1
W ABRPEERE S I RERR,

2. Current customs to observe traditional Chinese festivals get more and
more simplified.
BAEAMTPARAES H B r R BT -

3. The old rituals are gradually gone.
IHEAL Y ZEE BTIR AL FITE K

4. The growing popularity of Western holidays in China is primarily attrib-
uted to the weakening cultural elements in China’s fraditional holidays.
T HEPENRTUEERFHREMESEY H PR RRRIL,

5. More and more young Chinese observe western holidays blindly.
WEBLPEEEEEHMERETHTH

6. Chinese are losing some of its traditions as it is modernized.

B AFE B R P AHBRIEFE R K — 8818 50,

_ﬁjr_
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Woﬁderful Paragraph
Ri® v Bt

e iEm

raditional Values

Family life has always been extremely important to Chinese culture as
Chinese lived in large family units. As many as 100 or more relatives lived
together under the rule of the oldest male. The ideal was “five generations
under one roof. ” However, those who lived this way were mainly families
of rich rural landowners, wealthy merchants, and government officials. A-
mong the common people, most households consisted of only parents and
~ children, but some also included grandparents and uncles.

Chinese families traditionally valued sons far more than daughters. A
husband could divorce his wife if she failed to give birth to sons. In some
cases, daughters were killed at birth because they were considered use-
less, for females could not continue the family name. Only men were ex-
pected to work outside the home as wives stayed home to do housework,
cook, and attend to the children.

Relationships within families were extremely formal in Traditional Chi-
na. Family honor was emphasized greatly as members of the family, espe-
cially of the younger generation, were expected to “know their place” in
society and to give the family name a good reputation. Parents also expec-
fed their children fo show unquestioning obedience. A father could legally
kill his children if they disobeyed him. Marriages were arranged by parents,
much of which were decided when the children were infants.- Most brides
and grooms did not see or know each other until the wedding day.

_‘Pi
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Paragraph 2>
BRARE K

odern Way of Life

Today, the way of life in China is not different at all from anywhere
else in the world due to Western influence. You can see in China today
modern apartment complexes and towering high-rise buildings as well as
modern style homes. Clothing in China is very similar to that of the Western
cultures now.

However, tradition still lingers in all Chinese households and societies
all over the world. In older neighborhoods, rural mud and straw houses
can still be seen, and in rural areas the traditional way of life are still very
alive. And although the way of life now is very modernized, traditional val-
ves of family importance and reputation still is felt by all families.

Today, the Chinese live in smaller family units, usually only with par-
ents and children, and sometimes grandparents. Almost all adults have a
job, male or female. In many families, a grandparents looks after the
house and children during the day, and more and more children . attend
nursery school and kindergarten so that mothers can be free to work.

Today, girls as well as boys are valued. Women now do many kinds
of work outside the home. Many young households share in the shopping,
housecleaning, cooking, and caring for the children to- show that they be-
lieve the sexes are equal. Some of the older generations may still show
slight hope for a grandson or great-grandson and disappointment if the out-
come is a granddaughter, but in the end they love and value each with e-
quality. However, equality between the sexes is more widely accepted in
the cities than in the countryside.

Relationships have become more democratic as parents no longer ex-
pect their children to show unquestioning obedience; however, most Chi-
nese parents today, although much more lenient and reasonable, still are
strict and expect a good deal of respect. As for marriage, young people to-
day generally choose their own marriage partners on the basis of shared in-

is%
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terests and mutual aftraction. However, parents still play a role in arran-

“ging some marriages, especially in rural areas. Any couple today would at
least consult their parents about such a major decision.

R L o A0 2 7

hinese Living in “fast lane”

Many Chinese people simply do not think that there are enough hours
in the day. That is the finding of an online survey which shows that people
in China are working and studying longer than ever before. The rapid pace
of the nation’s economic development in recent years has forced many to
change gear and live a life in the “fast lane,” challenging the traditional
Chinese concept of a leisurely existence. The survey, conducted by the pop-
ular Chinese news portal Sina. com, reveals that 56 per cent of people are
simply short of time. And 75 per cent of the total surveyed said that Chinese
have little idea of how valuable time is, indicating that more people value
and pursue a more time-efficient life style.

In the survey, 64 per cent said they have never been late and would
not tolerate others being late either. Some 73 per cent said they were busy
most of the day and 56 per cent acknowledged they spent most of their
time either working and studying. But this does not mean that the work eth-
ic, or the benefits of studying, are seen a positive thing. Only 17 per cent of
those surveyed said that the best use of time is to wotk or study. But 76 per
cent thought that in order to better use their time they should work more.
The report said the answers showed a big gap between the Chinese
people’s ideal life and redlity. Their concept of time has chonged partly be-
cause of mounting pressure to earn more.
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Cultural Links
RBEMATEPEANESH

X A2 ERERUE ORI, IRiF R E RV B AR E %, 1995 4
5 A, WEFHRETER S KITER, 1999 £“+—" XiEH T #H 2 FRKRE
FE, FrEASENEEREHERT 114 X,

AR, FEA R RS E, KKFEETAMNWAEEAE. 5
i, BHEAKRERE I BEARNRS, A TR WY R S 3R
SREMHERSLUATHELREES M, “PEAMNKRBEERREIREES
KAt Rl 2B RE ) R EE R A TR ELF.”

HEMRER, K THPEANES LR, KRR €K R 30
i)é,*@A%%B‘TI‘B}B‘J%%,’fzii:%’»%kﬂ]bk?%ﬂﬂ“%’%%zl‘iﬁf_ﬁ%@%ﬁ]
SHE# A T R, AME SR AE P —— I R X B W T S —— A
K NAIFEAEREEECHBEH AR EEREBC W,

Vocabulary

b i) i Bk
:iwty (/civic/urban)life 3 # 4 %  cost of living;living expenses
village life A & 4 7& EFRA
national life & K 4 /& welfare ( benefits ) 4 7 48 |
past life 3¢ & By 4 7& surroundings ; environment 4 7& 3 3%
making a living it H F living conditions 4 7& & 14
simple (/austere ) life 15} 4 7& patterns of life 4 & R
agricultural life K A} 4 & modern life B 4 7&
daily(/everyday/routine)life B % 4 7%  actual(/realistic) life 3. 52 4 &
social life # & 4 /& , #H X £ & moderate (/well-off ) life (/liveli-
life ; living ; livelihood # 7& hood) /) & & V&
way of life;life style & 7 # 3 big environment X 33§
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[work environment T. I IE production condition 4 = %& 1
family condition K 3%, given (/specified ) conditions
housing conditions & ¥ & 14 W A%

economic conditions 2 % &%
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nit2 The Peoples’ Livelihood

Key Sentences
HHF 4
1. Nowadays more and more persons are out of work. They are called|
laid-off personnel.
LR R 2 A TR IR R0l , A AT TR ASE R B R
2. It is admitted that the development of economy will eventually bring a-
bout a high rate of unemployment—a serious social problem.
2 R BRIIEIAN 2B I R R LW R B R X — M E K
£x[alR
3. Take a stroll around any of the major cities” shopping malls and your
senses will be bombarded with Louis Vuitton, Calvin Klein, Giorgio Ar-
mani and OMEGA , all vying for a slice of this lucrative market.
BRI WY PO, RSB BB R S - BB, RARC -
T, TG - FIE R AMOK ST S, ENH S EREFER
KT & L ARG,
4. In addition, the nouveau rich choose luxurious products as symbols of
new gained social and economic status,a natural psychological action
in the wake of fortunes being made.
AN, —SE AR E 5 5 58 R AL & A F 2 5F 7 R AE,
X RV ERBERGLCETH,
5. Chinese government has made it a top priority to enhance the
country’s innovation capability.

| FEBFE SRR E R B E EMAL
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6. Workplace safety is crucial to the_securiiy of people’s property and lives
as well as social stability.

THEFRREEMAREGMFREAHSBEZEXEE,

Wonderful Paragraph
EI

| A

mployment

Since the founding of New China, the number of people employed in
China has been growing rapidly; especially in the past 21 years, thanks to
the adoption of the policy of reform and opening to the outside world. The
employment scale has been constantly enlarged, employment channels
have been widened daily, the mobility of the work force has been speeded
up, and the employment structure has been optimized. At the end of 1999,
705. 86 million people were working in China, or an increase of 525. 04
million over 1949 , and 304. 34 million over 1978. The number of employed
people in cities and towns grew more rapidly. In 1949, only. 15. 33 million
urban people were employed, and in 1978 , only 95. 14 million. But in 1999,
the number of urban employed people rose to 210. 14 million, of whom 39.
4 million were self-employed.

In the past 21 years, along with the readjustment of the economic and
industrial structures, corresponding changes have taken place in the em-
ployment structure. Tertiary industry has grown rapidly. Between.1979 and
1998, the number of the people engaged in tertiary industry increased by
3.8 times, with an average annual growth rate of 6.9 percent, exceeding
that for primary industry by 18 percent and that for secondary industry by 4.
4 percent. The employees in tertiary industry have become the main force
for promoting employment growth. Fundamental changes have taken place
in the people’s outlook on employment. In 1978, China did not have stock,
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private, or foreign-, Hong Kong-, Macao- or Taiwan-invested economies;
and there were only 150 000 people engaged in the private economy. At
the end of 1999, a total of 21 million people were engaged in these eco-
nomic sectors. China has an enormous population, so adequate employ-
ment is a serious problem. In an effort to solve this problem, beginning in
1993 the Chinese government has allowed the market to function as the
basic lever for the dllocation of labor, a labor services market policy has
been implemented, greater avenues to employment have been opened,
and a new setup has been established, characterized by state macro-con-
trol, autonomy for enterprises in recruiting workers, autonomy for individu-
als in seeking employment, market regulation of supply and demand and
the nationwide provision of social services. Labor and skill markets have
been established all over the country. In recent years, due to the readjust-
ment of the industrial structure, workers laid off by some state-owned en-
terprises have been reemployed. The Chinese government has implemen-
ted a large-scale reemployment project, and some enterprises have foun-
ded reemployment centers to train laid-off workers for new jobs. In 1999,
the reemployment project made important achievements. Through various
channels, 4. 92 million laid-off staff and workers were reemployed, with the

unemployment rate reduced to 3.1 percent.
Paragraph 2
H &

onsumption

At the end of the 1980s, the rationing system basically came to an end
all over the country. Now the consumer goods market has plenty of every-
day articles, as well as food; and fundamental changes have taken place
in consumption patterns, transiting from simply having enough to eat and
wear fo the better-off pattern. The Engel coefficient (the proportion of food
expenses in the total consumption expenditure) of urban residents dropped
from 57.5 percent in 1978 to 41. 86 percent; that of rural residents, from
67.7 percent to 52. 56 percent. Meanwhile, the proportion of recreational,

_1_;03}7
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educational, cultural and service expenses of urban residents increased
from 6.7 percent fo 12. 3 percent; that of rural residents, from less than
one percent o 10. 7 percent.

With adequate food and clothing, the consumption patterns of urban
and rural residents have been optimized step by step; and the quality of life
has been remarkably improved, changing from quantity satisfaction to qual-
ity improvement. The consumption of meat, eggs, poultry, milk, aquatic
products, vegetables and fruit has kept increasing, and that of staple food
such as grains has decreased by a big margin. According to statistics, the
dietetic nutrition level of Chinese residents has basically reached the level of
the Asian countries with medium-level incomes. Clothing standards have
changed, too. People wore dull-colored, cheap clothes in the past. Now
more and more consumers show interest in more fashionable and more ex-
pensive clothes, aiming at displaying their own persondlities. Urban resi-
dents pay aftention to new-style, beautiful, comfortable and well-made
clothes. The consumption proportion of ready-made clothes has increased
greatly, and the average consumption volume of cloth is equivalent to the
world’s average. Durable consumer goods for urban and rural residents
have increased in number and improved in quality, with the popularization
rate increasing rapidly. After having experienced the transition from the
“four old commodities” ( bicycles, wrist watches, sewing machines and
radios) to the “six new goods” (TV sets, washing machines, tape record-
ers, refrigerators, electric fans and cameras), urban residents are now
paying attention to new consumer goods, including telephones, household
computers, cars and commercial housing. According to statistics, the num-
ber of TV sets per 100 households in China is higher than the world's aver-

age.
BN AR BL

ncome
The incomes of rural workers grew fairly quickly from 1949 to 1957. Be-

4&
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tween 1958 and 1978, the average farmer's net income increased by 83
percent, an annual growth rate of 2. 9 farmer. Since 1978, peasant income
has soared as a result of new rural policies, such as the household contract
responsibility system, diversification of the economy, and the development
of rural enterprises. In addition, the state has raised the purchase prices of
farm and sideline products substantially. According to statistics, the aver-
age per capita net income of rural residents rose from 113. 6 yuan in 1978 tfo
2,210 yuan in 1999-an increase of 4. 7 times after deducting price increa-
ses. Urban incomes have also risen because of more family members be-
ing employed, wage increases, and added income from labor insurance
and welfare funds. The per-capita income that city dwellers could budget
rose from 343.4 yuan in 1978 to 5 854 yuan in 1999, or an actual increase
of 3. 6 times after deducting price increases.

The unitary wage income of urban residents has developed toward di-
versification. In 1997, the wages of urban staff and workers made up 68
percent of their total yearly income, or a 24. 6 percent decrease over 1978.
Along with the rapid rise of townships, and the growth of the number of
peasants who leave their hometowns to work or do business, the situation
in which rural incomes mainly relied on selling agricultural and sideline
products has been changed. As incomes increased, urban and rural sav-
ings deposits increased from 21. 06 billion yuan in 1978 to 5 962. 18 billion

yuan in 1999-a growth of 283 times.
Paragraph 4
HaRE

ocial Security

In China social security takes the forms of social insurance, welfare,
relief and services. Under the planned economy, the coverage of Chinese
social security was very small. But since the reform of the urban economic
system in 1984, the reform of the social security system with old-age insur-
ance as the mainstay has been carried out step by step. Regarding old-age
insurance, China has actively promoted and perfected the method of com-

_16_4‘(
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bining social overall planning with individual accounts, and set up a unified
basic old-age insurance system for staff and workers of enterprises. At the
end of 1999 . 94. 33 million staff and workers and 29 million retired staff and
workers of state-owned enterprises were covered by basic old-age insur-
ance. So far, 99. 12 million people have joined unemployment insurance
schemes ; 21 million staff and workers and refired staff and workers are cov-
ered by the program for medical treatment for serious diseases; and some
regions have started reforms of the basic medical insurance system. Ninety-
three percent of laid-off staff and workers of state-owned enterprises were
registered at reemployment service centers and 90 percent of them obtained
basic living expenses. The social welfare services have developed steadily.
At the end of 1999, various welfare centers in China had 1. 08 million beds,
accommodating 810 000 people. The various types of neighborhood service
facilifies established in cifies and towns totaled 180,000; and 5. 257 million
low-income people throughout the country received living expenses guaran-
fees.

Cultural Links
AL BE B

- ERN SR

2004 4, R ERAMKER RS M RER B KB TR 8@ KREN
e, 7R b BE B IH K B S B AL BN FRAE SR 2 A AR E R
20 AT, PEASR IR TRERZERZEF AN B AR TIB T 8%
;20 4B f5, H FGTBLL KR ELA s T R R,

XFSERAOEE” N — TR T 2 A ERBRNERES.
2003 47, REBE AL BERVL BKAE ZH BRNE RN 1.82 28, %58
HEUHSFAREIZLEU L BBEERABFEEERAEFAT 23.7 ¥
Xk, $2004 8 A, £EHRIEA BEET 6.2 2/ , P FVE,.
BEI3.2425, 1 ~8 ABEFRX158.75 T, BHLEK 25.4% , BELH
EEBHATAEE"., KREFHEINFE, PEARE TERRNR
B, BE—A4S5SE, 2B FadBEma k.
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eight-hour working day /\ /s B
T A

on-the-post training K L % &

man-hour T i

overtime i BF A &

vacation 1§ #i

labour intensity % 3 3% &

three-shift working system = 3 f8|
THEH

rewards and penalties for workers and
staff B T 3 7&

wage system for contract work 4 T
T ¥H

wage plan T % it X|

wage level T % K& #

wage form T ¥ 7 R

natural wage increase L% B A 8 &

system of cash payment for shares
B 4l E

piecework wages it T ¥

time wage system it B T % #/

overtime premium v 3w & 2 R

non-staple food price subsidy for

minimum wages & 1§ T %

maximum wages ¥ & L %

grant-in-aid ¥}Bj &

maternity leave with full pay &R T

welfare state 78 | & K

welfare fund & | & 4

welfare facilities & F| 1% #

welfare projects( services) #& | %

work fare T 1k 48 F|

free medical care /N % [E 7

public welfare /3£ 38 f|

public welfare fund /A 37 4

traffic allowance % i %} By

ZF A& F

relief fund % % 4

pension iR B &

old-age pension FHh

workers’ insurance IR Tk [&

safety factor %2 £ ¥

safety regulation % 2% &

retiring ( pensionable ) age limit & 1k
FE 8RR #

economic welfare

workers and staff 31 T B| & & #t magnet #4k
¥ Ah ik bombard ¥ % ; % &
wage increases for workers and staff vie ¥4
BRILTHFAR lucrative 7 F| 7 E &y -
| comprehensive award wae¥ copious ¥ E # 3
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[ nouveau EE e -
in the wake of % ff------ E:S
pinch and scrape & % &
prudent i# {E #
accumulate £ 3 ;
revaluation 18 5 %
jolt #% &
domestic [F p #y
context I 3%
| exchange rate ¥, # &

dilemma 3t 3B ¥ %
speculator 3 #l, &
uplift 12 3%
adjustment i &
impact % %
moderate & f§ 8y
appreciation 34 {§
stabilize & &
commodities B &

enterprise £ ¥
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BEE4
nit3 Living Conditions

Key Sentences
LR 1)

1. Economical housing project is rare for the many low-and middle-in-|
come wage earners.
X FHBRL WP RBAE R, 2FERBRST .

2. As more and more people crowd into big cities, housing shortage be-
comes an increasingly serious problem.
i R oF 8 25 Y A TR i KB (R AR B T H 35 T E A 1R

3. Despite the mushrooming high buildings,the provision of living
spocé still falls far short of demands so that the price of houses soars.
RESGHRXENTHGEEFRRBE, (BB F FEEBILT %
WRT R, FI Y.

4. Maybe it will be effective to encourage people to move to the suburbs
in order to reduce the population density in the city center.
AT SR AATBIRR X R R FEAR AT RO A O RTRE S A R

5. The government should make proper plans to solve those problems.
BT L 12 1 8 18 24 BRI OR A P SE 18] B

6. Housing problem comes hand in hand with population growth.
FEHRMES A EXREARAS,

7. Practical housing reform may be needed.

| AEEE I SRR B,

_ngr_
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Wonderful Paragraph
W

Paragraph 1>

J A A HE

iving Standards

Before 1949 the Chinese economy was characterized by widespread
poverty, exireme income inequalities, and endemic insecurity of livelihood.
By means of centralized economic planning, the People’s Republic was able
to redistribute national income so as to provide the entire population with at
least the minimal necessities of life ( except during the “three bad years” of
1959, 1960, and 1961) and to consistently allocate a relatively high propor-
tion of national income to productive investment. Equally important to the
quality of life were the results of mass public-health and sanitafion cam-
paigns, which rid the country of most of the conditions that had bred epi-
demics and lingering disease in the past. The most concrefe evidence of
improved living standards was that average national life expectancy more
than doubled, rising from around thirty-two years in 1949 fo sixty-nine years
in 1985. :

in 1987 the standard of living in China was much lower than in the in-
dustrialized countries, but nearly all Chinese people had adequate food,
clothing, and housing. In addition, there was a positive trend toward rapid
improvements in living conditions in the 1980s as a result of the economic
reforms , though improvements in the standard of living beyond the basic
level came slowly. Until the end of the 1970s, the fruits of economic growth
were largely negated by population increases, which prevented significant
advances in the per capita availability of food, clothing, and housing be-
yond levels achieved in the 1950s. The second major change in the stand-
ard of living came about as a result of the rapid expansion of productivity
and commerce generated by the reform measures of the 1980s. After thirty
years of austerity and marginal sufficiency, Chinese consumers suddenly

“lﬁ
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were able to buy more than enough to eat from a growing variety of food i-
tems. Stylish clothing, modern furniture, and a wide array of electrical ap-
pliances also became part of the normal expectations of ordinary Chinese

families.
Paragraph 2

BE AR AN RSN

mproving Villagers’ Living Conditions

The Chinese government vowed to focus on the development of villa-
ges in a major policy document issued on Tuesday, but stressed buildings
should not be demolished in a haphazard way while improving villagers' liv-
ing condifions.

Village development will be pushed forward in a substantial, stable
manner and in line with the principle of thrift, said the document jointly is-
sued by the Communist Party of China Central Committee and the State
Council, China’s cabinet. “We should prevent demolish the existing build-
ings in a haphazard way so as to add financial burdens to farmers,” says
the document. : .

Farmers increasingly desire better environment and image of their villa-
ges on top of improved living conditions as China progresses to a more
prosperous society, it says. The document requires governments at all levels
to issue guidelines on village development and help farmers solve problems
related to drinking water, roads, electricity and fuel. The government should
help farmers separate their own living quarters from those of livestock and
poultry. As villages are rebuilt, developers are required to protect ancient
houses and relics. “Haphazard demolition and reconstruction are forbid-

den,” adds the document.
Paragraph 3

8% 2010 ¢ E Zoep B %8 i
alf China to Live in Cities by 2010

Urbanization is speeding up throughout China, with half the 1. 3 billion

ﬂF
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Chinese or one tenth of the world’s population expected to live in cmes in
2010. Every year, about 13 million rural people flood into China’s cities, e-
quivalent fo the current population of Beijing, To accommodate this new ur-
ban population, the country needs a huge amount of resources, currently
accounting for 40 per cent of the world’s total annual cement consumption
and 30 per cent of the annual steel consumption. In addition, current con-
struction projects account for around 30 per cent of the global total, said the
vice-minister. He esfimated that it would be another 30 years before the ini-
tial phase of China’s urbanization is completed. “Besides resource con-
sumption, urbanization brings a lot of problems such as the widening
wealth gap between urban and rural areas, environmental damage, the
lack of social security for unemployed migrant workers and heavy pressure
on transport networks” . ”

Expert pointed out that it would be possible for the country to accom-
modate 50 per cent of its population in cities in 2010, since currently about
40 per cent of the population already lived in urban areas. The government
needed to seek solutions for swelling urban populations and shrinking re-
sources, with developing employment the key to accommodating migrating
rural people in the country’s some 600 cities and 20 000 towns in a bal-
anced way. Giu said that the country already had urban planning schemes
for all levels and sound urban planning would protect the environment, en-
ergy and resources, respect culture and history, and safeguard the rights
and interests of low-income citizens.

Currently, three densely urbanized regions have formed along China’s
coast the Pearl River Delta, the Yangize River Delta and the Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei region. New urban systems are also taking shape in the country’s
smaller cities and towns, due to economic development and the absorption
of surplus rural labour. Economic growth is the force driving this rapid ur-
banization. But other factors also attract farmers to the cities, such as the
development of transport networks and educational opportunities.

17
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hina Improves Living Conditions for
Women and Children

China has nearly achieved oII the targets set for |mprovmg the living
conditions of women and children by ’the end of this century.

Gu Xivlian, deputy director of the women and children’s work commls-
sion under the State Council and vice chairwoman of the All-China Women's
Federation, told a national working meeting held in this southwest munici-
pality today that women have already been promoted to leading positions in
the local governments of all 31 provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions in the country.

The proportion of female university students grew by 2. 9 percentage
points over the past five years. At present, women account for 46.7 per-
cent of the total number of employees in the country. More than 3. 3 million
of unemployed female workers have found new jobs in the last five years.

The proportion of women among the poor population in rural areas de-
creased by ten percent over the past five years. More than 1. 8 million
women who live under the poverly line have received government relief. O-
ver the past decade, the mortality rate of children has decreased by over 33

percent, and the occurrence of malnutrition of children has decreased by a
half.

Cultijra| Links
AL BER

INERHE B
“pY R ASNBREENARERIEG A —EEENE
R, Z BT ASHX &F AR, FERE N i REEFEE —LEBHR
TREEERES, SULRSE—BETNEE, i EX K& R
ST TIRERIS R ARE R TEROER,
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AR . RELATYSZHEASERBIRIREN 8 Tk, |
HELPER P, X BRIRERRACBAELRT., ME—- T AEBNE
FEBUR 8 F I RE9TE IR A B AR I E R R AL
VIR, AR RSB T — 3R, BUER B AN —HB" WHEE, RR
BANEB L4 — R A0l (B T3 18] B3 L 3R 44 £ P Sy 25
R RIPRE R —E B

“TIREECE” . TE/NEE R, AMTRE AR IS T — AN S A R AL S i)
P RBRIT BT A5 S B & B L DR A TR 25 1 R AR
599{%)*‘)5)?%%,lﬁlﬂﬂé}“%ﬁ&ﬁé%”f’ﬁk/b)ﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁ2~5ﬁ&ﬁﬁ#+
TEE,

CREFTE". B AR/ SERRE, — A0 R AR
ROEEETAREEFRE, SRAMFERMNREE” B REFL" A
KU LR BIHE— BB EIAGEAE],

Vocabulary
b in] 3 2%
rbare( slender) livelihood ( living) ability to making a living; viability B
5 R Y A & TE A
exemplary life 4 3§ 4 7% standards of living 4 7% X F
making ( gainingobtainingearning ) a trifling matters of everyday life; do-
living ( livelihood ) 3 4 mestic trivia 4 & 49 %
slum life # & & 4 7% living in more and more reduced cir-
dog’s (miserable)life % & 4 /& cumstances 4 & T &

goods necessary to ( necessaries of) means of livelihood 4 it
life ; daily necessities 4 % S0 ® &  comfortable ELE
extra allowance for living expenses regular life & #}. 3 84 & 7%

4 7E # By self-supporting life § 57 4 7%
subsistence allowance 4 & & Ik earning one’s own living ( livelihood )
be badly off 4 & i #% HREA
source of income; deriving one’s in- bare living 1% 4 7

| come from # & X adverse circumstances % 4 8 37 3% J
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Vunhappy( unlucky) circumstances unfavourable conditions i 3 l
FEWHLE poor circumstances # % K 3%
flourishing ( wealthy ) circumstances straitened( poor) circumstances
B AW AHEFEH
homelike environment production condition # = & 14
KEMBIE living environment 4 7% 313§ »
home ( domestic ) environment . living conditions 4 7& & 14
RERE actual conditions 52 R 1§ W
hard conditions M & & % " polluted environment % 75 3¢ty 3R 3F,
embarrassing circumstances advantageous ( favourable ) circum-
LR RE N S stances( conditions ) Wi #
piteous conditions [ % 3% I material conditions( prerequisites)
objective conditions % W, & 1 o &
predicament [ 3% modern conditions F. X £& 4
| difficult conditions F B DL loving environment 48 5 48 % ¥y 35 3% )
174
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nit4 Food and Drink

Key Sentences
w1

1. It is said approximately , there are over 32 famous styles of cuisine in]
China.

TEREREA 32 HEBHER,

2. Experts have come to agree that Sichuan, Shandong, Guangdong or
Cantonese, and Jiangsu cuisines are the four most distinctive ones.
ERFEHELN)E BX BEAEHERNARE.

3. Tea is popular everywhere in China. China has a long history of tea
producing and tea drinking. 4
REDEBGEA , PEEMNEKNETNKATEEEEATE,

4. Tea has never ceased being part of life in China,with farmers in even
the poorest regions enjoyng streaming cups.

FROALTE T EIX R E I EMRAE IR, BME R B AR 55 B X AT
RERE

5. Man's dietary habits are undergoing a revolution.
AEHWERBEIREEETE—HET,

6. With increasing per capita income, the development of agriculture and
economic growth since the late 1970s,the Chinese have think more a-
bout food quality than quantity.

20 #4270 SERK LK, BEE A BB B0 ARk 6 % B 2 B i1
K, PEAFTFHEMCER SR RE IR,
7. There is a popular saying in China. “There is nothing more delicious

than jiaozi. ” F EHA RBRATHNE: “FEAWETF”
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Wonderful Paragraph
iR B

(P%Za graph 1>

e

S&’%E!'Plilﬁ%

ome Chinese Food

The Chinese Philosopher Lao Tzu once said: “Governing a great nation
is much like cooking a small fish. 7 He meant that governing a country re-
quired just the right “seasonings” and adjustments for successful results.
This metaphor clearly illustrates the significance that food occupies in Chi-
nese culture!

Chinese food can be roughly divided into the Northem and Southern
styles of cooking. In general, Northern dishes are oily without being cloying
and the flavors of vinegar and garlic tend to be more pronounced. Pasta al-
so plays an important role in Northern cooking; noodles, ravioli-like dump-
lings, steamed stuffed buns, fried meat dumplings, and steamed bread
are the favored flour-based treats. The cooking styles of Peking, Tientsin,
and Shantung are probably the best known styles of Northern Chinese cui-
sine. An elaborate, stuffed chicken symbolizes the Chinese wish for pleni-
tude and satisfaction. Representative of the Southern cooking styles are:
Szechwan and Hunan cuisine which are famous for their liberal use of chili
peppers; the Kiangsu and Chekiang styles which emphasize freshness and
tenderness; and Cantonese food which tends to be somewhat sweet and
full of variety. Rice and rice products such as rice noodles, rice cakes, and
rice congee are the usual accompaniments to Southern style cooking.

in Chinese cooking, color, aroma, and flavor share equal irﬁp‘orfonce
in the preparation of each dish, thereby, safisfying the gustatory, olfactory,
and visual senses. Any one entree will combine three to five colors, select-
ed from ingredients that are light green, dark green, red, yellow, white,
black, or caramel-colored. Usually, a meat and vegetable dish is prepared
from one main ingredient and two to three secondary ingredients of con-

_1_7§‘f
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trasting colors. 1t is then cooked with the appropriate method, seasonings,
and sauces to result in an aesthetically attractive dish. The primary methods
of preparation include stir-frying, stewing, steaming, deep-frying, flash-fry-
ing, and pan-frying. A dish with a fragrant aroma will whet the appetite.
Among many others, some ingredients that confribute to a mouth-watering
aroma are scallions, fresh ginger root, garlic, chili peppers, wine,.star an-
ise, sfick cinnamon, pepper, sesame oil, and dried black Chinese mush-
rooms. Of utmost importance in cooking any dish is preserving the fresh,
natural flavor of the ingredients and removing any undesirable fish or game
odors. In Western cooking, lemon is often used to remove smells of fish; in
Chinese cooking, scallions and ginger serve a similar function. Soy sauce,
sugar, vinegar, and other seasonings add richness to a dish without cover-
ing up the natural flavor of the ingredients. A well-prepared dish will be rich
to those who like strong flavors, not over-spiced to those who like a blander
taste, sweet to those who like a sweet flavor, and hot to those who like a
piquancy. A dish that is all of these things to all of these people is a fruly

successful one.
Paragraph 2

NS
utrition Is the First Concern

However, color, aroma, and flavor ‘are not the only principles to be
followed in Chinese cooking; nutrition is the first concern. A theory of the
“harmonization of foods” can be traced back to the Shang dynasty’s (16th
fo Nth century B. C) scholar Yi Yin. He related the five flavors of sweet,
sour, bitter, piquant, and salty to the nutritional needs of the five major or-
gan systems of the body (the heart, liver, spleen, lungs, and kidneys),
and he stressed their role in maintaining good physical health. In fact,
many of the plants used in Chinese cooking such as scallions, fresh ginger
root, garlic, dried lily buds, and tree fungus have properties of preventing
and alleviating various illnesses. The Chinese have a traditional belief that
food and medicine share the same origin and that food has a medicinal val-

o
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ue. Thls view can be considered the forerunner of nutritional science in Chi-
na. According to this theory, a correct proportion of meat to vegetable in-
gredients should be maintained. One-third of meat-based dishes should be
made of vegetable ingredients, and one-third of vegetable dishes should
consist of meat. In preparing soups, the quantity of water used should total
seven-tenths the volume of the serving bowl. Basically, the correct ingredi-
ent proportions must be adhered to in the preparation of each dish or soup
in order to ensure optimal nutritional value.

The Chinese have a number of traditional rules and customs associated
with eating. For example, food must be eaten while seated. Also a set or-
der of who may be seated first among men, women, old, and young ex-
ists. Furthermore, one must eat main courses with chopsticks and soup

with a spoon. .
Paragraph 3
ea

Wherever Chinese go, the custom of drinking tea follows. Tea was first
discovered by the Chinese. Tea is an indispensable part of the life of a Chi-
nese. A Chinese saying identifies the seven basic daily necessities as fuel,
rice, oil, salt, soy sauce, vinegar, and tea. The custom of drinking tea has
been ingrained in the Chinese for over a thousand years. During the mid-
Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D. ), a man named Lu Yu created the first com-
pendium in the world on tea, the Tea Classic. This work helped to popular-
ize the art of tea drinking all across China. Tea is made from the young,
tender leaves of the tea tree. The differences among the many kinds of tea
available are based mainly on the roasting and fermentation of the tea leav-
es. Through fermeniation, the originoily deep green leaves become red-
dish-brown in color. The longer the fermentation, the darker the color. De-
pending on the length of the roasting and degree of fermentation, the fra-
grance can range from floral to fruity to malty.

Tea drinking aficionados usuadlly enjoy the beauty and feel of teapots.

ﬂ‘f
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Small teapots are used to steep tea (in the “kung fu” steeping method).
This particular method has been passed down to the present day from 16th
century China, so it boasts a 400-year history. The full aroma and sweet-
ness of the tea can be brought out when using a small teapot to steep tea.
Tea is China’s national drink. It contains vitamins, tea derivatives, es-
senfial oils, and fluoride. It is a diuretic attributed with the properties of im-
proving the eyesight and increasing alertness, so Chinese believe that fre--
quent tea drinkers enjoy an increased life span. Its medical properties and
benefits to the human body have actually been scientifically proven, and tea

has come to be generally recognized as a natural health food.

: Paragraph 4
Wine

The origins of fermenting and drinking wine in China go far back in
time. The ancient Chinese either used wine as a libation to their forefathers
fo express reverence, enjoyed it by themselves while writing poetry or
prose, or toasted their relatives and friends during a feast. Wine was inti-
mately connected with most Chinese men of lefters. Grains were used to
ferment wine throughout ancient China. Thus, whether or not the grain
harvest was bountiful became a criterion by which many governments de-
cided whether to lift their ban on wine making or how heavy a wine tax fo
levy. Over the ages, wine gradually became directly linked to the daily life
and tax burden of the people. ‘

As early as in the Shang dynasty of the 18th through 11th centuries B.
C., the use of grain to make wine had become widespread. Inscriptions
preserve many records of Shang-era people worshiping their ancestors with
wine and of the fact that wine drinking was very popular at the time. The
development of Chinese wine-making techniques accelerated after the 3rd
century. A. D. Each part of the nation used different grains to produce yeast.
This not only led to an increase in the varieties of wine, but also indicated
progress in the technology of yeast production.

417!;

HBEXRIE www.222b.com AXS: FREARL



AEERDE—RELE
sadintroduce China in English—Family Life

From wine making and drinking we can glimpse a bit of the wisdom of
ancient Chinese. -Wine was influential in the accomplishments of intellectu-
dls. Policy measures prohibiﬁng wine making and measures levying wine
taxes illustrate certain links between wine and national taxes. Wine is an
important segment of dietary culture, and its significance in Chinese culture
should not be overlooked.

7 Cultural Links
SCALBE

PR N=Tb

=R BRI AR RA DR Y R BT RERF K
ERT b ERRMEE ZREE", BEBRARE T BAEH,
o A it 2 IA S ATELUR BB M 00, 76 A3 2 10 10 S AR b 3 10
BHE , FEObE H PR AR . SR AR, & — R EFR =KFE" .

I ASE B SRR SR T My s R A M s T4 /MR IR
F, TR, A RN, EREETFHATEA, TR FHER
BN, KRB AR,

SR TSR A e L, RIS Ok [EI W, I ARk M e 7
W, BXRAT A R — M TRk . 7ERCIRA R T A SR —
FEALBAT R, T R B AR R, 4 AR IR, SBA N R B R

HRRE SXFAT B R E S ER, Ak R AR AR TR
HEBL. WA RABRNA FIETHEITERE, 14 B0 Rt LR K

&, BIRFAERIF LTS,

PR X R T REHET, MBE AR, HETREER
F RASA R IR, AR FEMIT, AT 0 R S B S 350
£, B B PEARIAS AR,
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(fried shredded pancake %

| fried rice ¥R

fried noodles ¥ &

Sichuan noodles with peppery sauce
HEE

cut noodles J7 ¥ &

steamed sponge cake X 1%

rice served with meat and vegetables
on top # (%) K

lightly fried dumpling %% 1%

ravioli 18 4k

half-cooked rice 3% 4 4§

thin pancake made of millet flour,
ete. 77t

dumpling wrapper % F &

filling for dumpling ; stuffing % F 44

dough pulled into strips for noodles
HE

mantou 1§ 3k

rice flour %3

cooked glutinous rice & k4K

highland barley flour & ff &

Chinese wafer = f £

northern-style ( northern flavour) di-
shes Jt. % %

customary dish ¥ W, ¥ %

fried dish;sauté ¥ ¥

legg X XA

local ( native ) dish 3 % 3£

H J& % beancurd

stew fii 3

typical local dish X % 3%

complimentary dish # i # 3

pouly R & X X &

pan-fried dish B{ %

aspic X % ¥

Beijing( Pekinese ) dishes 3 3£

standing dish 4 H #] £

savory dish %5k 7 1 X &

national dish B #% R %k 3£

famous dish 4 ¥

southern-style ( southern flavour) di-
shes § % ¥

sumptuous food and dishes prepared
for the Lunar New Year ££ 3%

meat B X ¥ &

delicacies from land and sea
WE S 1S

delicacy of the season Bt

rinsed parboiled food #| 3£

rich dish sk R 8y ¥ &

non-Chinese dish ¥ 3%

entree /N (W IEXH)

smoked dish & ¥

food to go with wine or liquor T~ & 3%

game 5 %k

\
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fishmeat dish eRNEE Chinese ham ¥ F Xk i
sauté beef with hot pepper B3 4 H| consomme of abalone ¥ i #, &
mixed cold dish; assorted hors consomme of swallow nest & % #% &

d’oeuvre 114834 & consomme of white fungus with quail
spiced goose ] eggs AR E BBEE
| fried peanuts ¥ A&k )

_12*(
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Key Sentences
Ui ¥a i 6]

1. In China today, people often say clothing, food, shelter and transporta-
tion and place “clothing” on top of the list.

BFHRE, AMIEFER K. | 4477, R R HEEH,

. With the development of society, clothes does not only mean to cover
up one’s embarrassment or prevent one from cold, but a symbol of
beauty, rank, ceremony and propriety, and most important of all, the
culture carrier.

BEE L2 R R, AR A58 2 S B ZE R R R, TR 5 . b
7 ML S HE , REENRE LRI,

. When we say clothes today, we mean the “upper outside garment”
people wear.

BAERNFTRM KR EEBANFH LXK,

. Many words about “dress” in ancient China are sfill used today but are
culturally connotive.

HEEERRERKRATFIEES RDAGE A, BHETEEAR X
¥,

. Clothes are different not because of their style and design, but because
of the cloth texture too. . ‘

KRR TR S8 B B AR, RRAEEHL R ERZ —,

. Qipao, the classic dress for chinese women, combines the elaborate
elegance of chinese tradition with unique elements of style.

JEAE T EAL LSRG, ERE THRERNERARSM—X

J

IR RA,
|183
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Wonderful Paragraph
K h Bt

Tz 4 ik i

raditional Garments

In modern society, men are seen at social occasions wearing the dig-
nified and refined traditional Chinese long gown, and women often wear
the Qipao, a modified form of a traditional Ching Dynasty fashion, on for-
mal occasions. The variations of height, length, width, and ornamentation
of the collar, sleeves, skirt, and basic cut of this Oriental fashion are limit-
less.

Many accessories are used to decorate shoulders, bodices, pockets,
seams, and openings of clothing, as well as belts, hair omaments, and
necklaces. Some successful examples of combinations of modern <.nd tradi-
tional fashion elements are the modern bridal fiara, based on a Sung Dy-
nasty design and the Hunan Province style of embroidered sash made in
the traditional colors of pure red, blue, and green. From these examples,
it can be seen how traditional Chinese dress is the foundation of modern
fashion. However, the Chinese have also adopted many Western styles of

clothing such as business suits and jeans..
Paragraph 2

A H B 1%
oday’s Fashions

Today, fashion designers use a mixture of traditional and modern ide-
as to create new fashions. These new fashions also incorporate age-old
motifs such as guardian deities, lions, and masks of Chinese opera charac-
ters. Chinese bronze is another source of printed, woven, embroidered,
and applied design for clothes. Some of the distinctive designs include
dragons, phoenixes, clouds, and lightning. Motifs from traditional Chinese

_18_4_‘.7
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painting also end up in woven or printed fashion designs.

|
it —— s ALK

ipao—The Chinese Dress

Known these days as the “traditional Chinese dress” , the original
gipao looked very different from the versions today. Qipao is the Mandarian
name of this dress. It is also referred to as cheongsam in Cantonese,
which literally transiates fo “long dress”.

Though today considered the “traditional” dress, it dates back only to
the last Chinese Dynasty, Qing (1644-1911 AD). When the Manchu first
took over, they organized the people into banners, qi. Thus, the qipao be-
came the “banner gown” that was worn by both men and women.

The general characteristic of the early qipao was a single piece of cloth
that would cover the whole body, down to the feet. Around the neck, the
collar would be high to help secure outfit. The material was loose, with slits
on the side only to allow for easier movement. As the dynasty progressed,
the gipao became very decorated with elaborate embroideries. Certain col-
ored silks were used tfo distinguish rank and position.

While the Qing Dynasty fell, the center of Chinese fashion became
Shanghai, where the Western influence was highest. It was here that the
form of gipao we see mostly commonly today developed: slender fit and
shorter sleeves. It was also because of this Western influence that men
wearing gipaos fell out of favor. Women were featured in various calendars
and portraits wearing these modern gipao’s, which helped to spread the
popularity of this style as the image of beauty.

During the Communist Revolution, staring in 1949, the qipao was
thought to be a throwback to the “old ways” and thus outlawed. People
began to wear the Mao jackets and uniforms that were standard issue.
However, areas outside of the Communist rule, such as Taiwan and Hong
Kong, continued to make these dresses popular and a symbol of Chinese

elegance.
. 185
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Today, these dresses can be seen everywhere and in a variety of
lengths and styles. They are very much part of fashion and even been inte-
grated with other Western style elements to meet the ever changing defini-
tion of beauty. :

Cuitural Links
XA BERE

BRBRE {7 S UtRIMRD
DISRRMEE

B B G0 AR s R B B Z DIBA MR AT F R, T R R B R
THFRESHEAN AT MEHLE S, & 4.8 8. AXLHBEHERN
B, LR, EAXTFHROEE. FRIAIRFE—HRAE, R
RTXTEIWEE, AMBERXFREFANESV AR MR, R
FOHO AETHA,. FHFRE, ERFAE, ELFRE, BAILA.
BT EALS, SRR ZEAEMEEOEN, ARl PR, A TFRAZ
o, 2R FRBIGERA. RERGHEE, SHRET EANGFHIHESES,
HRTEEREMERS, ARER. IRERGLAERNFEZFE . BHA
KA, IR X F R RS

ocabulary

b I E B
rupper outer garments _F &K woollen dress W #| iR 3 T
civilian clothes € & teenagers’ clothes & 4 4£ R 3
informal dress {& 3 (& i) easycare clothes B # & i
cloth gown # & splendid attire ﬁ:;’&
garments fif 3% suit ¥
fur clothing % ¥ fk 3% new clothes ¥ %
cotton clothings #% # & fit school uniform % 4 f§
{mén’s fashion ¥ &t 3 sports wear 15 3 R 3 )
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burl #7 4

linen button A7 #
traditional cut 1% 4 & 4%
fibula 3 4u

large size A R~F(KF)
padding 3 &

front opening X} £
costume design A 3% % it
back of a Chinese garment /& #
stick collar -7 4%

men’s clothing % =X ik ¥
braided button 4 £
women’s clothing % X it 3%

cape collar # & 40
Chinese collar #4147

three-button coat = 1 4f
up-to-date style Bf X,
movable sleeve & #f

| protruding tummy /) B 5+ {4

garment in Western style 7§ X IR %  fashionable dress it %

the smaller or inner piece on the}
right side of a Chinese garment
_ with buttons /N8
mandarin collar /] 3T 45
semi-peak lapel 4245
recent fashion & I R, £

latest cut( fashion) ¥ ¥ R #
round collar [ 41

high collar % 41

fashion show Bt 3 & W

the front £ £

lantern sleeve X %

snap fastener F 4
second-hand clothes |H & it
spring clothing & %
all-season clothing 14 % fj 3
children’s clothes & %
everyday clothes ¥ B ik 3

hand-sewed clothes F 4 ¥y K ik

41L
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3FiE
nit6 Traffic

Key Sentences

AL R ]

1. Since cars started rolling off the production line, they quite IiterclllyW
changed our world.
BMWRET TAPR, BEARES KU, BITEE T RITAHR,
. Some of the brightest minds have come up with an alternative, a car
for the 21th century.
— SR NIEFE RPN 2 21 B f —FiR %,
. Hydrogen cars will need hydrogen fueling stations to power them.
SRR E T E SR R R EEAEIR
4. With more highways the transport has improved a lot.
BEEEZABYER CHLRETRE,
. The rapid development of highways is another reason for the populari-
ty in self-drive tourism.
ARRERE R RE B BIRTE LN —RE,
. Making more specific traffic rules is also necessary.
il S B A 3@ M B RN EE
7. The prices of domestically-produced cars fell rapidly in anticipation of tariff
reductions ,and have continued to do so by 10% or more a year.
ENAREEN R IEXBE A TR T, —FIFSETRT
10% SLEEZX,
8. The government's decision fo encourage private enterprise meant its
grip had to ease.

BUR B E RBRIIF BT Y £ B BEHNAA S,

_12}7
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onderful Paragraph
HBITE

Paragraph 1>

R 1™ 2k
he Birth of Demand

in China’s bigger cities, the rivers of bicycles—once one of the most
vivid images of urban China—have been replaced with streets jammed with
cars, most of them, terrifyingly, in the hands of novice drivers. By banning
or severely restricting motorcycle use in these cities, China has leapfrogged
the development pattern of its Asian neighbours, where the motorbike has
usually provided the newly affluent with their first taste of effortless mobility.
Shanghai, home to about 9m ordinary bikes, aroused a flurry of media crit-
icism last year by banning them from main roads in the centre. But they are
less and less used these days. -

To some extent, China’s embrace of the car has been a predictable re-
sult of growing urban affluence. But several other factors caused demand in
China, at least until a year ago, to soar beyond expectations. A huge
boost came when China joined the World Trade Organisation in 2001, which
required a considerable easing of barriers on car imports. The prices of do-
mestically-produced cars fell rapidly in anticipation of tariff reductions, and
have continued to do so by 10% or more a year.

Price cuts, and the infroduction by foreign car companies of cheaper
models (made at their factories in China), also helped put car ownership
suddenly within reach of a fast-growing new middle class. “There is some
similarity between the Chinese and American approach,” says Jean-Claude
Germain. “When somebody doesn’t have the cash to buy a carhe will
dream and will do everything to be one day in the position to have this
product. ” Mr Germain thinks some 50m-60m Chinese can now afford to
buy one. If they had doubts, easy credit from the state-owned banks (until
last year, that is) helped to overcome them.

4&
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Another crucial engine of demand was a dramdtic transformation in the
social and economic structure of Chinese cities. Ten years ago, most urban
residents were employed by state-owned factories or other entities with links
to government. They lived in housing assigned by their employers, virtually
rent-free and usudlly close to where they worked. A bicycle, or public
transport, was usually adequate to take them farther afield. The banks,
too, did not lend to individuals.

Since the late 1990s, however, housing has been largely privatised.
Many state-owned factories have closed down or been shifted to suburban
areas to reduce pollution in the cities and make way for new development.
The economic boom has been spurred by a building frenzy, which itself has
been fuelled by reckless bank lending and by the government's readiness to
allow developers to bulldoze the inner cities. Close-knit communities have
been scattered, often fo the suburbs, to ploces ill-served by public transport
and far from places of work.

Most people in the countryside-where 60% of the population live,
earning, on average, less than a dollar a day ot the official rate-will never
get beyond dreaming of having a car. But the psychological impact on
many urban residents of the car's sudden affordability has been considera-
ble. Unfil the 1990s, travel within China was restricted. A letter was re-
quired from a state employer in order to buy a plane ticket, a comfortable
seat on a train or a room in a decent hotel. A citizen’s life was closely mo-
nitored at home and work. The government's decision to encourage private
enterprise meant its grip had to ease. Then enter the car, that symbol of
freedom ond status. No wonder city-dwellers could hardly wait to buy one.

“ N HE BERM

ew driver, please look after me”

Acquiring a driving licence is not difficult. Although a learner has to un-
dergo 70 hours of training over two months, it is hard to fail the test. lil-
paid examiners are readily bribable, with the instructors acting as middle-

ﬂ_‘r
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men and taking their own cut. Many cars on city streets display notices :;ay-
ing “New driver, please look after me”. The plea is in vain. The death rate
on China’s roads is the highest in the world; 680 die and 45 000 are injured
every day, according to the World Health Organisation, compared with a-
round 115 deaths a day in far more motorised America.

Ownership is sfill minuscule in per capita terms: 7 or 8 out of every
1000 people, compared with a global average of 120 and more than 600 in
America. The number of private cars in China-about 10m-is still only half the
number of cars in America at the onset of the Great Depression. But Bei-
jing, a city of 12m people ( counting only registered residents) has 2m
cars, some 80% of them in private hands. A quarter of a million of these
were bought in the past two years. Despite the>widening of main thorough-
fares (knocking down yet more residential buildings), the building of a
suburban light-rail line and the opening of a new ring road in the past few
years, the city’s infrastructure cannot keep up.

Concerns about congestion, parking, fuel-price increases and the pos-
sibility of a new fuel tax are beginning to dampen demand in the city, says
Qie Xiaogang, a market analyst at the city’s biggest car market. The
government’s decision last year fo fighten bank lending for car purchases
has diso had a big impact. Being new to a credit culiure, and having little
fear of reprisals from timid state-owned banks, many Chinese had bor-
rowed beyond their means, using falsified certificates of their income. This
has created a “big financial black hole” in China’s banking syslem, says
Mr Qie. But even with buying on credit down to 10% of transactions com-
pared with a high of 30% in 2003, sales are booming. Many buyers at his
market come in with bagfuls of cash.

Curiously, however, the car remains largely d tool for short-distance
travel, usually to the office and back. The motorway network has so far
failed to transform travel and leisure habits. Steve Bdle of Bates Asia, an
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advertising firm, says that last year fewer than 20% of car owners used
their vehicles to travel out of the city at the weekend. Hitting the open road
and following it wherever it leads is not, it seems, a parficularly inspiring
notion to the Chinese car owner. Jin Jianjun, a 46-year-old office worker in
Beijing who spent this year's lunar new year holiday driving 6,000km a-
round China with his wife and daughtfer, is a rare exception. He says that
now is the best time to be a car owner in China, because the newly built
intercity expressways are sfill so free of cars.

Parag;'_—a:@

LGk

oliution’s Haze

The government, aware of this, is spending billions to improve public
transport in the big cities. By 2008 Beijing is due to have 200km of under-
ground track, double the current length. Shanghai’s underground is due to
expand from 80km to 200km by 2010, when the city will host the World Ex-
po; by 2020, the plan is to have 810km, iwice the length of London’s un-
derground system.

China’s rapidly growing dependence on imported oil-one-third of it now
for car use-is causing deep anxieties about the country’s energy security.
Petrol consumption will no doubt be curbed by taxes, better technologies or
the use of alternative fuels. But demand for cars will go on surging. Ford's
David Thomas estimates there are 450m people in eastern China with a
purchasing power of over $7,000 a year; $6,000 is the usual threshold
at which car-ownership begins to take off. - i

Growing losses in the indusfry, as fierce competition squeezes mar-
gins, are not deterring the manufacturers. As Mr Thomas points out,
“People’s desire, people’s purchasing capability, the overall economic fun-
damentals of the country haven’t changed that much. ” China has fallen in
love with cars; and despite government efforts to cool the passion down, it
burns as hot (and as noxiously) as ever.

iz%
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alf of China’s Cars to Use Cleaner Fuels by 2025

Half of China’s cars will use cleaner fuels such as energy-efficient
diesel, gas and bio-fuel by 2025. Renewable and low-emission energy
sources will replace traditional gasoline to drive future Chinese autos, said
Feng Fei, director of the industrial economics research department with the
Development Research Center of China’s State Council, at a seminar. “Bio-
fuel and hydrogen are the ultimate substitutes for fossil fuels,” said Feng.
He added that fossil fuels will remain the major source of energy for Chi-
nese cars by 2030, but cleaner forms of them will lead the future.

Meanwhile, Feng dismissed oil made from coal, which has developed
rapidly in recent years, as a major alternate energy source for automobiles.
“The biggest problems of turning coal into oil are its low energy efficiency
and high emission of carbon dioxide in the production process,” said
Feng. Three to five tons of high-quality coal is needed to produce a ton of
diesel, bringing the whole energy consumption to two to three times that of
gasoline-driven cars, while the burning of the fuel emits 50 to 100 percent
more carbon dioxide than that of gasoline.

With a larger reserve of coal than oil, China can make oil from coal as
part of the country’s strategic reserves, but large scale of production runs a-
gainst China’s goal to improve the efficiency of energy use and cut pollution,
said Feng. China has ascertained oil reserves of 24. 8 billion tons and coal
reserves of more than one trillion tons. The Shenhua Group, China’s top coal
producer, has planned to invest in three projects from 201 to 2012 to gener-
ate 10 million tons of oil from ceal. China is estimated to need 450 miillion
tons of petroleum a year by 2020, with more than half to be imported.

_{_193_

HBEXRIE www.222b.com AXS: FREARL



o0 EmENTE—ReEEE
..« “<Introduce China in English—Family Life

Cultural Links

s s

XTREHEDR, BANF AT RSP REBMBRAE, B 1994 4,
EE(HARY W —R CERIREE . — 1022 AORKREFFH M
BHRT . R AT ENERZ M, b REFREMI. BR,FE
ANTERAEER AN KRR P AT E 28 T E R E S R, T
W, 2MAMERRERSTLEEE., PES 1000 AP RAE 1.2 %,
EETEHA 510 i, BXRBIERKE, PEFTE 6 284, X FHESER
Al LAGEHER 67 B, HbERAZAE T g7

Vocabulary

b i) 3% Bk
[ soar B3 off-peak hours 3k 2 3% 1 #f B Jd] ]
tariff 3 &, motor omnibus( coach) /A 3 5 %
ownership Jff H X circular route A 3£ H £ AT &
domestically [ , suburban bus service /3t 5, % 25 £,
dramatic ¥ B| & & taxi company H fl 35 % /A #
transformation 7% ¢, public transport company /2 3t iZ
psychological > F | iy N
navigate % B¢ ministry of communication 3¢ i ¥
convenient 7% & iy car ( auto ) park; parking lot; motor
flexible ® J& # pool £ %37 »
transport X i 1% gy regular bus service ¥ % R %
flock A &% peak traffic % ¥4 % i
tourism Jf & - peak hours & 14 i 4
long-route operation ¥ #% i& 17 urban bus service AN 3£ K £ ¥ %
single-deck bus ¥ B & % rush hours =5 3 3 3 v} %)
Lshort-route operation 4 3% i& 4T street traffic #71# & #
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'monthly ticket fl &

freight road transport; road haulage
N B IE

traffic mileage X & B # &

blacktop # 3 ¥

motorway % 7. /N -2

sky way £02j&

main( arterial ) street £ & f 1

quick line H# 4T 4%

network of roads /A % 2 i K

highway bridge /2 % #f

| flyover 3L =

no passing 25} 8 %

no hooter £ 1b ¥ 5| v\

maximum speed £ & [R #|

safety driving % 4B 3

traffic patrol & i i ¥ FA

ordinary driver’s licence
LAEERHE

road neglect i % % {5

road traffic accident /¥ X 8 B #

traffic congestion(jam) X & # &

motoring offence i ¥ % 3

“‘_135__
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Social Etiquette and Cultural Customs

3L
nit 1 Social Etiquette

Key Sentences
HiLH R 4

1. China has often been referred to as the Nation of Etiquette.

HES IR AANZI .

2. Closely intertwined with “guanxi” is “renging” an important vehicle in
Chinese social exchanges.
HXR"BENHRPEHZZHPBEBENZR TR — AWH

. “li” can be understood as doing the proper things with the right peo-
ple in the appropriate relationships.

“IBEBAEELIXR P S EEHAMIEYHE,

.1t is the worst thing for a Chinese to lose face.
XFHREARY, REENEREZE T,

. Someone who has no connections would be despised.
— AR LR A SR, |

. Keqi not only means considerate, polite, and well mannered, but also
represents humbleness and modesty.

FSAMUERE “ZIBAE AR RIFRE”, R E SRR
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Social Etiquette and Cultural Customs .

oﬁderful Paragraph
BB

Paragraph 1

3

China has often been referred to as the Nation of Etiquette. According
fo many westemers, however, Chinese people often act in what appears fo
be a discourteous manner. The reason for this anomaly lies in the different
cultural and historical views of social decorum. In order to avoid unnecessa-
ry mistakes and embarrassment during communications, a better under-

standing of Chinese etiquette is essential.
Paragraph 2

B0
amily Visiting

in China, a gift is also necessary when visiting a family. But it is not as
complex as the above situation. Usually, flowers, common fruits and food
are okay. As for alcohol, you had better check whether the person enjoys it
or if they have such a hobby. During lunch fime, hosts will ask you fo have
more food or alcohol. If you do not want fo disappoint them, you can have
a little more according to your situation. If you are truly full, you had better
refuse directly, otherwise, the hospitable hosts will continue fo refill your

bowl.
“ R“ Af;ﬁ;”

enqing”

Closely intertwined with “guanxi” is “renging” , an important vehicle in
Chinese social exchanges. “renqing” which literally translates as “human
feelings” is defines by one western scholar as covers not only sentiment but

_4&_
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olso its socual expressions such as the offering of congratulations, or condo-
lences or the making of gifts on appropriate occasions. The rule of renging
in Chinese society as fellows “if you have received a drop of beneficence
from other people, you should return to them a fountain of beneficence. ” A
Chinese who has done a favor for you automatically feels that he or she is
owned a favor from you in return. Actually “renqing” follows Confucian no-
tion of reciprocity. There are many Chinese expressions that associated with
“renging” , such as giving somebody a “renging” (song renging) owing

somebody a “renqing” ( gian renging) ect. .
Paragraph 4

€6 L“ *L”

“renging” is related to another Confucian concept “li”. “li” in above
when | talk about Confucius philosophy. Here | should add that “1i” in Chi-
nese has many meanings in English expr&sston such as “efiquette” , “de-
corum”, “protocol”, “rites”, “propriety”, “ceremony”, “rule of con-
duct”, “courtesy”, “politeness” , and so on. In Confucius’s.time, howev-
er, the term “li” originally referred to “the social hierarchy and order of the
salvery system of the Zhou Dynasty ( dating back to 1100 B. C. ), which re-
garded by Confucius as an ideal model of any society. It-was not until the
publication of the book “li ji” ( On li ) 200 or 300 years after Confucius that
the current meanings of “li” came into use.

Confucianism stresses responsibility of individuals, who must behave
according to certain prescribed principles of “li”. “li” . “li” dictes the man-
ner in which Chinese position themselves in hierarchical society and perform
their roles accordingly. Therefore, “li” can be understood as doing the
proper things with the right people in the appropriate relationships.

ﬂ'—
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Paragraph 5>
“ M“ ﬁ_?_”
ianzi”

The idea of shame, usually expressed as “face” could be loosely de-
fined as the “status” or “self-respect” in Chinese and by no means alien to
foreigners. It is the worst thing for a Chinese tfo lose face. Never insult, em-
barrass, shame, yell at, or otherwise demean a person. Since all these
actions would risk putting a Chinese in a situation that he might lose face.
Neither fry to prove someone wrong nor shout at him in public. In order to
get a successful effect without letting a Chinese lose face, any criticism
should be delivered privately, discreetly and tactfully, or else, just opposite

to an outcome you desire may result.
CParagraph 6

€6 Gu %g”
uanxi”

Throughout much of Chinese history, the fundamental glue that has
held society together is the concept of guanxi-relationships between peo-
ple. It is very important for the Chinese to have good relationships. They of-
ten regard good social relations as a symbol of personal ability and influ-
ence. Someone who has no connections would be despised.

Paragraph 7

€€ K“ z %”
eqi”

Kegqi not only means considerate, polite, and well mannered, but also
represents humbleness and modesty. It is impolite to be arrogant and brag
about oneself or one’s inner circle. The expression is most often used in the
negative, as in buyao keqi, meaning “you shouldnt be so kind and polite
to me,” or “you‘re welcome. ”

Chinese seldom express what they think directly and they prefer a

_‘Ps.;
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roundabout way, or like to show their emotions and feelings in public. They
rarely greet people with a handshake, ( although this is changing within the
business world) dlthough this is very popular among foreigners, to say
nothing of embracing or kissing when greefing or saying good-bye. Conse-
quently, it is better not to behave in a carefree manner in public, even
though you are well-intentioned. Also, it is advisable to be fairly cautious in
political discussions. Do not push yourself forward, or else you may feel

unwelcome.
ilﬂigkling

“Courtesy demands reciprocity” , goes an old Chinese saying, and the
advice is an indispensable part of social interactions. It is important fo both
private and business relationships. The best choice for the inifial meefing is
a gift that expresses some unique aspect of your country. The gift packa-
ging should be red or any other festive color. White and black are ominous
and should be avoided. It is not proper, and is even considered to be un-
fortunate, to take a clock as a gift or to choose one having to do with the
number four, which sounds like death in Chinese. Even though even num-
bers are considered as good luck, the number four is an excepfion. Do not
brag about your gift in front of the recipient, and you should use both
hands when presenting it. Generally, the recipient may graciously refuse
the present when first offered. In this case, you should correctly assess the
situation and present it once again. If the recipient did not open your gift, it
does not mean that he or she is not interested in it. It is polite fo open it af-

ter you leave.
Paragraph 9

€€ G“ %*L” %m
ifts to Avoid”

Scissors, knives, or other sharp objects can be interpreted as the seve-
__13‘l°+
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ring of a friendship or other bond. As a gesture of friendship, if you do
want o give these items as a gift, ask your friend to give you a very small
amount of money, such as 10 cents or One RMB in return for this gift. By

doing so, you would have “sold” it to him rather than given it to him.
The following items are to be avoided as they are associated with fu-
nerals;
Straw sandals
clocks
handkerchiefs

gifts or wrapping paper in white, black, or blue

Cultural Links
PRI 37

PHANBDY . XES5ES

ERLX MR, BN ERI N T T, KB E LR A" NE R
7, PR, BEENERELTRTET. U, TAREMN—A#TT
R ERRENRKME, iEHERS. BAXHSIE—-ITPEABRKES
KRTET. TARBEERREAST , REAL G EXEAM, HT A
MEMEEBAM AL FEART @ F, AR IFARL R T 43, W H
HRELYTER, BN, fEESEE,

HRFPEAGE, — T ERE SNBSS ARR X RIS, H
REBASAZBKXEK. MHEAKRE, FREFOLRETSBEEN, i
TEEREE REFNHHEXRERE— T ARG S HRIE, —
ELRFMABRSEEN, MARE RAE I PEA,

FHAREAEE AT ALS SO MEE i, B R BEHR M
EH. ACHEBCHBENARZINBEEIE B ERERILAN, X
BHEE, B EUTENER, Lin“ A BE” %EE%“%K%X}‘&
AR FLIR” B AR
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]

'new friend #7 X

nodding friend ¥ sk 2 &%

friend in-friend-only % 2 z &
fellow worker T. X

old(/close ) friend # %

deceased friend # X

foreign friends & }7 & A

friend in need B ¥ 2 X

family friend XK £ 3t B 89 A X
business associate(/partner) 2 # fk £
old acquaintance 1H %

fast ( /steady/unfailing )

friend T WM K

old partner(/workmate ) # # 4%
old friend # X 1§

old friend # A X

bosom friend %1 %

bosom friend %t C,

most intimate( /best ) friend Z &
intimate (/bosom ) friend # X
calling on #F i}

paying a New Year call # 4
offering birthday felicitations # %
informal dinner 1€ &

guest EX

first ( /first-time ) visit %7 %

return call &

| neglecting( /slighting) &% (£ A)

principal guest of the day ¥ X#y £ & ]

paying a visit at somebody’s house
BIT#&FW

visiting one’s friends % X

informal invitation 3 IE R, # &

long-standing friendship # & 1§

personal friendship A A 4§

giving a present;sending gifts 3% %,

visiting one’s relatives #§ ¥

surprise ( /sudden ) visit % £ ¥ |¥]

receiving(/entertaining) guests 1 £
z=A

forma_l visit I X F

refined and courteous ; urbane
WA AL

return salute & %,

excessive politeness 1% 4~ #L 4.

welcoming ceremony % ¥ 3 &,

sham courtesy B & &,

courteous % &,

civilities £ &

courtesy demanding reciprocity
W%

courtesy A, ¥

ceremony FL{X

discourtesy % #,

dropping a courtesy 4T J& & 4L

due courtesy 51 H 8 4L ¥

el

HEEIE www.222b.com

=]
AN ONESTH



LM SRS ;
Social Etiquette and Cultural Custoiﬁ*zx

LIRS
nit2 Chinese Manners in Daily Life

Key Sentences
PR TR
1. Chinese efiquette states that the best way to speak is softly and with
one’s head slightly bowed.
Hr EALSCGA A B A S T SR B AR, H R R Rk
2. Negative replies are considered impolite.
5 B BIE SO R AL
3.In China people should be addressed with a title and their name.
FEPE, AMITEIFRIEE N ST M8 .
. It is common social practice to introduce the junior to the senior, or the
familiar to the unfamiliar.
BNENR éﬁi’ti,i%‘*ﬁ%“*&@kﬁ'%“‘l‘ﬁi)\%*‘ﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁi?
;8
5. Handshaking is considered formal greeting behavior in China.
fEhE, BFEANRIEXNRLEG X,
6. If you visit a school, theater, or other workploce; it is likely that you
will be greeted with applause as a sign of welcome.
WRIRS WKL BIRE SUHA I 2 30 8 RS Z BIE A GAAR &
HH,
7. People often judge others by their chorader
UNOEA S RN 2111 WS
8. The best road to a better life is to be a befter person.

BAEGEY BRFREAGLEL,

+2E'
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oﬁderful Paragraph
iR Bt

G VH i AT ) i3

peech and Greeting Conventions

Chinese etiquette states that the best way to speak is softly and with
one’s head slightly bowed. “Answering back” to those older is considered
ill-mannered; the advice of elders should be accepted. Children who an-
swer back or swear are considered bad mannered and their parents are
held responsible.

Chinese men speaking loud are not considered bad mannered: a
woman speaking foudly is, and may have abuse and ridicule heaped upon
herself.

The correct way of greeting a person is very important in Chinese cul-
ture: inappropriate greeting is considered very much undesirable. Among
strangers, acquaintances or at formal occasions the greeting “Ni Hao”
meaning, literally “you good?” is used. The phrase“Have you eaten?” is
used as a more familiar greeting and testifies to the centrality of food in Chi-
nese culture.

The Chinese tend not to greet those close to them with greetings that
may bear a negative slant such as “you're looking sad” or “you're lodking
tired” ; this is deemed improper. In formal contexts, or when addressing
an elder or person with high status it is considered highly inappropriate and
rude to address the person by their given name. They should be addressed
according to their designation, for example “Mr Tang, Doctor Liu, Chair-
man Lee” efc.

_m
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Paragraph 2

Ci
onversation

Negative replies are considered impolite. Instead of saying “no”, an-
swer “maybe”, “I'll think about it”, or “We’ Il see” and get info specifics
iater.

You may be asked intrusive questions concerning your age, income,
and marital status. If you don’t want to reveal this information, remain po-
lite and give an unspecific answer. Don’t express irritation with the questio-
ner, since “losing face” has such negative implications in this culture. .On
the other hand, unless you are a very familiar personal friend, do not ask
your Chinese hosts about their family although, typically, you can ask
“How old is your child?” , “How long have you been in the work force?” or
“Where is your child studying?” as a means of determining their marital
status and age.

In Chinese culture, the question “Where have you been?”is the equiv-
alent to “How are you?” in North America; it's just a superficial inquiry that
does not require a literal-minded, detailed answer.

You may make general inquiries about the health of another's family,
such as“are all in your family well?”

During a meal, expressing enthusiasm about the food you are eating
is a welcome, and usudlly expected, topic of conversation.

“Small talk” is considered especially important at the beginning of a

meeting.
Paragraph 3

ALY
ddressing Others

In China people should be addressed with a title and their name.  a
person does not have a professional title, use “Mr.”, “Mrs.”, “Miss”,
“Comrade” , plus their last name. if a person does have a professional or

jlg_
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official title they should be addressed as “General”, “Committee Mem-

ber”, “Bureau Chief” , ect. whenever possible.
CParagraph 4
|a'r?3

niroduction

It is common social practice to introduce the junior to the senior, or the
familiar to the unfamiliar. When you start a talk with a stranger, the topics
such as weather, food, or hobbies may be good choices to break the ice:
To a man, a chat about current affairs, sports, stock market or his job can
usually go on smoothly. Similar to Western customs, you should be cau-
tious to ask a woman private questions. However, relaxing talks about her
job or family life will never put you into danger. She is usually glad to offer
you some advice on how to cook Chinese food or get accustomed to local
life. Things will be quite different when you've made acquaintance with
them. Implicit as Chinese are said to be, they are actually humorous e-
nough to appreciate the exaggerated jokes of Americans.

. L

andshaking, Bowing, Nodding

Chinese used to cup one hand in the other before the chest as a sa-
lute. This tradition has a history of more than 2000 years and nowadays it
is seldom used except in the Spring Festival. And shaking -hands is more
popular and appropriate on some formal occasions. Handshaking is con-
sidered formal greeting behavior in China. It is used to show respect, but
only if the person is someone important, like a government official or a bus-
inessman. The grip should be firm, but not overly strong, and should not
be prolonged because Chinese, like other Asians, prefer a brief hand-
shake. After shaking hands, you may exchange your name or the title of
your company with each other and then proceed to carry out the affairs.
Bowing, as to convey respect to the higher level, is often used by the lower

_@F
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like subordinates, students, and attendants. But at present Chinese young-

sters tend to simply nod as a greeting. To some extent this evolution reflects
the ever-increasing paces of modern life.

<Paragraph &>
p A BT R

ublic Behavior

The following are some general rules to remember when in public
places in China;The Chinese will nod or bow slightly as an initial greefing.

Handshakes are also popular, but you should wait for your Chinese
counterpart to initiate the gesture.

If you visit a school, theater, or other workplace, .it is likely that you
will be greeted with applause as a sign of welcome. In turn, you should
applaud back. Avoid making expansive gestures and using unusual facial
expressions. The Chinese do not use their hands when speaking.

Some hand gestures are necessary: To summon attention, turn your
palm down, waving your figures toward yourself. Use your whole hand
rather than your index finger to point.

The Chinese, especially those who are older and in positions of author-
ity, disliked being touched by strangers.

Acknowledge the most senior member in a group first.

Smiling is not as noficeable in China, since there is a heavy emphasis
on repressing expression. :

It is common for members of the same sex to hold hands while in pub-
lic. Other public displays of affection between the sexes are frowned upon.

Do not put your hands in your mouth, as it is considered vuigar. Don't
bite your nails, pick your teeth, or other similar practices.

.
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Cultural Links

R DX (4o 0] % =

AERXEREAN, TRRITERR TR, BRILFARKE HE, It
S FASGE , MEZ F IR EMmA: “W” 7, RSB MEY, R ETHE,
MEEAN, EEEME, mTEE, ERRE, AR, FeebEf#HE,
RSN, AERKFE, B2, EXNF ., BELR, ERENE
Rk, BORE R, BEXNFEE L, FHEAERHEBRO,

HOE A XIEE L MM, AR AR, 8HEe, A
MEHTAEE—SERAEP, EE =K, UREX ML, 5B
B0, ¥ ASRERE, BB — OFR%, ERW=0, S8R EH,
W—ERTR -

R ERSAH O, RAHAE, AR HE, BEMmER, EABEX, X
ABRHREANTFEBEATH, A S k8, ZHRENAS T ER,
FE, ITHOBPIFE DR PSS S HOR N, WA E A ST, A8
BER%E A, 28 2853, BiFMARTFMELT,

Vocabulary
b i) iE Tk

[ conceited ( proudimperious ) carriage decent behaviour % J} 5 fk

& ZVES shameful act ¥ BL4T %
courteous ( polite ) behaviour # # & company manners X &

Loy 2 fine gesture ¥ £ kX F
gait £ & daily( everyday ) conduct H % 47 34
virtuous action & 47 gentlemanlike manner 4 + &% X J¥
dignified carriage 3% & LA gentlemanly bearing % 1+ X &
demeanour X & nervous mannerism ‘
graceful carriage X J§ #F 7 HE RS ]S 1E
| squeamishness #f 4, gesture F 3

_208+_
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rsgk

modest bearing i ## 2 1k
cultured manner Hf 5C % i

calm and collected manners % £ g

FHHTF
insinuating manner it £
swanlike pose K # A% iy X 3
generous behaviour 7 A 1§ &
mild manner & 2 7 &
good manners X ¥ AL 4%
refined manners X WA K
unreasonable conduct % ¥ 4T %
act of insulting nature #§ & 47 %
indecent act T AT A
act 1T 4
serious manner = i A
platform manners 3% # A X &
graceful position £, % %5 1b
easy carriage &K X B & 09 X
amicable ( friendly ) manners

courteous conduct # AL 4%t 4T ¥ T

sullen behaviour BEAE

stately gait £ & A

natural pose H A XA

best posture % 1 24 %

seated ( sitting) posture 4 %

be concerned about facesaving
EHEF

be smooth and slick /\ & %

fawning on B %

saving face ;face-saving £k 4 & F

whistling %k 1 v

boasting %k 4

making fun 7% %

apologizing 18 #

shrugging one’s shoulders 4 K&

picking one’s teeth %| %

showing filial obedience # Jifi

enjoying due respect # & F

_*20';
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ERIM®
nit 3 Eating Customs

Key Sentences
i 4
1. Talking about eating habit, unlike the West, where everyone has their]

own plate of food,in China the dishes are ploced on the table and eve-
rybody shares.

REVRE I, 5T ARABSEHARBR EPE, AMTIEXRE
EHERT ERBERE—-EEM.

2. Chinese are very proud of their culture of cuisine and will do their best
to show their hospitality.
o B AT B AR SCAL ARSI, H R A FRRBIE

3. Sometimes the host will serve some dishes with his or her own chop-
sticks to guests to show his or her hospitality.
ArHEEASHACHETFATAISE, LUIRPE.

4. Eating Chinese food would not be as enjoyable if the wrong utensils
were used.
mRAEERNE, ZPERYESS ARBRBIANTR,

5. When dining with Chinese friends or business partners, it is always bet-
ter for foreigners to try learning how to maneuver the chopsticks.
AR5 rp B & SO AK R 5’!‘@A5‘6iﬁ§%*’f?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ?th
Bt

6. Chinese people have begun o be more scientific about food intake
and now seek a harmonious relationship with nature.
PEASESEBAXNENSETESE MRS, M EEIFRSE
REFEX R,

_'212|r
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or{derful Paragraph
Wi

KERK

i amily Meals

Though customs and the kinds of food eaten vary according to region,
it is most common for Chinese families to gather for three meals a day. In
some areas and at some times of the year, laborers may have only two full
meals a day, but when possible, they supplement these with up to three
smaller ones, often taken at tea houses. There is not, in general, the
strong association we have in the West between the type of food and the
time of day it should be served (say, eggs for breakfast, a sandwich for
lunch, pot roast for dinner). The sorts of dishes served at the two or three
main meals are pretty much the same. The goal in planning, however, is
to provide a number of dishes at each meal, so that, rather than experién-
cing difference by comparison between one meal and the next, each meal
includes, in itself, a satisfying array of elements. .

iR i 6 o

he Stuff of the Meal

The center of the Chinese meal is fan, or grain. So much so, that the
meadl itself is called hsia fan, “a period of grain. ” In the South and among
urban families in other areas, the fan may be rice or rice products, but rice
is expensive, as is the wheat eaten in the North in the form of cooked
whole grains, noodles, or bread. Depending on the region,; then, less
prosperous families might make their meals of millet, sorghum, or com.
The meats and vegetables we think of as the focus of the meal are known
as ts’ai, which means something like “side dishes” —one could almost go
so far as to call them condiments for the fan.

21
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PR ZHES b3 LAY

lace Settings and Serving Efiquette

An individual place setfting for an everyday meal includes a bowl of
fan, a pair of chopsticks, a flat-bottomed soup spoon, and a saucer. In-
stead of a napkin, a hot towel is often provided at the end of the meal for
the diner to wipe his hands and mouth. The meat and vegetable dishes are
laid out all at once in the center of the table, and the diners eat directly
from the communal plates using their chopsticks. Soup is also eaten from
the common bowl. Rather than for serving oneself a separate portion, the
saucer is used for bones and shells or as a place to rest a bite taken from a
communal plate when it is foo large to eat all at once. It is perfectly accept-
able to reach across the table to take a morsel from a far-away dish. To fa-
cilitate access to dll the dishes, Chinese dining tables are more likely to be
square or round, rather than elongated like their western counterparts.

CParagraph &>
HE S0 2 fun fof

ho Eats When and How

Eating begins in order of seniority, with each diner taking the cue to
start from his or her immediate superior. Children are taught to eat equally
from each ts’ai dish in tum, never betraying a preference for a particular i-
tem by eating more of it, never seeming to pause to choose a specific bite
from the plate. In order to cool t