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Ornament Appreciating
Description of the Ornament in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Xuelie

Originally, ornament refers to the adornment on the head, can also be
called “toumian” in proverb. afterwards, it refers to adornment from
head to foot, contains headgear, collapsible, hat-ornament and baldric.
As early as Shang dynasty, our ancestor have created gold ornament in
set or group. in 1977, gold ear-drop, gold hairpin and gold armlets were
yielded from a Shang tomb at Liujiahe of Pinggu, Beijing. Their making
processes include molding and hammaring. The shape are austere and
simple. Gold content attains 85%. Ornament is developed along with
the change of age, habit and dress style. Tang period is the Vigorous
period of making and using gold and silver ormament. They matched
the usage of gold, silver, pearl and precious stone,the characteristics of
different materials made the ornament looks florid and luxury, This tech-
nique had a great inflence on the later ornament manufacturing craft.
Famous Chinese poets Baijuyi and Dufu described and glorified noble-

woman’ sheadgear in their poems.

As the capital of Yuan, Ming and Qing, Beijing has special advantage of
making ornament.Ming is a vigorous period for gold manufacturing in
modern history, the country had more perfect management system. The
exploitation and melting of the gold and silver mines were strictly _.
controlled, the emperor set a special bureau to take charge of it. Past ‘
masters from all over the country were converged to the bureau, they
syncretized each technique,make ornament for the emperors and their
wives, they made a lot priceless elaborate works at that time. Ming pe-

riod gold and silver ornaments have been unearthed in a massive amount

from Beijing area, the finds are unprecedented not only in number, but




also 1n thchnological exquisiteness. The joint burial of Wangui and his
wife contains rich funeral objects, including gold and silver articles with
distinct features. One of them 1s a pair of gold hairpin with engraved
design, the handle of the hairpin 1s flat and sharp-pointed with inscrip-

tion on it, at the head of the hairpin,there is a phoenix flying in the pro-

pitious cloud, the wings are outspread,the tail is slim with thick ear-of-
wheat veins on it.Another is a sun-flower-shaped hairpin studded with
jewels, its making processes include hammaring, wire-twisting. inlay,
weave, engraving and welding. the petal is twisted by spun gold slim as
hair, the yellow seal in the centre surrounded by 16 jewels, is glittering
and translucent, this makes the hairpin more magnificence. Slim. luxury,
practicable characteristics of the Ming ornament have relation to the

dress and hair style at that time.

During the Qing period, gold and silver working technology was further
developed on the basis of Ming achievements. The new tedhniques “dot-
ting in blue enamel™, “dotting by jade green’ made therr first appearances.
“dotting in blue enammel” means dot a material on the ornament, burn it
to get a blue enamel, the radiance of gold, silver and enamel makes the
ornament sumptuous. “dotting by jade green” means cut kingfisher's
feather into request shape, then stick them to the ornament. Phoenix-
shaped silver hairpin doted by jade green was made by wire-twisting,
inlay, engraving and melding. the feather of the phoenix was made by
dotting by jade green, because it’s hard to preserve the kingfisher’s

feather. ornament made by this technique is hardly found now.

13



 REUBATRELLAARLREHNAFE, LoRALTARKSAH
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Ming period gold and silver ornaments have been unearthed in a massive amount

from Beijing area since the founding of New China. The finds are unprecedented not

only in number,but also in technological exquisitenes.
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1. AIE4%E - B/’ Phoenix-shaped gold hairpins,
Yongle reign,Ming Dynasty i :21.2)8K, #46.7w,
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Ming Dynasty

...tn.#..!-ﬂil?m u.r.-_...r ...J_J‘.-.! VR s 8. o N -l AN S 2 S TS W { a_. 5 .._.r&.r# ,..-...J_. oy A YLt

SR g T
f .,]C.m RO Lﬁ

b h.r_.m.r e e gt
T . S S—— e e T i usta e, ey Dl 5 e WO AP R e TV s ek

i
Kich
o
<

(B
=
=
==
—
-’
o, N =
-
g
J
7
=
Ll

U

phoenix-shaped

gold hairpins

3




- =

4. WAL 42 - BR{E  Sunflower-shaped gold
hairpin studded with gems,Chenghua reign,Ming
Dynasty i {13.5[# K, F76.8%, Abai &l 1M 5
e, A A T ek
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S A E e Ak e 4% - W e Gold hairpin with gem-inlaid lotus-petal and sanskrit
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6. I—14ES - Wikt Eleven—sectioned gold bracelet,
Chenghua reign, Ming Dynasty F{£6.2J8%, #2605,
A% 1M EE N A . o AR A TE R
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7. BEesR T 4 - Wnkft  Strung-
beads-shaped gold bracelets,
Chenghua reign,Ming Dynasty
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: e QG AIrpin Wi yenix design, Hongzhi
8. ALy 4% - BgLiA  Gold hairpin with phoenix design 0
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10. B2k EhE4es®E - Al Gold-wire-woven hairpin studded
with a tortoise figure and jewels, Wanli reign, Ming Dynasty i 6.4
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o4 i I 45 B (1511 ) Reverse of the
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hairpin shown in photo 12




Ming Dynasty




14. it E AWML 4% - B Gold hairpins studded with
gems and petal design, Ming Dynasty {19.7J§2K, 9
470K, 7355, ACHBGEX AT AT SEH 5
4o AR A T e










15 o S £ i
S. ik 5 A 1L FHE 5 (1 1)
Reverse of the hairpin shown in

photo 14
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16. B4 %A N - Bl Gold-wire-

woven hairpins studded with gems and a human
figure,Ming Dynasty 16.38K, 9i7.6)i
K, F102.655, 109.250, Jbatilgie X & AR
YRR RE L AR TR R




17. B4 % A Nar 42 (1718 ) Reverses of

I~

the hairpins shown in photo 16
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19. ZZ A& - W

Phoenix-shaped gold-wire-

woven hairpins,Ming
Dynasty {2484, 43 %l
F16350, 1584, Abatii
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20. B2 KK 4% (J5E) Detail







21 - EARIE4E - B]  Phoenix-shaped gold hairpin studded
with gems, Ming Dynasty K13 %, 3.5 A%, H18.65%,
AL X 5 AR DY SR S ., AR A TE
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1) Detail




23. B4 EAERE - B
with gems, Ming Dynasty (248K, #1955, b s rE X F & Y 2
RS+ . B AR A T e

Phoenix-shaped gold-wire-woven hairpin studded







5. B a4 RE - B Gold-wire-woven hairpins in the shape

of a phoenix holding a sring of pearls in the mouth and studded with gems
in the eyes,Ming Dynasty {16, 1K, Fi89.6% , b sliERX T K
E ALERSLE S o R AL
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26. & KAV E0E - B Jade-inlaid gold bracelets
with flower design,Ming Dynasty  H.{£6.5)# A,
F106.7%, st NEE 2 L. HEE
T 8% o



in 1C

Qing Dynasty

ARERAMIIEAL, AZBHTHNAK, AWk mEH, &
RieBMet—Fyr X, ZHAT " SE " HLL,

During the Qing period,gold and silver ornament working technology was fruther
developed on the basis of Yuan and Ming achievements. Its products were more
diversified in social function and enlarged in using scope. In addition,the new

technique "dotting in blue enamel" made its first appearance.
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27. B EkE 4 - 15 Gold-wire-woven bracelets with strung-beads
design,Qing Dynasty H 7K, H103.75, Jb iz B & R
g b, AR T R
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28. B 22 ek er 48 (Ja ) Detail




20, YA rerada i - 1 Gold fingernail-covers with engraved
flower design,Qing Dynasty K78 K, S #1545, JLR#
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30. AL eAEsM £ (1)  Reverses of the

fingernail-covers shown in photo 29

Ajseus( surd)




3. BN eiER E - i Gold fingernail-covers with
engraved knotted-cord design,Qing Dynasty {6/ K, £

L s B & R R TN . AR TE R
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32. s 45 £ (1 1f1) Reverses of the

fingernail-covers shown in photo 31
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33, Yt A4 - i Gold bracelets with
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dcsign,Qing Dynasty H '%-'1‘::(_),21?11: K, L d240.5
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35. ML BT L L
[nscription on a bracelet shown

in photo 33 (1)







36. B2 ENWALLCER - i
Gold-wire-woven hairpin studded
with a gem and chrysanthemum
design,Qing Dynasty K128
K, #1645, dbptFEaX st
X Z . AR T R
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37. B2k EN N AREK Il - i Jade-inlaid gold-wire-woven

necklace in the shape of double dragons playing with pearls, Qing

Dynasty 28K, B IRI8E K, [ &P HTE e,




66

\ Ny
0 o
J:fo:r 1451 #’J.Ii;‘il‘!:.ngl J

! -'-‘l
, ‘F'#' 'ii'ft"“.._.r"i

PErE a“ﬂ"'o"}

J't‘h f\.,\- \Ig/.,
- o
\\ ’ s .

L b S '/ ,-* --_,~ “"" /,,“-T'

-l-..._ -
et 2 T R s s .

- -

38. B 274 AN AR B g Tl () Detail

’mw‘ ‘:ﬁ &

.r‘“ %ﬁ :E}i .

-

¥




Ajseus(q Surd)

67



39, B4y oWy Bk 4 T ( ey ) Detail
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of the necklace shown in photo 38
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41, B RS 4%% - i Gold-wire-woven hairpin with
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42. By a8 - i
Dragon-shaped gold-wire-
woven hairpin,Qing
Dynasty {:15.5# K, ;)
12,350, A A T ek .
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Qing Dynasty
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46. Blb B4 E - i Gold fingernail-covers with engraved design and the character
“Shou” (%, longevity),Qing Dynasty K8JE %, F13.95, 135, At t]PHIC w8 E
ottt . AR TE R

47. 8 A4 3e £ (151A1) Reverses of the fingernail-covers shown in photo 47
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50. eI TE 45 - 15 Gold bracelets with openwork plum
blossom design, Qing Dynasty L {£6.3JEK, L F51.75
AL B EAPH X e kLT L. AR TE R

84



S51. xR wger 4 B34 - i Jadeite-inlaid gold ear-drops with
bat design,Qing Dynasty I{22.9J8 %, #21.7y, b Al
X AEEFA A EEEATE




52, “tRAE A" 44 - 15 Gold hairpin with a wire-woven ox turning

its head back and looking at the moon,Qing Dynasty {1548 K, #
16950, ALITFEX KB . H AP EYTE R
86
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53. “RELEH &
(’nlj ;'H;) Detail




54. B2z ek 24 BB - {§  Palace-lantern-shaped gold-wire-woven ear-drops,
Qing Dynasty £7.3J8k, G #24.6%, JbinifisUx it . &&FMHTH
K o

88



55. B2 =T 4 H 5 (JGE) Detail




90

Gold-wire-woven hairpin with plum

blossom and bamboo design, Qing Dynasty K113/ %, FisS.4%

%{:! Iﬁ]44t’lﬂao o

EatEBa . E B TE R

— __.
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58. WA - 5 Lotus-flower-
shaped gold hairpin,Qing Dynasty
10.4)5 %, Ho6.5M kK, #2795, Jbm
e XA L AR A T R




Qing Dynasty




50, By kR4 - i Shrimp-shaped gold-wire-woven ornament studded with

o~ =

jewels, Qing Dynasty :6.2J8 K, #3.5MK, #1145, ItsewmEX FE2H L, B8

LEAEE




60. B2 I HE WMk 4T - {5 Spider-shaped gold-wire-woven ornament studded with jewels,

fr‘ﬂ-#-

Qing Dynasty [K:5.5 %, #3/Ek, 11750, JbatfeEX LS M+, H AR,
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61. HERIECHLEE - {f Phoenix-shaped green-enamel-

JI\‘

dotted silver hairpin, Qing Dynasty {11 K, %6.3

Bk, AL 2 A R,
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Small Thesaurus

FEERITPMAIERETZ

Main techniques of Making Gold and

Silver Ornament

1. §F. HEEST £, (. 2%E 1. hammaring: Beat the gold with a
B . RAR, EJ&@E*HL&QW hammer, make it extend to a flakelet or
O T strip, then make it to the request shape.
[ 2. ¥ . 4. BN 2. wire-nipped: Use tweezers to make the
) b bk & FRERE . FRHEZLT. filament of gold and silver into request
B 3. omz. wmumamime O
i B M. R, 3. filling: Weave flat gold or silver, then
_— T fill it with more silm filament.
4. thread: Make the gold and silver into

4. T 2. 4.

77, BRES
ol 2 I I

e 2. G 4%
R T 2 L

R 7 A
FI

S. YeRk. FRWKRERT., 21T
2

2. 22 8 ER

ML, PRI R

F KR EE

Aok, (#2455
B K 7N AN — HY R
Pk, P SRk
kA Rl - Sk

6. HH: &
J@A0 TSk

— %57 AR

Rl e i, K

thread first, then heap, build, plait or weave
it to braid or reticulation, meld it to the
ornament.

5. bead: Cut the gold and silver thread nto
small segments, melt them with fire, drop
the liquor into luke-
warm water, the seg-
ments will turn into
bead big or small, then
meld
design.

the beads as

6. make model: Fine
metal workman’s
technique.Can be di-

vided into two kinds: the



FIE A, B —FhalE R, cast model to make planar base; pattern
K HIVET - model to make solid base.

7. E4b: &
mA T E5 10 .
iz /i, TERME
2 1B v HH % A

1_}-_ LU = I b b |
A~ ) f]\ (H 1

7. engrave: Fine metal

workman’s technique.

use chisel to make all
kinds of designs on the
surface of the base. can

be devided into “blue

LIE AN IS e
} and white”, “cut 1n
“FHiL” . 19594 |

reliefcut”, “sandlot”,

iy BT HH — A HH B
A B 450 1
-, ZI% T A was created 1in Shanghai,
}-Hiiﬂ'f?"f"?‘ﬁ{%ﬁ?' i AR the designs that often be used were carved
PlaE RUENH Sk, ARRET T2%H|) on the chisel, knock the base with this chisel,
Al 5¢ IJEO HI 2% SR the model would be imprinted at the base,
trim it by hand, then the finished product

“cut 1n intaglio™.

in 1959, a hollow chisel

would be got quickly.
Z4F . H /) 8. carve: Use knife to
JIAE 4 J8 L 1 2 1
SR SR
oy PR 3C i P
SC, B PH b

9, B#. &% 9. wire-woven: Fine

carve designs on the

metal surface.

CEgtg: . L. Re)E metal workman'’s technique. It 1s the most

T RIS T2, e %k 2 refinement technique in fine metal

Wit WY (RER . B workmanship. Twist the gold or silver
VL £E . HRES) ENPARE: N R A

APEEE RN & AR %, HparRRY 3

e HIEE M, A He Ik ™ T

\ N~

thread silm as hair according to blueprint,

then weld to all kinds of sculpts. The solid

| STLINESI ], [[ews
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wire-woven ornament is
more difficult to make,
first, grind kryptol into
powder, make a model
by the powder, then
weave gold and silver
wire around the model,
put 1t to fire to burn the
kryptol away after weld
1t stoutly, then get the
bright and limpid solid

industrial arts.

10. welding: Fine metal
workman’s technique.
Joint the dollop, piece or
thread together, weld it
stoutly. 1t can be
devided into gold weld-

ing and silver welding.

11. dotting by jade green: Fine ornament
workman’s technique. Stick kingfisher’s

feather to the gold or silver ornament, the

feather must be smooth, and the color of
bottom can not be seen.

12. dotting in blue enammel: Fine metal
workman’s technique. Blue refers to a

mineral. dot the material on the ornament,
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13. IKE: X OMEKE
B T M b, B E o .
etliltx, XoFRbfiEad; =
LR, VUM, SN Z R,
METERRCAVIREIA %, E T2 BBk
ERREVEEL, D, R, (Rl E
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burn 1t to get a blue enamel, so called.

13. mnlay: Stud gems or jewels on the gold

and silver ornament. Can be inlayed by the

margin or by several points.

14. gilt silver: Mix gold and mercury

together, apply it to the surface of silver | & =

ornament, hot up to make the mercury

evaporate, the gold will cling to the surface.

Main Factors that Decide a Gold
Ornament’s value
Gold and silver are both noble metals,

people adored its natural, graceful and

poised, take it as symbol of wealth. We say
“the gold reserve is ample” when we want
to express the nation is wealthy; The 1diom
“the hall is full of gold and jade™ means
the family is well-to-do, “Wear the gold and

silver” means the man is very rich.
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The ductility and special luster of gold pro-
vide an infinite space for gold
manufacturing, our ancient have already
understood from practice, the pure gold is
too soft, can not stand the wear and tear,
so they didn’t use pure gold to make
ornament, they added some other matels
to gold to raise its hardness, then make it

more fit to make ornament, we call gold

with other metels in it ornament gold. The
unit to measure pure gold content is
“jinwei” in Chinese, “karat” in English,
which can be abbreviated “k”, so ornament
gold can also be called K-gold, pure gold
is 24k. 1k means the pure gold proportion
of the ornament is 1/24. Put gold, silver,
nickel and palladium together, you will get
a white mixture, mix gold and copper
together, the color is red. The proportion
of gold and other metal can decide the

mixture’s color, luster and value.

1. Gold cotent and weight

Ornament gold is not pure gold, 1t’s eco-
nomic value is affected by the proportion
of pure gold, the high proportion means
high value. While the weight of ornament

can also inflence the value.
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2. History importance of ornament study

The shape of the ornament yielded from
the Shang-tomb 1n Pinggu is simple, the
manufacture craft is not complicated, but
they can prove, 3 thousand years ago, our
ancestor mastered gold melting and mold-
ing techniques, its history importance is

much larger than the gold itself. Ornament

has definite unearthed place or has inscrip-
tion on it has higher economic value, so
the study of ornament’s age 1s very
important.

3. Shape,veins on it and exist quantity
There are more than 20 techniques 1n mak-
ing gold ornament, making common orna-
ment need 4 or 5 processes, while some
refinement ornaments need more than 10
processes,each process is constantly
improved, a mistake would make all pre-
vious efforts wasted. The ornament has un-
usual shape, lofty craft and complex de-

sign has high value.

4. Entire or broken

Gold ornament has tractility, wouldn’t get

fissured easily, but also can get damaged

if the gold content is low, the repaired ones

| o e
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have low economic value.

Because of the especial material, the gold
ornament’s economic value is decided by
several factors. Gold content, weight, age,
study value, shape, technique and exist
quantity, all these factors can intluence its

value, so the ornament should be valued

integrated.

Collection and Maintain

History didn’t change gold and silver
ornament’s beautiful luster, delicate sculpt
and special economic value, once you get
your favor gold ornament, how to maitain

it? the advices below may help you a lot:

1. Avoid res that contains plumbum or
mercury, otherwise, the ornament would
turn white, then it should be laundered

professionally.

2. Gold ornament should not be worn with
silver or platinic adornment at the same
position.

3. you should pick off the gold ornament
while you are bothing, dressing up or
working, avoid the gold ornament being

rubbed or out of shape.
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4. After being worn for a time, there would
be sweat stains or other dirts adhere to the
surface of the ornment, you should soak it
in detergent, brush it with soft bursh, then
wash it with clear water for several times,
leave it dry by airing. you can also send it
to ornamet shoppe to wash by professional
apparatus.

5. Silver ornament is easily oxidated, the
oxide layer dims the color, but it can pre-
vent the further oxidation. If you find dirt
on the surface, you can brush it with
toothpaste, wash it by water till it 1s clean,
let it dry by airing, then you can wear it

again.




	1�
	2�
	3�
	4�
	5�
	6�
	7�
	8�
	9�
	10�
	11�
	12�
	13�
	14�
	15�
	16�
	17�
	18�
	19�
	20�
	21�
	22�
	23�
	24�
	25�
	26�
	27�
	28�
	29�
	30�
	31�
	32�
	33�
	34�
	35�
	36�
	37�
	38�
	39�
	40�
	41�
	42�
	43�
	44�
	45�
	46�
	47�
	48�
	49�
	50�
	51�
	52�
	53�
	54�
	55�
	56�
	57�
	58�
	59�
	60�
	61�
	62�
	63�
	64�
	65�
	66�
	67�
	68�
	69�
	70�
	71�
	72�
	73�
	74�
	75�
	76�
	77�
	78�
	79�
	80�
	81�
	82�
	83�
	84�
	85�
	86�
	87�
	88�
	89�
	90�
	91�
	92�
	93�
	94�
	95�
	96�
	97�
	98�
	99�
	100�
	101�
	102�
	103�
	104�
	105�

