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Jades Unearthed from Shaanxi

Liu Yunhui

The earliest jades known in Shaanxi, smal_l in'number and type, and simple in shape and working technique,
belong to the Laoguantai Culture'. The dlstnbuﬁnn of jades belonging to the Yangshao Culture currently is
primarily in Guanzhong and 5:::utherf1 Shaanxl_. The largest number of jades was discovered at the site of
Longgangsi, Nanzheng. Representative t;tfpes include the jade knife with drilled holes and middle spine, and a
turquoise arc-shaped pendant l{hum:g} taking th% shape Flf the “ 1” graph. In addition the T-shaped black jade
hairpin 15 another widely distributed type associated with the Yangshao Culture.

Longshan period jades are primarily distributed in northern Shaanxi, as represented by Shimao and Xinhua
.+ Shenmu, and Lushanmao in Yan’an?, and secondarily are distributed in the Guanzhong area. The most
popular jade types of this era are the jade yazhang (zhang scepter with flaking edge serrations) and large knife®.
Exemplary 1s the largest and widest knife blade, measuring 77.5 cm long, 32.5 cm wide at the top and 1cm.
thick, with five perforated holes, from the site of Wangmazui, Long County. The seven holes knife blade,
trapezoidal in shape, unearthed in the remains at Lushanmao is characterized by flanking side small flange
Decor whose profile suggests the shape of a female wearing an Eastern Yi style hat. The height of jade working
is reflected by the extremely thin jades unearthed from two sites, Shimao and Xinhua in Shenmu County.

Various prehistoric cultural jades continue to appear in later dated tombs and sites in Shaanxi, as represented,
for example by the Hongshan Culture jade owl pendant and jade “pig-dragon” (or coiled dragon) unearthed
from the Spring and Autumn, Warring States tomb at Fengxiang and by the Liangzhu Culture jade tube (cong)
found amidst remains of the Longshan site, Lushanmao. In addition, is the cong type from the latter site that is
characterized by a mixture of cultural influences, the Shaanxi Longshan, Liangzhu and Eastern Yi. Another
major and the most substantial influence is the Shijiahe Culture, as reflected in the eagle-shaped jade hairpin
from Shimao, by the openwork phoenix decorated hairpin from Lushanmao, and the semi-human spirit-shaped
pendants from Western Zhou tombs in Chang’an and Fengchu, Zhouyuan.

The few Shang jades that have been discovered in Shaanxi are mostly concentrated in the eastern suburbs of
Xi‘an at Laoniupo® and the Fengji tomb at Liujia, Fufeng. A large jade dagger-axe (ge), jade cong, and jade owl
pendant were unearthed from the first site and a pair of late Shang period parrots was unearthed from the
latter tomb.

Approximately 3,000 jades are known to have been unearthed from Western Zhou tombs in Shaanxi, and
these come primarily from three areas, including Zhouyuan between Fufeng and Qishan”, State Yu cemetery at
Baoji Municipality®, and Fenghao area in Chang’an’. The number and quality of jades, and size of the tomb
directly reflect the status of the deceased during Western Zhou times. Types are fairly standardized, in consist-
ing of four categories: ritual, ornamental, utilitarian and burial jades. Those most likely belonging to the ritual
category include large jade ge and jade tablet (gui insignia), as represented by the Taibao jade ge from Qishan °
and the dragon decorated jade ge from Jingshu burial at Zhangjiapo. The cong during the Western Zhou period
1s ritual in function. The sauare-hole iade cong and phoenix decorated cong from the Western Zhou tomb at
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_ouths the immortal fungus, lingzhi. Four white jade wild geese, unearthed from Hejiacun in eastof i ol
although small are of fine workmanship. A pendant in the form of a child and an ox is roughly o

conceptually novel, and is characterized by a large number of circular perforations representing eyes and

ostrils. The multiple dragon type belt buckles, unearthed from Wahutongcun in the Dayan Pagoda area ~;; i

-

Xi’an, is rather large, 15 carved into naturalistically descriptive forms, and carries a long rectangular shaped hole
for attachment o
The few examples of Ming and Qing jades unearthed from Shaanxi are primarily jade belts. Archeologists v e
unearthed in the Xi’an Jiaotong University a two-layered openwork dragon decorated belt end plaque of Ming
riod that was roughly cut but finely carved and abraded. The latter mode of working is typical of Ming style. 5
Another belt, unearthed at Nankuomen, is of leather fit with jade plaques. The peach-shaped jade plaques are
- 1laid into bronze frames with buckles on the back for the leather to pass through. A representative of Qing jade
working is the heart-shaped jade pendant with a feline dragon image from Hejiacun east of Xi'an. The quality
of jade is first rate, the carving refined, yet does not have the liveliness of the dragons carved during the Han
Dynasty. Other jades, various baubles representing children in loveable forms and lively poses, and pendants
representing auspicious symbols, such as ruyi, a complex of gourds, bats, or pendant images of the legendary
Liu Hai playing with the gold toad have been unearthed from Sanyaocun in Xi‘an.

Endnotes:
| Ghaanxi Provincial Institute of Archeology 1990, Longgangsi: Excavation Report on a Neolithic Site, Beijing: Cultural Relics

Press.
2 Dai Yingxin 1988, “Longshan Culture Jades from Shimao, Shenmu,” Kaogu yu Wenwu 1988.5 and 6.

Sun Zhouyong, et al. 2002, “Brief Excavation Report of Remains at Xinhua, Shenmu in 1999,” Kaogu yu Wenwu 2002.1.

Ji Naijun 1984, “ Ancient Jades Discovered in Yan'an Municipality,” Wenwu 1984.2.
3 Xiao Qi 1993, “Jade Zhang in the Collection of the Longxian Museum,” Wenbo, Special Publication on Jade Research, No.2.

4 Liu Shi’e 2002, Laoniupo in Xi’an, Xi'an: Shaanxi Renmin Press.
*Liu Yunhui 1996, Jades from Zhouyuan, Taibei: Zhonghua Cultural Relics Academic Press (Taiwan).

* Lu Liancheng and Hu Zhisheng 1996, The State Yu Cemetery in Baojt, Beijing; Cultural Relics Press.
7 Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 1999, The Western Zhou Cemetery at Zhangjiapo, Chinese

Encyclopedia Press.
" See note 5.
* Zhao Congcang 1986, “A Record of Spring and Autumn Jades Unearthed from Fengxiang,” Wenwu 1986.9.
_, ' Liu Yunhui (in press), Eastern Zhou Period Jades Unearthed in Shaanxi, Zhongzhi Art Press (Taiwan).
B 3 "' Baoii Arr_;heglngjgal Team 1993, “Brief Excavation Report of Spring and Autumn Tomb I\:TD.Z at Yimen, Baoji,” Wenwu 1993.10.
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