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Foreword

Painted pottery, mainly distributed in the vast
territory of North China centered upon the Huang He
River valley, is a typical attribute of Chinese prehis-
toric cultures. Besides, a small number of painted pot-
teries, though unparalleled to that in the core area, is
also found in the Shandong Peninsular, Jianghuai re-
gion, upper-middle Chang Jiang River, lower Chang
Jiang River, Southwest China, and South China, and
thus greatly expands the distribution limits as previ-
ously assumed. Painted pottery independently ap-
peared in a few regions along the Huang He River and
Chang Jiang River from 7000 to 5000 BC, flourished
from 5000 to 3000 BC, and gradually declined and
disappeared from 3000 to 2000 BC. Chinese painted
pottery can be divided into three regional systems,
ranging from the southern, northern to southeastern
system, and three developmental centers around
the upper-middle Huang He River, lower Huang
He River and middle Chang Jiang River. Chinese
painted potteries originated independently from
multiple regions in China. The discovery of painted
pottery went hand in hand with the study of Chinese
prehistoric cultures. Conversely, a thorough study of
Chinese prehistoric cultures also laid a foundation for
that of painted pottery.

This book, with a total of ten volumes, collects
more than 2460 representative and important painted
potteries mainly unearthed in the last three to four
decades (and even earlier for some especially remark-

able specimens) from various regions in China dating
from the early Neolithic to the late Bronze Age (and
to the Western Han in the case of Xinjiang). Princi-
pally, this book only collects artifacts from scientific
excavations. However, stray finds with reliable pro-
venience in some cases are also included. Collected
painted pottery is predominated by all kinds of ves-
sels, though other categories, such as quotidian tools
(i.e., spindle whorls), tubular object, pedestal, musical
instruments, and anthropomorphic figurines, are also
presented.

This book is organized in the sequence of prov-
inces (autonomous region/municipality). A brief sum-
mary of collected specimens from the region is placed
at the beginning of each volume. It is necessary to
point out for readers that varied opinions may exist in
the perception and understanding of painted pottery
due to the large size of editorial team. Although chief
editors try their best to keep uniformity without being
at the expense of volume editors’ diverse opinions,
the result is still unsatisfactory.

This book is also the fruition of the research
project “Classification and Study of Unearthed Neo-
lithic Painted Potteries in China” of the Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Zhengzhou.
As the book is forthcoming, chief editors would
like to express the deepest gratitude to all project
participants.
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