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The Research on the Heavens of Taoism From Jin to Tang

Dynasties

Abstract

The view of Heavens in Taoism was originally derived from the Chinese traditional Five
directions concept,and on this basis,derived Nine Heavens,including the contents of the five
directions,southeast,northeast, southwest and northwest, in addition to absorbing the
Buddhism,to extends the Ten Heavens Structure which is include the upper and lower directions
and the octagonal structure,so that the content of the Heavens is further improved. The Five

directions(Heavens), the Nine Heavens and the Ten Heavens are not the mainstream in later

Heavens view of the Three Realms is gradually absorbed by Taoism,and to the dynasty of South
Qi, Yan dong was combined the Thirty-two Heavens that the structure is each direction have eight
Heavens,and the Twenty-eight Heavens of Buddhism,then forming a new structure of the celestial
structure of the merging of the Buddhism and Taoism.On this foundation, according to the thought
of "from one to three" in the Daode jing, a higher four Heavens was constructed over Thirty-two
Heavens.thus forming the Thirty-six Heavens structure that has been circulating to this day.
Thirty-six Heavens has developed over a long period of time. The highest is Daluo Heaven (Daluo

tian), the lowest in the Taihuanghuangzeng tian.every Heaven lives the different Gods and with

{ H TV rmaa il |

1¢ fgavens,
the upper four are Three Heavens and Daluo Heaven. The formation process of them is also the
one of the important issues of Taoism. Since the Three Heavens concept had been created in
Eastern Jin Dynasty, then widely accepted by Taoists in South Song Dynasty and gradually added
the Qi,color,name,God and other contents on it.Actually,The name and status of Qingwei
Heaven(Qingwei tian) and other two Heavens were not originally constructed as a Three Heavens
contents. They were first formed as Heavens which were birthed from the first three Heavens of
the Nine Heavens.after Yandong separated and ordered them, it takes three Heavens have the
foundation to be the another name of Three Heavens. For this reason, the Three Heavens section
in Taizhen ke was made after AD485, which has been thought to be 420-425. The highest Heaven
of Taoism is the Daluo Heaven,since its appearance in the Tao scriptures, it’s meaning the highest
celestial realm,and the latter-day scriptwriter in the process of performing the Daluo Heaven,

although there are some contradictory theories on the question of the God dwelling in it,but can
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not yet shake its position as the highest heaven.

The relationship between Six Heavens and Three Heavens were conflict, it’s constitute the
unique content in Taoism, the former scholars believe that the Six Heavens were constructed as
the ghosts,with the characteristic to opposite the Three Heavens at the beginning. But in fact,the
Six Heavens in Zhengao are short for the Six Heaven Palace,and it’s not intended to opposite the
Three Heavens,it is the place arranged by the ancients for the deceased and Six Heavens contains
the meaning of space,although it was originally attributed to the dead,but from the view of
religious Heavens, it can be restated as a residence of human beings. Because of the completion of
the Six Heavens construction,people and ghosts have the space to exist, so from the perspective
of space, it has a great complement to the doctrine. The relationship between the Six Heavens and
the reality is also the important points of Taoism research and through the discussion of the
meaning of Six Heavens,the Prohibition of blood-eating.forbidden to worship of unorthodox gods
in Taoism, then furth v
Confucianism, it’s to move towards secular politics and to demand more space for development.
At the same time, it is also a construction from the religious level,in line with the requirements of
the doctrine,

The construction of Gods in Taoism,especially the characteristics and connotation of the
Supreme God.embodies the significance of many core issues such as Taoist doctrine. The
Heavenly Worthy of the Primordial Beginning was constructed as the Supreme God of the
Lingbao school on the basis of absorbing the legend and the belief of the ancestors.As the
communion between the various sects merged,it was gradually regarded as the supreme god of the

osition
Os1t10

whole Taoism,but it { ito th 1 12 p of "both respect and disres
can be regarded as the Supreme God because it has the character of "Tao",which accords with
Taoism's respect for "Tao",which is reflected in its origin and its dwelling place. However, it can
not completely equate with the "Tao".Compared with the Heavenly Worthy of the Primordial

Beginning.the Daluo Heaven is not more concretization than it,therefore it’s more close to the

character of "Tao".so there is no God exist in Daluo Heaven can reflect the meaning of “Tao™.

Keywords: the Taoism in Jin to Tang dynasties.the concept of Heavens, Three Heavens,Six
Heavens,Thirty-six ~ Heavens,Daluo  Heaven,Heavenly = Worthy of the  Primordial

Beginning(Yuanshi Tianzun)
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