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About Sichuan Opera Masks

Each mask here features a character, each of
whom is a reminder of a section of history and a
charming story.

Masks are the patterns of painted faces of the
operatic actors and actresses. As well-known Sichuan
opera artist Zhang Decheng elaborated in Briefing
on Sichuan Opera Masks, the masks, as the term
suggests, are the regular patterns of painted faces.
By no means, the faces can be painted at random
in scribbling but strictly following the stereotyped
patterns that are established based on the reality
of life and incorporated with the artistic creativity,
exaggeration, beautification and so on, in order to
reveal the characteristics of the dramatic figures.

The stage images in Sichuan opera fall into five
categories according to the age, sex and personality:
Sheng,the male role; Dan, the female role; Jing,the
painted face;Mo,the bearded role; Chou, the clown.
Each of the five categories has developed its
own conventional mask patterns. In particular, the
painted faces are stressed to depict, in full mood
of symbolism and romanticism, the character’s
personality, temperament, social status, age as well
as his unique talent and skills.

Sichuan opera masks are generally devided into
Jing, the painted face and Chou, the clown types.
The type of Jing ( the principal, the secondary,

the immortal painted faces and masks ) includes
a variety of stereotyped faces such as generals,
judges, court ministers, eunuchs, deified figures.
In general, black color is in eulogy of uprightness,
determinability and nobility, also called the black
head, while white color is symbolic of wickedness
and brutality, also known as the powdered Jing face.
Red color usually portrays loyalty and devotion;
green color represents chivalry and righteousness
and golden, silver cover is applied for the deified
figures.

The Chou type, the clown ( the petty painted
face ), covers widely from the oblong face, the oval
face, the plum blossom face, the butterfly face,
the crab face, the kidney-shaped face,the puppet
face to the old face. It also covers a wide range
of characters from emperors, princes, generals,
ministers to peddlers, soldiers and even some
female roles. Based on different social status,
ages, sexes, personalities and occupations, the
type of Chou, the clown, can be subdivided as
the kid clown, the militant clown, the aged clown,
the ragged clown, the robbed clown, the female
clown, the deified or monstrous clown. Through the
application of the makeup technique of separation,
variation, sublimation, Sichuan opera, at its best
refinement, vividly brings its characters back to life
and to the enjoyment of all.
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A Miracle World
The Artistic Masks of Sichuan Opera
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