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The Chinese Purgatory Stories and Buddhism Ethics
FAN Jun

{ College of Humanities, Huaqiso Univ. , Quanzhou, 362021, China}

Abstract: During the course of oriental transmission, the Buddhism had continucusly absorbed the thoughts of Chinese
Confucianism and Tacism and gradually become a new Chinese Buddhism ethics different from the Indian Buddhism ethics
and the waditional Chinese ethica. A great large of the Chinese Buddhism ethics can be seen in some stories on the theme
of “ purgatory tours” in the medieval Chinese fictions. Studying these tales, therefore, is significant to understand the
course of assimilation of Buddhism in China. Besides, this article also deals with the historical significance of Chinese Bud-
dhism ethics, which is both profound and special, and discusses its current va.luee, especially the ethics of “giving up do-
ing evils and advocating good deeds”™.

Key words; Buddhism ethics; assimilation of Buddhism in China; Five Precepts; Ten Good Acts; medieval stories; pur-
gatory stories .
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