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Dividing Line of South and North China in Tang Dynasty and Relevant Problems
Zhang Weiran, Zhou Peng
(Center for Historical Geographic Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract : Qinling Mountains and Huai he River together have been long consdered as the line di-
viding East China into southern and northern parts. The dividing line includes natural , political and
cultural dgnificance and so on. Infact, the natural dividing line, the political one and the cultural one
are not always coincident. And at the background of the changing environment , the altering of these
different lines was a so not synchronic.

Supported by documentations of the Tang dynasty, the dividing line of administrative systems
was still drawn along Qinling Mountains and Huaihe River. However , the perceptional dividing line,
its western part remains the same whereas the eastern segment proves to be Changjiang River. The
fact itself is hopefully a starting point of further discussons upon environmental changes.

Key words: dividing line of South and North China; environmental changes; phonological evi-
dence



