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Studies on Tang's Silk Road and Central
Asia’s History and Geogrophy

Abstract

From 624 AD up to 727 AD, the states of Central Asia had a
direct contact with the Tang Iynasty for as long as 149 years. The
Silk Road became a link for the two sides to communicate in politi-
cal, economical and military affairs. In the history of China, Tang’
s political power, for the first time, spread farther than Chong—
Ling, setting up an indirect dominating system in such lands as
Transoxania and Tokharestan. It created a kind of political depen-
dency between Central Asta and Tang. The history of the communi-
cation between Tang and Central Asia constitutes a rich history in
the Tang Dynasty.

The records of the historical changes of the states of Central A-
sia in the 7th—=8th centuries and their communication with Tang are
mainly kept in Da Tang Xi Yu Ji {Records of the Western Lands of
the Great Tang Period) ({ X B L)), Xin Tang Shu * Di Li
Zhi{{HBR- B ED), Xin Tang Shu < Xi Yu Zhuan({H BB
‘FEAED), Ce Fu Yuan Gui ({MF7TfE)) and other Tang’s lit-
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erature, which also reflected Tang people’ s knowledge about the
states of Central Asia. This book, having these four books as its
leading reference, centralizes on the important topic— the Tang
Dwynasty with Central Asia”, which probes the changes in the Silk
Road during Tang, the location of the states of Central Asia and
their construction sites, the political growth of Central Asia in 7th—
8th centuries, the development of political relationship between Cen-
tral Asia and Tang, the political relationship among the states in
Central Asia, Targ and Da shi (Arab) , the Tang playing role in
the struggle of Central Asia against Arab, how far Tang people
knew about Central Asia , and how much belief could be bome in
the Tang literature. As far as the research method is concerned, this
article tries to verify between the literarure of Islamic geography, the
archaeclogical achievements and the Tang literature. It also attempts
an analysis of the research work done by other scholars.

This article consists of four chapters. Each chapter has its own
focus, concerning one Tang’s book. Through an all-round research
into the records in the Tang literature, the author finds out that the
recorded locations of Qianquan(~F £ ) .Baishui city( HK¥%) . Gong
Yu city (F8E) . Nuchijian city( 27 B3 ) and Miguo city (K H
#3%) couldn’ ¢ be in correspondence with the records of Islamie lit-
erature{ Abarjaj, 1sfijab, Nujakath, Maymurgh). Tang's people con-
fused Cao{ P & , West Cao) with East Cao (& # ). They didn’t
quite understand the history of Islamic of Central Asia. There are a
lot of errors made in Tang' s records of the construction sites of the
states in Central Asia. Since the late 8th century, with the change
of the political circurnstances in the east of Western Lands, the
trend of the Silk Road in Chinese territory altered. The Chinese and
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Central Asian didn't follow exactly the same route. The states of
Central Asia did not bear a same kind of close relation with Tang.
The presentation of tribute of Central Asia paid to Tang is in a polit-
ical activity rather than a commercial one, reflecting the history of
the change in political refationship between Central Asia and Tang.
In Central Asia, Tang did back the states of Cenral Asia in their

struggle against Arab. And the relationship between Tang and Arab
can’ t be defined as a good allied one.
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